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RECIPIENT:NREL STATE: CO
  
PROJECT TITLE
: NWTC Barn Swallow Nesting Structure; NREL Tracking No. 18-005

 
Funding Opportunity Announcement Number Procurement Instrument Number NEPA Control Number CID Number

DE-AC36-08GO28308 NREL-18-005 GO28308
    
Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under DOE
Order 451.1A), I have made the following determination:
 
CX, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER:
Description:

B1.20 Protection
of cultural
resources, fish
and wildlife
habitat

Small-scale activities undertaken to protect cultural resources (such as fencing, labeling, and flagging) or
to protect, restore, or improve fish and wildlife habitat, fish passage facilities (such as fish ladders and
minor diversion channels), or fisheries. Such activities 109 would be conducted in accordance with an
existing natural or cultural resource plan, if any.

 
Rationale for determination:

 

The U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is proposing to construct a
structure that would provide dedicated nesting habitat for barn swallows found at the National Wind Technology
Center (NWTC) in Jefferson County, Colorado. 
 
The barn swallow nesting structure would be located in the north-east area of the NWTC, in open space just east of
building 251 eastern parking lot. The purpose of the project would be to provide alternate nesting space for the
swallows away from human interference and off of the site facilities, buildings, and research equipment. 

  
Construction of the structure is planned to occur in late March or early April and would take approximately two weeks.
Project activities would involve digging five foundation pits to create reinforced 45” X 30” X 24” foundations blocks.
The structure would be 32 ft. long, 8 ft. high, and 3 ft. wide and is designed to withstand 155 mph winds and 30 PSF
snow cover. 
 
The structure would be permanent and construction would disturb about 47 square feet of vegetation and soil. All
ground disturbing activities would be conducted in accordance with NREL Lab Level Procedure 6-1.29: Stormwater
Pollution Prevention for Construction Activities: National Wind Technology Center. Existing NREL health and safety
policies and procedures would be followed including employee training, proper protective equipment, engineering
controls, monitoring, and internal assessments. 
 
There are no known cultural resources, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands at the NWTC, therefore this project
would not adversely affect these resources. The site has designated critical habitat for the Preble's meadow jumping
mouse at the southeast corner of the NWTC, however, the proposed activities would take place further east in the
northern portion of the site, and would not affect this habitat. 

  
Based on the review of the proposal, DOE has determined the proposal fits within the class of action(s) and the
integral elements of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10 CFR 1021 outlined in the DOE categorical exclusion(s) selected
above. DOE has also determined that: (1) there are no extraordinary circumstances (as defined by 10 CFR
1021.410(2)) related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the proposal; (2)
the proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion; and (3) the proposal is not
connected to other actions with potentially significant impacts, related to other proposals with cumulatively significant
actions, or an improper interim action. This proposal is categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

  
NEPA PROVISION
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 DOE has made a final NEPA determination for this award

Insert the following language in the award:

If the Recipient intends to make changes to the scope or objective of this project, the Recipient is required to contact the Project
Officer, identified in Block 15 of the Assistance Agreement before proceeding. The Recipient must receive notification of approval
from the DOE Contracting Officer prior to commencing with work beyond that currently approved. If the Recipient moves forward
with activities that are not authorized for Federal funding by the DOE Contracting Officer in advance of a final NEPA decision, the
Recipient is doing so at risk of not receiving Federal funding and such costs may not be recognized as allowable cost share.
 
Note to Specialist :

NEPA review completed by Laura Margason on March 26, 2018

 
SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM CONSTITUTES A RECORD OF THIS DECISION.
  
NEPA Compliance Officer Signature:  Kristin Kerwin   Date: 3/26/2018  
 NEPA Compliance Officer    
 
FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMINATION
  

Field Office Manager review required
  
NCO REQUESTS THE FIELD OFFICE MANAGER REVIEW FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON:
  

Proposed action fits within a categorical exclusion but involves a high profile or controversial issue that warrants Field Office
Manager's attention.
Proposed action falls within an EA or EIS category and therefore requires Field Office Manager's review and determination.

  
BASED ON MY REVIEW I CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE NCO :
  
Field Office Manager's Signature:   Date:  
 Field Office Manager   


