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July 2, 2010 
 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island  
ATTN: Regulatory Branch  
Clock Tower Building  
Post Office Box 2004  
Rock Island, Illinois 61204-2004 
 
 
Re: Kirkwood Community College Wind Energy Facility Consulation 
 
Dear Regulatory: 
 
Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa is proposing the construction of a single 
2.5 megawatt wind turbine facility on the Kirkwood main campus.  Kirkwood is a recipient of 
State Energy Program (SEP) grant from the Iowa Office of Energy Independence (OEI) and 
United States Department of Energy (DOE).  Partial project funding for the proposed turbine is 
from this grant.   
 
HR Green, on behalf of Kirkwood, is requesting a preliminary jurisdictional determination for 
potential impacts to waters of the United States within the project Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
identified on the attached Figures 1-3.  USACE consultation is required as part of initial NEPA 
review for this project.  The project facility will include the turbine tower footprint, transformer at 
the base of the tower, and access road from Tower Rd SW adjacent to the proposed turbine 
site. 
 
 
Wetland Observations  
 
A review of the USGS quad map Cedar Rapids South shows the project area is adjacent to an 
unnamed perennial stream that is a tributary of Prairie Creek.  Elevations within the APE appear 
between 790 and 810 feet.  The project area is within the Upper Mississippi-Iowa-Skunk-
Wapsipinicon HUC8 watershed (#07080205).   
 
Mapped soils within the APE include a sliver 0.02 acre of hydric soil and 4.48 acres of non-
hydric soils.  A PEMA (Palustrine, Emergent, Temporary Flooded) NWI polygon appears 
approximately 100 feet west of the APE.   See Figure 2 for more detail.  
 
HR Green Project Scientist Ted McCaslin visited the project site on June 12, 2010.  No 
indications of inundation, saturation or hydrophytic vegetation were observed within the APE.  
Species observed within the project area include: Kentucky bluegrass (Poa praetensis), fescue 
(Festuca spp.), dandelion (Taraxacum officianale), white clover (Trifolium repens), common 
plantain (Plantago major) and crabgrass (Digitaria spp.). The project area appears to be in row 
crops in a 1960s aerial photograph (See Figure 3). 
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The adjacent stream shown on the USGS quad and the NWI polygon areas in Figures 1 & 2 
were investigated for wetland indicators.  A sand/silt substrate, narrow (3-5 feet wide) stream 
was observed at the mapped stream location and mature trees appear to have grown next to 
the stream adjacent to the project area.  The PEMA NWI polygon appeared completely forested 
during the site visit.   
 
Observed tree species included eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoides), silver maple (Acer 
saccharinum), boxelder (Acer negundo), white mulberry (Morus alba), black cherry (Prunus 
serotina),  and black willow (Salix nigra).  Forested wetlands may be present in this forest area.  
The forested areas are completely outside of the project APE. 
 
Conclusions 
No wetland indicators were observed within the APE during a preliminary review and site visit.  
A perennial stream and forested wetlands adjacent to the stream appear to the west of the APE.   
 
Please call me at 651-659-7708 or email tmccaslin@hrgreen.com if you have questions.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
HOWARD R. GREEN COMPANY 
 

 
 
Ted McCaslin 
Project Scientist 
 
Enclosures 
Figure 1 – USGS 1:24,000 Quadrangle Map of Project Area 
Figure 2 – Site Map with NWI & Soils Data 
Figure 3 – 1960s Aerial Photography 
Site Photos 
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FIGURE 2
Soils and NWI
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Map Unit 
Symbol Map Unit Name Hydric Soil? Drainage Class

Acres in 
APE

377B Dinsdale silty clay loam, 2 to 5 percent slopes No Moderately well drained 2.58
84 Clyde silty clay loam Yes Poorly drained 0.02

83C2 Kenyon loam, 5 to 9 percent slopes, moderately eroded No Moderately well drained 1.9
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FIGURE 3
1960s Aerial Photography
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