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STERILIZATION/SANITATION

Radiation is used to kill
germs and parasites that
can get into our foods.

It’s also used to remove
bacteria from medical
products, like surgical tools.

EDUCATION

Some teachers and scientists
use nuclear materials to conduct
research, like finding the age of
mummies and other artifacts.
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WHERE DOES RADIATION

COME FROM?

Atoms are like the LEGO® bricks of the
Universe. They form the basis of all things
that surround us, which is called “matter.”
Radioactivity is the spontaneous release of
energy from an unstable atom.
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NATURALLY OCCURING HUMAN-MADE
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j‘”Background” is ihe word we use io descrlbe- - Radiation is encountered or used for different
= rqglqhon from" natural sources like c cosmic cmd = purposes in our daily lives. Some encounters
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: . o e by Y w .+ while other encounters happen in ways that

can/t be seen and don’t affect us at all.
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