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Lessons Learned for 
Institutional Controls at the 

Weldon Spring Site
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Institutional Control Mechanisms 

◼ Institutional control mechanisms are designed to

◼ Appropriately limit access to or uses of land, facilities, 
and other real and personal property;

◼ Protect cultural and natural resources; 

◼ Maintain physical security of DOE facilities; and

◼ Prevent or limit inadvertent human and environmental 
exposure to residual contaminants.
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9

Institutional controls include methods to 
preserve knowledge and to inform 
current and future generations of hazards 
and risks.
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Institutional Controls

◼ Institutional controls in place prior to issuance of 
long-term surveillance and maintenance plan

◼ Federal ownership

◼ Interpretive Center

◼ Notation of land ownership

◼ Historical markers

◼ Real estate licenses

◼ Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Army

◼ Federal Facility Agreement
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Historical Marker
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Interpretive Center



2
0

1
0

 L
o

n
g

-T
er

m
 S

u
rv

ei
lla

n
ce

 a
n

d
 M

a
in

te
n

a
n

ce
 C

o
n

fe
re

n
ce

13

Interpretive Center (continued)
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Long-Term Surveillance and 
Maintenance Plan

◼ Process to obtain additional institutional 
controls included

◼ Special-use area (Special Use Area Well Drillers Rule);

◼ Easements with surrounding property owners; and

◼ Updated Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the U.S. Army.
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Special Use Area

◼ Special Use Area Well Drillers Rule was finalized in 
July 2007 for DOE and Army sites

◼ Designated the DOE and Army’s groundwater-restricted 
areas as special areas in the Missouri Code of State 
Regulations

◼ Requires additional drilling protocols and construction 
specifications to be imposed by Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) on any future domestic wells 
installed in these areas
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Special 
Area 4
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Easements with Surrounding 
Non-Federal Property Owners 

◼ MDNR – Division of State Parks

◼ Missouri Department of Conservation (DCD)

◼ Missouri Department of Transportation (MDOT)
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Institutional 
Control Areas
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Institutional Control Areas (continued)
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Easements

◼ Seeking easements for the purpose of restricting the use 
of groundwater

◼ Restrict land use in the Southeast Drainage and Quarry 
Reduction Zone
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Easements (continued)

◼ Long and unknown process

◼ The planned easements are another layer for long-term 
control in the future

◼ Currently have controls over the groundwater-restricted 
areas with State and Federal ownership of properties

◼ Special use area regulation

◼ Annual inspection
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DOE Steps Toward Acquiring Easements

◼ Obtained legal descriptions and surveyed the 
affected properties

◼ Conducted a title search for the affected parties

◼ Obtained preliminary title commitment

◼ Obtained appraisal of affected areas

◼ Issued letters to property owners to initiate discussion 
regarding proposed easements

◼ Included a letter with a draft easement and 
offer letter

◼ Issued periodic reminder letters
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Easements

◼ DOE and MDNR-Parks finalized and signed the 
easement in September 2009

◼ DOE continues to work closely with MDC and MDOT 
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Updated MOU with Army

◼ The MOU with the Army was finalized and signed by 
both parties in October 2009 
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Annual Inspection Process
Includes Inspection of Current and 
Planned Institutional Control Areas
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Bergermeister Spring
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Southeast Drainage
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Lessons Learned for 
Institutional Controls

◼ Institutional controls take time to develop and patience 
and persistence to obtain

◼ The process is best started well in advance

◼ It is a good practice to layer the institutional controls

◼ The Weldon Spring site has made good progress in 
obtaining necessary institutional controls


