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Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Proposed Action Title: Site Characterization, Monitoring, and General Research Activities for Pantex Plant for FY2014

Program or Field Office: NNSA Production Office

Location(s) (City/County/State): Pantex Plant, Amarillo, Carson, Texas

Proposed Action Description:
This NEPA document would be considered an “umbrella” document for Pantex Plant projects pertaining to site characterization, monitoring, and
general research. The activities would be conducted in accordance with guidance from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).
Additional NEPA documentation, providing greater project detail, would be submitted for individual projects and would be tiered from the
appropriate NEPA Review Form.

The scope of this umbrella document would cover onsite and offsite site characterization and environmental monitoring, including siting,
construction (or modification), operation, and dismantlement or closing (abandonment) of characterization and monitoring devices and siting,
construction, and associated operation of a small scale laboratory building or renovation of a room in an existing building for sample analysis.
Activities covered include, but are not limited to, site characterization and environmental monitoring under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response Compensation Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). Specific activities include, but are
not limited to:

« Geological, geophysical (such as gravity, magnetic, electrical, seismic, and radar), geochemical, and engineering surveys and mapping,
including the establishment of survey marks;

« Installation and operation of field instruments, such as stream gauging stations or flow measuring devices, telemetry systems, geochemical
monitoring tools. and aeophvysical exploration tools:

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:

B3.1 - Site characterization and environmental monitoring

B3.3 - Research related to conservation of fish, wildlife, and cultural resources
B3.6 - Small-scale research and development, laboratory operations, and pilot projects

B3.8 - Outdoor terrestrial ecological and environmental research

For the complete DOE National Environmental Policy Act regulations regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each
categorical exclusion, see Subpart D of 10 CFR Part 1021.

Regulatory Requirements in 10 CFR 1021.410(b): (See full text in regulation)
@The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D.

To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten
a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE
or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities
(including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or
facilities; (3) disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that
preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant
impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart
D, Appendix B; (5) involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive
species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release
into the environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part
1021, Subpart D, Appendix B.

@There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the
proposal.

@The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other actions
with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning limitations on actions
during preparation of an environmental impact statement.

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (as authorized under DOE Order 451.1B), | have determined that
the proposed action fits within the specified class(es) of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed
action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.

uy signed by James

NEPA Compliance Officer: James Barrows e el o ot Date Determined:September 26, 2013
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	Proposed Action Title is a required field: Site Characterization, Monitoring, and General Research Activities for Pantex Plant for FY2014
	You must specify the Program or Field Office.: NNSA Production Office 
	Location is a required field.: Pantex Plant, Amarillo, Carson, Texas
	You must provide a description of the proposed action or project.: This NEPA document would be considered an “umbrella” document for Pantex Plant projects pertaining to site characterization, monitoring, and general research.  The activities would be conducted in accordance with guidance from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  Additional NEPA documentation, providing greater project detail, would be submitted for individual projects and would be tiered from the appropriate NEPA Review Form.  

 The scope of this umbrella document would cover onsite and offsite site characterization and environmental monitoring, including siting, construction (or modification), operation, and dismantlement or closing (abandonment) of characterization and monitoring devices and siting, construction, and associated operation of a small scale laboratory building or renovation of a room in an existing building for sample analysis.  Activities covered include, but are not limited to, site characterization and environmental monitoring under the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). Specific activities include, but are not limited to:   

• Geological, geophysical (such as gravity, magnetic, electrical, seismic, and radar), geochemical, and engineering surveys and mapping, including the establishment of survey marks;
• Installation and operation of field instruments, such as stream gauging stations or flow measuring devices, telemetry systems, geochemical monitoring tools, and geophysical exploration tools;
• Drilling and completion of wells for sampling or monitoring of groundwater or the vadose (unsaturated) zone, well logging, and installation of water level recording devices in wells;
• Aquifer response testing;
• Abandonment of field instruments, measuring tools, or wells used for sampling or monitoring of groundwater or the vadose (unsaturated) zone.  Abandonment also includes removal of any surface construction materials such as protective well casing, surface pad, and protective bollards;
• Installation and operation of ambient air monitoring equipment;
• Sampling and characterization of water, soil, rock, or contaminants;
• Sampling and characterization of water effluents, air emissions, or solid waste streams;
• Installation and operation of meteorological towers and associated activities, including assessment of potential wind energy resources;
• Sampling of flora or fauna; and
• Archeological, historic, and cultural resource identification in compliance with 36 CFR, Part 800, and 43 CFR, Part 7.

All planned activities would be conducted in a manner that minimizes waste generation and maximizes recycling.  This may include:  consideration of alternative sampling and drilling techniques; recycling of excavated materials such as soil, water, and other debris; use of the least toxic/hazardous materials in the smallest quantity; use of recycled materials whenever possible to support the Affirmative Procurement Plan; and prevention of spills.
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