U.S. Department of Energy

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form
Program or Field Office: EERE-RW/EECBG

Project Title: Lighting Upgrades & Retrofits

Location: North Carolina  City of Hickory

Proposed Action or Project Description: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

The EECBG funds would be utilized solely for the material purchases of new electrical lighting apparatus/equipment in the replacement and
upgrades of introducing new energy-efficient lighting equipment for approximately (14) city owned facilities. The labor portion for all listed facilities
will be performed by existing City staff licensed to conduct electrical service applications.

Project Description : Replace existing inefficient lighting in City properties utilizing new energy efficient T-8 lighting fixtures/lamps, T-8 retrofit ballast
kits for 4’ & 8’ fixtures, new T-5 high bay lighting fixtures/lamps, LED style exit light units & emergency light units. The project estimated cost stated
below is for materials only. Labor to install these upgrades will be provided by existing properly licensed city staff.

Proposed City facilities recommended for lighting replacement upgrades/retrofits are as follows:

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:

X - B2.5 Safety and environmental improvements of a facility, replacement/upgrade of facility components

X - B5.1 Actions to conserve energy

*-For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, see Subpart D of 10 CFR10 21 Click Here

This action would not: threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, including DOE and/or Executive Orders;
require siting, construction, or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities, but may include such categorically excluded facilities; disturb
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled
or unpermitted releases; or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources (including but not limited to those listed in paragraph B.(4)) of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10
CFR 1021). Furthermore, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the action; this action is not
"connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR
1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.

Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE

Order 451.1B), | have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

NEPA Compliance Officer: W pé_m% Date Determined:  Oct 26, 2010
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The EECBG funds would be utilized solely for the material purchases of new electrical lighting apparatus/equipment in the replacement and upgrades of introducing new energy-efficient lighting equipment for approximately (14) city owned facilities. The labor portion for all listed facilities will be performed by existing City staff licensed to conduct electrical service applications.

Project Description : Replace existing inefficient lighting in City properties utilizing new energy efficient T-8 lighting fixtures/lamps, T-8 retrofit ballast kits for 4’ & 8’ fixtures, new T-5 high bay lighting fixtures/lamps, LED style exit light units & emergency light units. The project estimated cost stated below is for materials only. Labor to install these upgrades will be provided by existing properly licensed city staff.

Proposed City facilities recommended for lighting replacement upgrades/retrofits are as follows:
* Initial (14) facilities listed under grant DE-EE0001935 [New Lighting/Retrofits for City of Hickory Facilities]

Hickory Regional Water Filtration Facilities
Henry Fork Waste Water Treatment Facilities
(5)-Hickory Recreation Facilities
Whitener Municipal (City Hall) Building -Council Chambers
Whitener Municipal (City Hall) Building - Drive-up Building
Hickory Police Headquarters
Fire Station 2
Fire Station 4
Fire Station 5 
Fire Station 6

* Requested facility addition under grant DE-EE0001935 [New Lighting/Retrofits for City of Hickory Facilities]

Hickory Regional Airport Terminal Building

The listed facilities new lighting materials will be a permanent facility upgrade. By the use of these funds, long-term utility cost reductions are projected by lowering the initial electrical demands for lighting. The City of Hickory has been supportive and proactive in regards to energy conservation by installing new lighting upgrades for other city owned facilities. Locations that have been completed by the in-house labor included the Whitener Municipal Building facility, the District Court facility & the Public Services facility. These three facilities have recently underwent a complete lighting upgrade utilizing T-8 materials including a number of lighting retrofits for a number of existing lighting fixtures. Tracking energy reduction costs are currently performed internally thru the City's Finance division & Budget Offices. The development of electrical & natural gas utility charts in conjunction with the utility suppliers (Duke Energy) spreadsheets are currently being combined to track electrical utility usage and cost reductions. Strategy goals are achieved best for the list of facilities by the City of Hickory utilizing internal City resources (licensed personnel) for equipment replacements, by researching and specifying only energy efficient type materials, by supporting a competitive bid pricing process utilizing approved  suppliers and sales representatives that can offer and support energy efficient materials and are competitive in quoting the best market pricing of materials via bulk ordering for project upgrades and retrofits. 

The overall goal for the list of identified properties for this project is to apply modern energy saving electrical lighting in city owned facilities by increasing and extending long-term usability of facilities and to promote & support energy usage and cost reductions for  governmental & recreational buildings housed within the City of Hickory. Objectively, to identify, promote and pattern a proactive process utilizing future grant opportunities for other City of Hickory facilities recognizing that other energy saving opportunities (example: Building Automation) could significantly reduce electrical energy costs by utilizing, modernizing, specifying, purchasing & installing energy approved equipment for other project endeavors.  

  
[Note: due to surplus funds remaining stemmed from the nearly completion of the existing (14) identified project activities, the City of Hickory is requesting to add one additional project activity under the current awarded grant as follows: Project site #15 [Hickory Regional Airport Terminal Building.]  
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