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Based on my review oflhe information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authori7'..ed under DOE 
Order 4Sl.IA), I have made the (ollowing determination: 

ex, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER: 
Description: 

85.18 Wind turbines 
The installation, modification, operation, and removal of a small number (generally nol more than 2) of commercially available 
wmd turbmes, with a total height generally less than 200 feet (measured from the ground to the maximum height of blade 
rotatIon) that (1) are located within a previously disturbed or developed area; (2) are located more than 10 nautical miles 
(about 11 .5 miles) from an airport or aviation navigation aid; (3) are located more than 1.5 nautical miles (about 1.7 miles) 
from National Weather Service or Federal Aviation Administration Doppler weather radar: (4) would not have the potential to 
cause significant impacts on bird or bat populations; and (5) are sited or designed such that the project would not have the 
potenlialto cause Significant impacts to persons (such as from shadow flicker and other visual effects, and noise). Covered 
actions would be in acc:ordance with applicable requirements (such as local land use and zoning requirements) in the 
proposed project area and would incorporate appropriate control technologies and best management praclJces. Covered 
actions Include only those related to wind turbines to be installed on land. 

Rational for detennination: 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) provided funding to the Texas State Energy Conservation Office (SECOl under 
the DOE 's American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 State Energy Program (SEP). SECO selected Texas 
A&M University, Corpus Christie to receive $955,000 in SEP funding (Iotal project cost - $1,220,000). 

The University would use federal funding to partially fund the purchase and installation of three (3) 20 kW and eight (8) 
4 kW vertical wind turbines at the University in three locations: 6300 Ocean Drive, Corpus Christi, TX ("Site 1"); 701 
Nile Olive, Corpus Christi. TX ("Site 2"); and 10201 SPID, Corpus Christi , TX ("Site 3") (these 3 locations comprise the 
·proposed project"). The vertical wind turbines are manufactured by Urban Green Energy, a manufacturer of small 
wind systems since 2007 (see attached pictures for existing UGE turbines). 

The University proposes to install two 4kW Vertical Wind Turbines (height of - 23') and two 20kW Vertical Wind 
Turbines (height of - 43') at Site 1; at Site 2 the University proposes two 4kW Vertical Wind Turbines (height of -23') 
and one 20kW Vertical Wind Turbine (height of - 43'); and proposes four 4kW Vertical Wind Turbines (height of -23') 
at Site 3. 

The proposed project and associated actions have the potential to impact the following resource areas: 

Land Use and Ground Disturbance: The relatively small size of these vertical wind turbines means that ground 
distUrbing activities would be minor and are as follows : Site 1 - would require a tolal of - 650 sq ft of disturbance for 
turbine foundations and a 375 x 1 ft trench for associated distribution lines. The turbines at Site 1 would be installed 
next to a parking lot and bike trail. Site 2 - would require a total of - 480 sq ft of disturbance for turbine foundations 
and a 350 x 1 ft trench for associated distribution lines. The turbines at Site 2 would be located between the new 
Tennis Complex and the parking lot on the Northeast comer. Site 3 - would require a total of - 624 sq ft of 
disturbance for turbine foundations and a 100 x 1 ft trench for associated distribution lines. The turbines would be 
installed near the main parking lot of the CBBIC building. (See -A&M Corpus -location Attachments.pelr for additional 
siting information). All proposed locations are accessible by existing roads and owned by the University. The proposed 
projects would be located on previously disturbed land, within the boundaries of the University. Because of the 
relatively minor ground disturbance required for the proposed project, DOE does not anticipate any adverse impacts 
related to ground disturbance. 

Utilities: AJllocalions will have an underground conduit from the turbines to a building for connection to the power grid 
through safety control and distribution equipment. There are no above-ground distribution lines required for the 
proposed project. All generated power would be fully utilized at each location through a metered connection to the 
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