Project title: Electrical Service for Navajo Gallup Water Supply

Requestedby: | Brent Osiek L6000 801 524-5495

Date: February 3,2022

Description ofthe Project

Power from the Colorado River Storage Project (CRSP) will be provided for facilities of the Navajo Gallup Project,
specifically, the San Juan Lateral. Prior to the San Juan Lateral being completed and during times when project water
may not be available, power will be provided to groundwater wells to serve the communities that would receive project
water.

Amount of power to be provided (at full development): up to 26 MW
Expected date of electrical delivery: April, 2022

Background Information

The Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Projectis a major infrastructure project that once constructed, will convey a reliable
municipal and industrial water supply from the San Juan River to the easternsection of the Navajo Nation, southwestern
portion of the Jicarilla Apache Nation, and the city of Gallup, New Mexico.

The Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project consists of two water laterals: the Cutter Lateraland the San Juan Lateral. The
San Juan Lateral serves the communities of the Navajo Nation, as well as the City of Gallup, New Mexico, via the Gallup
Regional System. Electrical power from the CRSP will be provided for facilities of the San Juan Lateral.

This pipeline is being built in sections. While the San Juan Lateral being completed, WAPA will provide power to operate
groundwater wells to provide water to customers that will eventually receive project water. Evenafter completion of
construction of the lateral, water from groundwater wells may be needed during times when project water is not
available due to outages or other interruptions. Groundwater wells are anintegral component to the successful
operation of the Project to supplement the surface water that will supply municipal and industrial water from the
project and to provide municipal and industrial water supplies to users when surface water supplies are not otherwise
available.

This actionfollows in the context offered in the description of the Navajo-Gallup Water Supply in the Environmental
Impact Statement (Reclamation, 2009, page 1-28). In this EIS, the environmental impacts to the human environment of
this project — including the pumping of water for the San Juan Lateral—where fully described and analyzed.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION
Colorado River Storage Project Management Center
Western Area Power Administration

In consideration of 10 CFR Part 1021 Subpart D:

Category of Action
B4.1 Contracts, policies, and marketing and allocation plans for electric power

S1-




Establishment and implementation of contracts, policies, and marketing and allocation plans relatedto electric power
acquisition that involve only the use of the existing transmission system and existing generation resources operating
within their normal operating limits.

Regulatory Requirements for a Categorical Exclusion Determination

The Department of Energy (DOE), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Procedures, 10
CFR 1021.410(b) require the following determinations be made in order for a proposed action to be
categorically excluded.

[V] The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D.

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal
must be one that would not: (1) threaten aviolation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or
permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or
Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage,
disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal may include
categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; (3)
disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and
natural gas products that preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or
unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally
sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part
1021, Subpart D, Appendix B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology,
governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless the proposed activity
would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized
releaseinto the environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as
those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B.

[V] There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of
the environmental effects of the proposal.

[V] The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal
is not connected to other actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a) (1)), is not
related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR
1508.27(b) (7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on
actions during preparation of an environmental impact statement.



Results of Review

In accordance with DOE environmental regulations (10 CFR 1021), WAPA has reviewed the proposed action
in terms of the level of NEPA review needed. Basedon this review, WAPA has determined the proposal is
encompassed within a class of action listed in Appendix B to Subpart D (10 CFR 1021.410) which do not
require preparation of either an environmental impact statement (EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA).

The proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatoryrequirements set forth
above are met, and the proposed actionis hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Action taken

X categorical Exclusion (CX)

Determination: Based on my review of information provided to me concerning the proposed action as NEPA
Compliance Officer, | have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the categorical exclusion

listedabove. Therefore, | have determined that the proposed action may be categorically excluded from further NEPA
review and documentation.

Digitally signed by
STAN LEY STANLEY PALMER
Date: 2022.02.08
PALM E 13:18:18 -07'00'
S. Clayton Palmer
CRSP MC NEPA Compliance Officer




Western Area Power Administration,
CRSP MC
NEPA Attachment Sheet

Checklist for Categorical Exclusion Determination, revised Nov. 2011

Application of Categorical Exclusions (1021.410)

Disagree

Agree

Unknown

(b)(1) The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in
appendix A or B to subpart D.

(b)(2) There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that
may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the proposal,
including, but not limited to, scientific controversy about the environmental
effects of the proposal; uncertain effects or effects involving unique or
unknown risks; and unresolved conflicts concerting alternate uses of
available resources

(b)(3) The proposal hasnot been segmented to meet the definition of a
categorical exclusion. Segmentation can occur when a proposal is broken
down into small parts in order to avoid the appearance of significance of the
totalaction. The scope ofa proposal must include the consideration of
connected and cumulative actions, thatis, the proposal is not connected to
other actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(l), is
not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), andis not precluded by 40
CFR 1506.10r§

1021.211 of'this part concerning limitations on actions during EIS
preparation.

B. Conditions that are Integral Elements of the Classes of Actionsin
Appendix B:

NO

UNKNOW

(1) Threaten a violation ofapplicable statutory, regulatory, orpermit
requirements forenvironment, safety and health, or similar
requirements of DOE or Executive Orders.

(2) Require siting and construction ormajor expansion of waste storage,
disposal, recovery, ortreatment facilities (including incinerators), butthe
proposalmay include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal,
recovery, or treatment actions or facilities;

(3) Disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants,or CERCLA-
excluded petroleum andnaturalgasproducts that preexist in the
environment such thatthere would beuncontrolled or unpermitted
releases;




)

Havethe potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally
sensitive resources. An environmentally sensitive resource is typically a
resource thathasbeen identified asneeding protection through
Executive Order, statue, or regulation by Federal, state, or local
government, or a federally recognized Indian tribe. An action may be
categorically excluded if, although sensitive resources are present, the
action would nothave the potential to cause significant impacts on
those resources (such as construction of a building with its foundation
well abovea sole-source aquifer or upland surface soil removalon a
site thathas wetlands). Environmentally sensitive resources include,
butarenot limited to:

)

Property (such as sites, buildings, structures, and objects) of
historic, archaeological, or architectural significance designatedby a
Federal, state, or local government, or property determined to be eligible
forlisting on the National Register ofHistoric Places.

(if)

Federally-listed threatened or endangered species ortheirhabitat
(including critical habitat) or Federally- proposed or candidate species
or their habitat (Endangered Species Act); state-listed or state-proposed
endangered orthreatened species or their habitat; Federally-protected
marine mammals and Essential Fish Habitat (Marine Mammal
Protection Act; Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act); and otherwise Federally-protected species (such as
under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act or the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act);

(iii)

Floodplains and wetlands (as defined in 10 CFR 1022 .4,
Compliance with Floodplain and Wetland Environmental Review
Requirements: "Definitions," or its successor);

@iv)

Areas having a special designation such as Federally- and state-
designated wilderness areas, national parks, national monuments,
national natural landmarks, wild and scenic rivers, state and Federal
wildlife refuges, scenic areas (such as National Scenic and Historic
Trails or National Scenic Areas), and marine sanctuaries;

Prime or unique farmland, or other farmland of statewideorlocal
importance, asdefined at 7 CFR 658.2(a),

Farmland Protection Policy Act: Definitions, or its

successor;

Special sources of water (such as sole-source aquifers, wellhead
protection areas, and other water sources that are vital in a region); and

Tundra, coralreefs, orrain forests.; or

)

Involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally
designated noxious weeds, orinvasive species, unless the proposed activity
would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to
prevent unauthorizedrelease into the environment and conducted in
accordance with applicable requirements, such asthose of the Department of
Agriculture, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the National
Institutes of Health.




