U.S. Department of Energy
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Program or Field Office: EECBG-EERE/RW
Project Title: Energy Retrofit Programs for Existing Homes
Location: Massachusetts  City of Chelsea

Proposed Action or Project Description: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

Under this project, the City of Chelsea will partner with a weatherization service provider and implement a program to expand energy efficiency
measures in Chelsea so as to provide low and moderate income families with no-cost/low-cost energy efficiency measures. This initiative will have
four elements:

1. Program Planning and Incentive Development: The City of Chelsea and its partners will research existing energy efficiency programs and
anticipate future changes as a consequence of the Massachusetts Green Communities Act to develop an incentive program that allows City
residents to retrofit their homes at no or low cost. The City will examine the possibility of developing a grant program or a loan fund. The plan will
prioritize the use of existing energy efficiency program infrastructure and collaboration with energy service providers to minimize startup and
administrative costs.

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:

X - B5.1 Actions to conserve energy

X - B1.2 Training exercises and simulation

X- A1 - Routine administrative/financial/personnel actions

*-For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, see Subpart D of 10 CFR10 21 Click Here

This action would not: threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, including DOE and/or Executive Orders;
require siting, construction, or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities, but may include such categorically excluded facilities; disturb
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled
or unpermitted releases; or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources (including but not limited to those listed in paragraph B.(4)) of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10
CFR 1021). Furthermore, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the action; this action is not
"connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR
1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.

Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE
Order 451.1B), | have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Digitally signed by Othalene Lawrence
DN: cn=0Othalene Lawrence, 0=0IBMS, ou=EERE,

NEPA Compliance Officer: Othalene Lawrence oo s oo ooe - Date Determined:  Jul 12,2010
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http://www.gc.energy.gov/NEPA/documents/nepa1021_rev.pdf
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Under this project, the City of Chelsea will partner with a weatherization service provider and implement a program to expand energy efficiency measures in Chelsea so as to provide low and moderate income families with no-cost/low-cost energy efficiency measures. This initiative will have four elements:

1. Program Planning and Incentive Development: The City of Chelsea and its partners will research existing energy efficiency programs and anticipate future changes as a consequence of the Massachusetts Green Communities Act to develop an incentive program that allows City residents to retrofit their homes at no or low cost. The City will examine the possibility of developing a grant program or a loan fund. The plan will prioritize the use of existing energy efficiency program infrastructure and collaboration with energy service providers to minimize startup and administrative costs.

2. Community Outreach and Promotion: Simply offering rebates or low-cost financing for energy efficiency services may not adequately motivate homeowners to retrofit their buildings. The City of Chelsea will develop a community based marketing approach to promote its incentive program and to help residents access existing rebates and tax credits. This marketing strategy will particularly target the City's Shurtleff-Bellingham  neighborhood.  This marketing campaign will promote the program using trusted community-based ambassadors from local churches, schools and community organizations. The program will also develop marketing materials that fully explain all available energy efficiency incentives to potential consumers. Traditional utility-based energy efficiency programs have had limited success reaching low- and moderate-income homeowners. This program will explore non-traditional marketing techniques for generating demand in this market segment.

3. Incentive Distribution: The City will work with existing Low-Income Weatherization (Community Action Program) organizations to verify resident eligibility and completion of work and then distribute incentives or loans through the existing utility program administrative infrastructure. The City will also work with the local carpenter's union to coordinate job training.  

4. Monitoring and Verification: The City's retrofit incentives will only support work completed by contractors that have qualified for existing utility-sponsored programs. This will ensure that Chelsea residents receive effective energy efficiency retrofits of their homes and that the City's investment of ARRA dollars supports high-quality installations and leverages existing infrastructure. 
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