
ENVIRONM ENTAL REVI EW fo r CATEGORI CAL EXCL USION DETERM I NATION 
Rocky Mountain Region, Western Area Po" cr Administra tion 

Torrington-Wildcat 69-kV Transmission Line Rebui ld Project, Goshen Coun ty, Wyoming 

A. Hricf Description of Proposal: 

Western Area PO\\<'er Administration (Western) proposes to replace three structures (19-4. 19-5. and 
19-6) with three new structures on its existing Torrington-Wildcat 69-kilovolt (kV) transmission line 
in Goshen County, Wyoming. The action is undertaken at the request of the Wyoming Department 
of Transportation (WYDOT). Western's proposed action is a component of the larger WYDOT 
Torrington Urban Projects. The WYDOT project would realign. widen. and improve U.S. Highway 
(U.S.) 85, U.S. 26. and U.S. 26/85 in the southern part of the City of Torrington. WY. Western's 
action is necessary so WYDOT. as part ofthc Torrington Urban Project, can construct a bridge from 
U.S. ll ighway 26 over railroad tracks at East F Street and provide a minimum clearance of30 feet 
between the new bridgc and transmission line. The project area is located in a high ly disturbed, 
urbanized area between cultivated agricultural lands. a railroad line, and U.S. 26. Western's 
proposed rebuild project is located within WYDOT's project footprint. 

The three ncvv transmission structures are taller and \\ould replace three existing structures to rai se 
the line to the requested height. The structures proposed to be replaced arc located in Sec. IS. T. 24 
N .. R. 61 W. of the 6th Principal Meridian in Goshen County, WY. The new structures would be 
placed within 10 feet of an existing structure. The alignment of the existing 69·kV transmission line 
wi II not change. 

For additiona l information regarding the overall project. an Environmental Assessment (FHWA· 
WY·EA·07·0I) tilled Torrington Urban Projects. u.s. 85 Realignment and U.S. 26 - U.s. 2685 
Reconstruction, Goshen County. Wyoming, dated August 2007 was prepared by WYDOT for the 
Federal Highways Administration. 

B. Number and Title of the Catee:orical Exclusion Being Applied : (See lext in 10 CFR Part 1021. 
Subpart D.) 

84.13. Upgrading a nd rebuilding existing powerlincs. 
Upgrading or rebuilding approximately 20 miles in length or less of existing electric powerlines. 
which may involve minor relocations of small segments of the powerlines. 

C. Regulato rv Requircm ents in 10 C FR 102 1.410 (b): (See full text in regulation and attached 
checklist.) 

I) The proposed action fits \\ ithin a class of actions li sted in Appendix A or B to Subpart D. 

For classes of actions listed in Appendix B, the following conditions arc integral clements. To fit within a 
class. the proposal must not: 

• Threaten a violation of applicable statutor) . regulatory. or permit requirements for environment, 
safet). and health. or similar requirements of DOE or Executh e Orders: 

• Require siting and construction or major e:>.pansion of \\aste storage. disposal , recOvery. or treatment 
facilities (including incinerators). but the proposal may include categorically e",cluded \\aste storage. 
disposal , recovery. or treatment actions or facilities; 
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• Disturb hazardous substances. pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural 
gas products thaI preexist in the environment such that there wou ld be uncontrolled or unpermitted 
releases; 

• Have the potential 10 cause significant impacts on environmenta lly sensitive resources. An 
environmentally sensitive resource is typically a resource thai has been identified as needing 
protection through Executive Order, statute, or regulation by Federal, State, or local government. or a 
federa lly recognized Indian tribe. An action may be categorical ly excluded if, although sens itive 
resources are present. the action \\ould not have the potential to cause s ignificant impacts on those 
resources (such as construction of a building with its foundation well above a sole-source aquifer or 
upland surface soi l removal on a site that has \\etlands). Environmentally sensitive resources include, 
but are not limited 10, those listed in paragraph B. (4) (see Attachment A). 

2) There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the s ignificance of the 
environmental effects of the proposal. 

3) The proposal is not "connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to 
OIher proposed actions with cumulatively s ignifican t impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 
10CFR 1021.211. 

D. Special Stipulations Pertainini!. to the PrOllosal: 

If the scope of work of this project changes, Western's Environmelllal Division must be contacted for 
additional environmental review. 

This Categorical Exclusion is va lid for 3 years after the signatu re dale. If construction has not commenced 
within that time, Western's Environmental Division must be contacted for an updated environmental review 
prior to construction. 

If any cultural materials are discovered during construction, work in the area shall halt immediately. Western 
and the Wyoming SHPO stafTshall be contacted, and the material be evaluated by an archaeo logist or 
historian meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards (48 FR 22716. Sept. 
1983). 

E. Determination : Based on my review of information provided to me and in my possession concerning the 
proposed action, I determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class of actions, the other 
regulatory requirements set forth above are mel. and the proposed action is categorically excluded from 
requirements for an EA or an EIS. 

Gene l1ey, Jr. 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
Rocky Mountain Customer Service Reg ion 
Western Area Power Administration 

Date: ----"-1-.+-.::.1 ;Z~.L,---=-I A...--=---_ 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Conditions That Are Integral Elements of the C lasses 
of Actions in Appendix 8 That Apply to This Proposal 

Checkli st for Categorical Exclusion Detennination. revised Nov. 2011 

Application of Categorical Exclusions (1021.410) Disagree Agree 
(b)(I) The proposal fits within a class ofaetions that is listed in X 
append ix B to subpart D. 
(b)(2) There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the X 
proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental 
effects of the proposaL Extraordinary circumstances are unique 
situations presented by specific proposals. includi ng, but not 
limited to. sc ientific controversy about the environmental effects 
of tile proposal; uncertain effects or effects involving unique or 
unknown risks; and unresolved conflicts concerning alternate 
uses of available resou rces. 
(b)(3) The proposal has not been segmented to meet the X 
definition ofa categorical exclus ion. Segmentat ion can occur 
when a proposal is broken down into small parts in order to 
avoid the appearance of significance of the total action. The 
scope of a proposal must include the consideration of connected 
and cumulative actions. that is. the proposal is not connected to 
other actions with potentially signi ficant impacts (40 CFR 
1508.25(a)( I )), is not re lated to other actions with individually 
insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 
150S.27(b)(7)). and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or § 
1021.211 of this part concerning limitations on actions during 
EIS preparation. 
B. Conditions that are Integral Elements of the Classes of NO YES 
Actions in Appendix B. 
(I) Threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or X 

permit requirements for environment, safety and health. or 
similar requirements of DOE or Execut ive Orders. 

(2) Require siting and construction or major expansion of wasle X 
storage, disposal , recovery, or treatment facilities (incl uding 
incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically 
excluded waste storage, d isposal. recovery, or treatment 
actions or facilit ies; 

(3) Disturb hazardous substances. pollutants, contaminants, or X 
CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that 
preexist in the environment such that there would be 
uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; 

(4) Have the potential to cause significant impacts on X 
environmentally sensitive resources. An environmentally 
sensiti ve resource is typica ll y a resource that has been 
identified as needing protection through Executive Order, 
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statue. or regulation by Federal , state. or local govemment, 
or a federally recognized Indian tribe. An action may be 
categorically excluded if. although sensitive resources are 
present, the action would not have the potential to cause 
significant impacts on those resources (such as construction 
of a building with its foundation well above a sole-source 
aquifer or upland surface soil removal on a site that has 
wetlands). Environmentally sensitive resources include, but 
are not limited to: 
(i) Propeny (such as sites, buildings, structures, and X 

objects) of historic. archaeological. or architectural 
significance designated by a Federal , statc. or local 
government. or property determined to be eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Ilistoric Places: 

(ii) Federally.listed threatened or endangered species or X 
their habitat (inc luding critical habitat) or Federally-
proposed or candidate species or their habitat 
(Endangered Species Act): state·listed or state· proposed 
endangered or threatened species or their habitat ; 
Federally-protected marine mammals and Essential Fish 
Habitat (Marine Mammal Protection Act ; Magnuson· 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act) ; 
and otherwise Federa ll y-protected species (such as 
under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act); 

(iii) Floodplains and wetlands (as defined in 10 eFR 1022.4, X 
-Compliance with Floodplain and Wetland 
Environmental Review Requirements: "Definitions." or 
its successor); 

(iv) Areas having a special designation such as Federally- X 
and state·designated wilderncss areas, national parks, 
national monuments. national natural landmarks, wild 
and scenic rivers, state and Federal wild life refuges. 
scenic areas (such as National Scenic and Historic Trai ls 
or Nat ional Scenic Areas). and marine sanctuaries; 

(v) Prime or unique farnlland, or other fann land of X 
statewide or local importance. as defined at 7 eFR 
658.2(a), -Famlland Protection Policy Act: 
Definitions, or its successor; 

(vi) Special sources ofwater (such as sole·source aquifers, X 
wellhead protection areas, and other water sources that 
are vital in a region); and 

(vii) Tundra. coral reefs. or rain forests; or X 
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(5) Involve genet ically engineered organisms. synthetic bio logy_ X 
governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invas ive 
species. unless the proposed activity \'vould be contained or 
confined in a manner des igned and operated to prevent 
unautho rized re lease into the environment and conducted in 
accordance wi th applicable requi rements, such as those of 
the Department of Agriculture. the Environmental Protection 
Agency. and the National Institutes of Health. 
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