U.S. Department of Energy

Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Program or Field Office: EECBG-EERE/RW
Project Title: Compilation of Technical Consultants, Energy Efficiency Retrofits and Renewable Energy

Location: Vermont Cities of S. Burlington, Colchester, Milton, and Burlington
Proposed Action or Project Description: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES

Technical Consulting Services:
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is recommending two subgrants for DOE approval under the Technical Consultant Services
activity.

The City of South Burlington and the Town of Colchester have prepared separate but complementary applications addressing energy efficiency of
condominiums and townhouses Condomlnlums and townhouses make up over one-third of the Clty of South Burlington's housmg stock and about

Categoncal Exclusmn(s) Applled

X - B1.2 Training exercises and simulation

X - B2.5 Safety and environmental improvements of a facility, replacement/upgrade of facility components

X - B5.1 Actions to conserve energy

X- A8 -Award of contracts for technical support/management and operation/personal services

*-For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, see Subpart D of 10 CFR10 21 Click Here

This action would not: threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, including DOE and/or Executive Orders;
require siting, construction, or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities, but may include such categorically excluded facilities; disturb
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that pre-exist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled
or unpermitted releases; or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources (including but not limited to those listed in paragraph B.(4)) of Appendix B to Subpart D of 10
CFR 1021). Furthermore, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the action; this action is not
"connected" to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not precluded by 40 CFR
1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.

Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE
Order 451.1B), | have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

Digitally signed by Othalene Lawrence

NEPA Compliance Officer: Qthalene Lawrence D2V oOthaknelawrence o=0IBMS, ou-EE3C Ryqte Determined:  Apr 19,2010

email=Othalene.Lawrence@ee.doe.gov, c=US
Date: 2010.04.19 16:54:05 -07'00'

Comments: Webmaster: Billie Newland
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http://www.gc.energy.gov/NEPA/documents/nepa1021_rev.pdf
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CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES


Technical Consulting Services:
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is recommending two subgrants for DOE approval under the Technical Consultant Services activity.

The City of South Burlington and the Town of Colchester have prepared separate but complementary applications addressing energy efficiency of condominiums and townhouses. Condominiums and townhouses make up over one-third of the City of South Burlington's housing stock and about 14% of the Town of Colchester's housing stock.  The weatherization of market-rate condominiums has yet to be addressed directly by any program and this subgrant seeks to do just that.  Both applicants will work together to help to educate condo and townhouse associations on the benefits of weatherization as well as guiding participants through the process of energy auditing, prioritizing energy goals with association budgets, and identifying local efficiency programs that may be of assistance.

The two municipalities will work together to establish a project team steering committee, prepare a Request for Qualifications for consulting services, and hire a consultant/coordinator to help advance the education, outreach, and assistance program known as the "How To" Tool Box.  The Tool Box will be a collection of documents that identify incentives, tax credits, education materials regarding energy efficiency, information on various application processes, and discussions on energy auditing and weatherization.  The consultant will share the Tool Box with both municipal Energy Committees as part of the outreach program along with identifying and meeting with interested condo and townhouse associations to explain the Tool Box and its benefits.

Energy Efficiency Retrofits:
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is recommending one subgrant focused on building retrofits for DOE approval.  

The Winooski Valley Park District is proposing an insulation project on the Ethan Allen Homestead in Burlington Vermont.  The project will weatherize and heat an envelope of space within a larger building to be used for school children five days a week, year round.  This project is focusing on weatherization as its most likely form of efficiency, since the location of the site prevents a change in heating options.

Onsite Renewable Technology:
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is recommending three subgrants focused on Renewable Energy for DOE approval.  

The City of South Burlington is proposing a series of demonstration installations in visible locations on city and school district property.  Four solar trackers will be installed and the City has identified approximately six different locations that are suitable for this project.  Each panel is estimated to generate approximately 5,640 kilowatt hours of electricity annually.

The Town of Milton is proposing to install a solar hot water system at their recreation facility.  This facility serves an array of residents who participate in the soccer, baseball, football, and lacrosse leagues. The Town plans on this being the only source of heat for the hot water system.  The project may be a demonstration for other parties to follow suit.

The Vermont Sustainable Heating Initiative is proposing to develop a solid biofuel evaluation for Chittenden County to determine what the potenital biomass supply is in the county, the best aggregation and processing methods, and the potential end-users of biofuel as well as the market demand.
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