
NA-LA NEPA COMPLIANCE OFFICER (NCO) COMPLIANCE DETERMINATION FORM 

LAN No: 17-13 

PROJECT/ACTIVITY TITLE: TA-3 Modular Laboratory Building Accession No: 20919 
PRID No: lSP-0192 Vl 

Date: 12/26/2017 

PURPOSE: The Department of Energy (DOE)/National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) is proposing to Install a pre­
constructed modular biosafety level (BSL) 2 facility, replete with offices and support spaces, to support bioscience work at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL). Aging bioscience facilities, mission requirements, and the goal to consolidate bioscience operations 
require modern bioscience research facilities to safely and efficiently continue LANL BSL-2 laboratory work. 

Location: Technical Area-3 at the site of the former Press 
Building (TA-3-35) 

Project Contact: Jim Jones, ADPM, jjones@lanl.gov, (505)606-
0606 

Karen Musgrave, LANS EPC-ES, ksm@lanl.gov, (SOS) 606-1955 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA} COVERAGE: Department of Energy National Environmental Policy Act 
Implementing Procedures 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1021, Appendix B to Subpart D of Part 1021-Categorical Exclusions 
Applicable to Specific Agency Actions [there is one categorical exclusion to the proposed action): 

B 3.12 Microbiology and biomedical facilities 

Siting, construction, modification, operation, and decommissioning of microbiological and biomedical diagnostic, 

treatment and research facilities (excluding Biosafety Level-3 and Biosafety Level-4), in accordance with applicable 

requirements and best practices (such as Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories, 5th Edition, Dec. 2009, 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) including, but not limited to, laboratories, treatment areas, offices, and 

storage areas, within or contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area (where active utilities and currently used 

roads are readily accessible). Operation may include the purchase, installation, and operation of biomedical equipment 

(such as commercially available cyclotrons that are used to generate radioisotopes and radiopharmaceutica1s, and 

commercially available biomedical imaging and spectroscopy instrumentation). 

A portion of the proposed facility footprint ls addressed In a Compliance Order on Consent (Consent Order). The Consent Order is an 
agreement between the New Mexico Environment Department and DOE to remediate contaminated sites at LANL. The Consent 
Order is issued pursuant to the New Mexico's Hazardous Waste Act and Solid Waste Acts. The original Consent Order was issued in 
2005 and superseded by a new Consent Order in 2016. The Consent Order specifies investigations, cleanup, and corrective measures 
to be conducted at LANL. The 2008 SWEIS, Appendix I evaluated environmental consequences of implementing the Consent Order 
under the No Action Alternative. Activities within a site designated under the Consent Order, including the 2016 Consent Order, are 
bounded by the 2008 SWEIS, (DOE/EIS-0380), Appendix I (Major Material Disposal Area, Remediation, Canyon Cleanups, and other 
Consent Order Actions). 

BACKGROUND 

Aging facilities, mission needs, and the LANL goal of consolidation similar mission operations have prompted 
the need for modem and additional bioscience research facilities at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL or 
the Laboratory) for continued BSL-2 laboratory work. Bioscience operations are currently conducted at T A-43, 
Health Research Laboratory, which is outdated and immediately adjacent to the Los Alamos townsite. 
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