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8a~d on my review of the infonnation concerning the proposw action, as NEPA Compliance Omen (authorized under DOE 
Order 451.IA), I have made the following determination: 

ex, EA, [IS APPENDIX AND NUM BER: 
Descript ion: 

83.6 Small-scale research and de .... elopment, laboratory operat ions, and pilot projects 
Siting, construction, modification, operation, and decommiSSioning of facilities for smallscale research and development 
projects, (Xl(lventionaJ laboratory operations (such as preparation of chemical standards and sample analysis); and small­
scale pilot projects (generally less than 2 years) frequently conducted to verify a roncept before demonstration actions 
provided that construCtIon or modification would be Within or conllguous to a previously distUrbed or developed area (where 
active utllibes and currently used roads are readily aa:::essible). Not included in this category are demonstration actions, 
meaning actions that are undertaken al a scale to shQIN whether a technology would be viable on a larger scale and SUitable 
for commercial deploymenl 

Rational for detenn ination: 
DOE and cost share funding would be applied to expanding and enhancing the National Geothermal Data System 
(NGDS) by creating a national, sustainable, distributed, interoperable netwone of state geological survey-based data 
providers that will develop, collect, serve, and maintain geothermal-relevant data that operates as an integral 
compliant component of NGDS Arizona Geological Survey (AZGS) would bring data from the State Geological 
Surveys mto the NGDS, by dlglllzing at-risk legacy, geothermal-relevant data (paper records, samples, etc) , publishing 
existing digital data using standard NGDS data services, and through limited collection of new data in areas lacking 
cnllcal information 

All tasks within the SOPO were categorically exduded under CX A9 by GFO-10-085 on April 16, 2010 because they 
all concerned the gathenng, analysis , and dissemination of data via reports, pUblications, and the development of 
computer software and web-based programming. However, subsequent to that NEPA determination, additional 
funding was added into the award which provided the opportunity for various state geological surveys (acting as 
subcontractors to this award) to expand the scope of Subtask 24 to indude collection of new dala by field wone, 
dnlling of investigation wells, etc States which expand Subtask 2.4 to include any of these activities will require 
additional NEPA analysis of Subtask 2.4 because field activities fall outside of the CX A9 from the original 
determination. All other tasks and subtasks (with the exception of Subtask 2.4) remain covered by the original NEPA 
determination (GFO-10-085). The Original SOPO has been modified to distinguish between the states participating In 
the expansion of Subtask 24 to facilitate the multiple NEPA reviews that will be necessary for this award. This NEPA 
determination is Specific to the West Virginia Geological Survey (VVVGS) 

Subtask 2.4 (E) - Collection of New Data - West Virginia 
This task involves laboratory analYSIS of the thermal conductivity of rock samples and cuttings collected during 
previous field activities. No new field data/samples would be collected. Laboratory analysis would be done at the lab 
facilities of the Chemical Engineering Department of West Virginia University 

Budget for this task DOE $42,858 Cost Share SO 

Based upon the Information provided, the expanded Subtask 24 for Wl/GS is composed of laboratory operations; 
therefore the OOE has categorized this into CategOrical Exdusion B3.6. 

NEPA PROVISION 
OOE has made a final NEPA determination for this award 

https:llwww.eere·pmc.energy.govINEPAINepa _ ef2a.aspx?key~ 12485 1/3112012 
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Insert the following language in the award: 

If you intend to make changes to the scope or objective of your project you are required to contact the Project Officer 
identified in Block 11 of the Notice of Financial Assistance Award before proceeding. You must receive notification of 
approval from the DOE Contracting Officer prior 10 commencing with work beyond that currently approved. 

Note \0 Specialist: 

EF2a prepared by Casey Strickland 

SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM [CORD OF THIS DECISION. 

"<Ie,;) il'U /20{2.. 
NEPA Compliance Officer Signature: --+--i..\,ila,IJ.l~;,!~~::7;;;;::::;-------

FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMINATION 

o Field Office Manager review rcquirt:-d 

NCO REQUESTS THE FIEL.D OFFICE MANAGER REVIEW FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON : 

o Proposed action fi ts within a categorical exclusion but involves a high profile or comrovcrsial issue thai waridnts Field Office 
Manager's ancntion. 

o Proposed action falls within an F.A or EIS category and therefore requires Field Office Manager's review and detcnnination. 

BASED ON MY REVIEW I CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OFTHE NCO: 

Field Office Manager's Signatun:: ------ -"':;:;-"";::-;-;:c::::::--- ----­
Field Office Manager 

https:llwww.eere-pmc.energy.govINEPAlNcpa_ef2a.aspx?key~ 1 2485 

Date: _ ______ _ 

1/3 1/2012 


