Categorical Exclusion (CX) Determination
Proposed Action: Construction of the Appledorn Substation

Description of Proposed Action: The Western Area Power Administration (Western) is
proposing to construct a new facility (Appledorn Substation) to accommodate load growth in the
Minnvalley Electric Cooperative area.

Number and Title of Categorical Exclusions Being Applied: 10 CFR 1021.410 Subpart D,
Appendix B, B4.11: Construction of electric power substations... or modification of existing
substations and support facilities.

Regulatory Requirements for CX Determination: The DOE Guidelines for Compliance with
the Regulatory Requirements for the National Environmental Policy Act at 10 CFR 1021.410(b),
require the following determinations be made in order for a proposed action to be categorically
excluded from National Environmental Policy Act INEPA) review:

1) The proposed action fits within a class of actions listed in Appendix B to Subpart D.

2) There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the
significance of the environmental effects of the proposal; and

3) The proposal is not “connected” to other actions with potentially significant impacts, is
not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not
precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.

Results of Review: In accordance with DOE environmental regulations (10 CFR 1021) Western
has reviewed the proposed action in terms of the level of NEPA review needed. Based on this
review, Western has determined the proposal is encompassed within a class of action listed in
Appendix B to Subpart D (10 CFR 1021.410) which lists actions not normally requiring the
preparation of either an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or an Environmental Assessment
(EA), provided the actions meet the integral elements defined in Appendix B. The proposed
action fits into the categorical exclusion listed under B4.11 “Construction of electric power
substations... or modification of existing substations and support facilities...”. Western
consulted with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office and received a letter from them
concurring with Western’s determination of no historic properties on February 23, 2010.

Determination: Based on my review of information provided to me concerning the proposed
action as NEPA Compliance Officer, | have determined that the proposed action fits within the
specified class of action, the other regulatory requirements set forth above are met, and the
proposed action is categorically excluded from further requirements of NEPA review.
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Minnesota
Historical Society

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

February 23, 2010

Mr. Jeff Irwin

Regional Preservation Officer

Dept. of Energy

Westemn Area Power Administration
North Dakota Maintenance Office
PG Box 1173

Bismarck, ND 58502-1173

RE:  Construction of Appeldorn Substation
T116 R42 817 SE, Lac qui Parle County
SHPO Number; 2010-1471

Dear Mr, rwin:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFR800).

Based on available information, we conclude that no properties listed on or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this project

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 259-3455 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely, ) o
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Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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