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List of Acronyms

Basin Electric Basin Electric Power Cooperative

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DOS Department of State

EA Environmental Assessment

kv kilovolt

KXL Keystone XL

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act

NOI Notice of Intent

Project Big Bend to Witten 230-kV Transmission Project
ROW right-of-way

RUS Rural Utilities Service

SDGFP South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks
SDNHP South Dakota Natural Heritage Program
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Western Western Area Power Administration
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1.0 Introduction

Two primary principles of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) are full disclosure of potential
environmental effects and open public participation throughout the decision-making process. Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Big Bend to
Witten 230-kilovolt (kV) Transmission Project (Project) in south-central South Dakota. RUS is the lead
agency and Western Area Power Administration (Western) is participating as the cooperating agency.
The Scoping Report provides an overview of the public scoping process and a summary of the scoping
comments and the issues and concerns identified during the scoping process.

11 Project Background and Project Description

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s RUS is currently considering whether to provide Project financing
for the proposed 70-mile-long, 230-kV Project. Western is considering whether to provide
interconnection of the proposed 70-mile-long, 230-kV single-circuit transmission line to its transmission
system. The Project also would include a new Lower Brule Substation, additions to the existing Witten
Substation, and 2 miles of 230-kV double-circuit transmission line between Big Bend Dam and the new
Lower Brule Substation.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric) has applied to RUS for financing and proposes to
construct and operate the Project to meet existing and future electric power requirements in south-
central South Dakota. Basin Electric would interconnect the new transmission line to the existing
Western transmission system. The proposed Project would be located in south-central South Dakota, in
Lyman and Tripp counties. Approximately 6 miles of the single-circuit transmission line and all of the
double-circuit transmission line, as well as Western’s Lower Brule Substation, would be constructed on
the Lower Brule Indian Reservation.

The proposed Project would transfer power from Western’s transmission system near Big Bend Dam to
Rosebud Electric Cooperative’s Witten Substation, near Witten, South Dakota. It is anticipated that some
communication facility additions or enhancements may be necessary for the Project, including
communication towers and buildings at the Lower Brule Substation, Witten Substation, and other
intermediate sites.

Under RUS regulations for implementation of NEPA, an EA with scoping is being prepared to assess
potential impacts of the proposed action on the human and natural environment. RUS is responsible for
NEPA compliance and related statutes for the proposed Project. Since the Project would be constructed
partly on the Lower Brule Indian Reservation, other cooperating agencies may be identified.

1.2 Purpose of Scoping

Scoping is the process of actively soliciting input from the public and other interested federal, state, tribal,
and local agencies. Information gained during scoping assists RUS in identifying potential environmental
issues, alternatives, and mitigation measures associated with development of the proposed Project. The
process provides a mechanism for determining the scope and significant issues (40 Code of Federal
Regulations [CFR] 1501.7 and CFR 1508.25) so that the EA can focus the analyses on areas of interest
and concern. Therefore, public participation during the scoping period is a vital component to preparing a
comprehensive and sound NEPA document. Scoping provides the public, tribes, and agencies
opportunities for meaningful public involvement in the decision-making process.
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The agencies’ overriding scoping goal is to engage a diverse group of public and agency participants to
solicit relevant input and provide timely information throughout the review process. Five specific goals
were established in the Project’s Public Participation Plan, including:

e Increase public awareness and understanding about the NEPA process through meaningful
stakeholder participation;

¢ |dentify the public’'s concerns so they can be addressed in the EA,

e Obtain public, federal, state, and local agency, and tribal comment and input;

e Effectively communicate, cooperate, and consult with the tribes, federal and state agencies, and
local elected and appointed officials; and

e Evaluate the success of the communications and public participation activities.
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2.0 Summary of the Scoping Process

2.1 Pre-Scoping Activities
2.1.1 Lower Brule and Rosebud Sioux Tribes

Prior to RUS’ publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI), several meetings were held with the Lower Brule
Sioux Tribe regarding potential corridors and routes for the Lower Brule to Witten transmission line. The
first meeting was arranged and held by the LBST on February 25, 2010. Western, Basin Electric, the
LBST Chairman, members of the LBST Tribal Council, members of the LBST Elder Advisory
Committee, the staff of the LBST Cultural Resource Office, representatives from the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe Tribal Historic Preservation Office, and personnel from ENTRIX (at the time the Department of
State [DoS] NEPA consultant for the proposed KXL pipeline project) were present at the meeting.
The purpose of the meeting was to respond to the LBST’s request for a Project description and
clarification of the need(s) for the proposed Project. Concerns were raised regarding the purpose of
the proposed transmission line and regarding the proposed corridors being too close to cultural
sensitive areas and wetland areas in several places.

On March 15, 2010, Basin Electric and Western personnel met with LBST cultural resources office
staff and Rosebud Sioux Tribal Historic Preservation Office staff at Lower Brule Tribal
Administrative Building to modify the route options in response to Tribal concerns. As a result of
these meetings, route options along State Highway (SH) 47 were eliminated and three options that
extended south from the proposed Lower Brule Switchyard were added. Basin Electric also shifted
the corridor northeast of Winner, to avoid an area with a high potential for cultural resource sites.

On January 10, 2011, Basin Electric personnel met with Tribal representatives at Lower Brule Tribal
Headquarters. The purpose of the meeting was to provide a project update and to discuss the NEPA
process, alternative corridor placement, and the process and requirements for Tribal permitting and
easements.

2.1.2 County Commissioners’ Meetings

Basin Electric environmental, engineering, and ROW representatives met with Tripp and Lyman County
Commissions during their normally scheduled meetings on April 5, 2011. Commissioners were provided
PowerPoint® slide handouts about the Project; the slides provided the basis for discussion at each
meeting. The handouts provided information about Basin Electric, the proposed Project, permitting
requirements, and Project timelines.

Commissioners were asked if they had any questions, comments, or concerns about the Project or if
they were aware of any local permits that would be required. Both counties were supportive of the
Project and indicated there were no county zoning or permitting requirements. Lyman County raised the
issue of a recent ordinance aimed at meteorological towers, with the thought that it also may apply to
transmission structures. Upon further review with the Lyman County Commission, it appeared the
ordinance did not apply.

2.2 Notification

The initial step in the NEPA process is to notify the public, other government agencies, and tribes of
RUS'’ intent to prepare an EA with scoping and hold public scoping meetings by publishing the NOI in
the Federal Register. The NOI for the Project was published in the Federal Register on April 12, 2011.
Additionally, legal notices and display advertisements were published in the local newspapers, twice,
at least 10 days prior to the first public scoping meeting. Table 2-1 provides a summary of the legal
notices and display advertisements. Copies of the NOI, publications and affidavits are provided in
Appendix A - Notification.
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Table 2-1 Newspaper Notification

Newspaper Display Advertisement Legal Notice
Capital Journal April 15 and April 22, 2011 April 15 and April 22, 2011
Lyman County Herald April 13 and April 20, 2011 April 13 and April 20, 2011
Winner Advocate April 20, 2011 April 13 and April 20, 2011
23 Consultation and Coordination with Federal, State, and Local Governments

Specific regulations require RUS to coordinate and consult with federal, state, and local agencies about
the potential of the proposed Project and alternatives to affect sensitive resources. The coordination and
consultation must occur in a timely manner and are required before any final decisions are made. Issues
related to agency consultation may include biological resources, cultural resources, socioeconomics, and
land and water management. For example, biological resource consultations apply to the potential for
Project activities to disturb sensitive species or habitats. Cultural resource consultations would apply to
the potential for impacts to important cultural or archaeological sites. RUS distributed letters to the
following agencies requesting biological information:

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS);

e South Dakota Natural Heritage Program (SDNHP); and

e South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP).

2.4 Tribal Government-to-Government Consultation

Under Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments, RUS is
required to establish regular and meaningful consultation and collaboration with Native American tribal
governments on development of regulatory policies and issuance of permits that could significantly or
uniquely affect their communities. RUS distributed letters to the following tribes notifying them about the
Project:

e Lower Brule Sioux Tribe;

e Rosebud Sioux Tribe of Indians;

e Standing Rock Sioux Tribe;

e Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma;

e Ponca Tribe of Nebraska;

e QOglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Reservation;

e Crow Creek Sioux Tribe;

e Santee Sioux Nation; and

e Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe.

Consultation with the tribes will continue throughout the Project as stipulated under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as amended.

25 Scoping Meetings

Public scoping meetings offer an opportunity for public involvement during the scoping period. The
meetings are designed to promote information exchange about the proposed Project and to gather public
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input on issues of concern that may need to be considered in the EA. RUS hosted two public scoping
meetings: one in Reliance, South Dakota and one in Winner, South Dakota. The dates, locations, and
number of public attendees at the scoping meetings are presented in Table 2-2.

Table 2-2 Scoping Meetings

Meeting Location

Meeting Date/Time

Number of Attendees
that Signed In

Inn Express and Suites

4-7 p.m.

Reliance, South Dakota Tuesday, April 26, 2011 35
American Legion Post 179 4-7 p.m.
Winner, South Dakota Holiday | Wednesday, April 27, 2011 48

The public scoping meetings were conducted in open house format to allow for an open exchange of
information and to enable attendees to ask agency personnel and Basin Electric representatives
guestions about the Project. Display boards showing the project location and the NEPA process were

presented to facilitate conversation. Large maps were spread on tables so that landowners could identify
their property and areas of concern. Informational materials about the Project, NEPA process,

transmission line siting, and right-of-way (ROW) were available as handouts. Attendees also were

provided comment forms to complete and submit at the meeting or mail to RUS at a later date.
Appendix B includes the materials that were available at the public scoping meetings.
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3.0 Summary of Key Scoping Comments

The 45-day public scoping period ended on May 27, 2011. RUS received a total of 18 comment
submittals (e.g., letters, comment forms) containing 43 individual comments during the public scoping
period. Most of the comments RUS received were from potentially affected landowners.

Following the close of the public scoping period, comments were compiled and analyzed to identify
issues and concerns. A majority of the comments were related to:

¢ Impacts associated with routing the proposed transmission line across private property;
e Visual impacts to residents;
o Potential effects to agricultural activities; and

e Transmission line routing preferences.

A comprehensive list of the scoping comments are provided in Appendix C and sorted by topic.
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4.0 Activities Following Scoping

The NEPA process provides additional opportunities for public input. Following the scoping period, the
transmission line route refinement process will continue and a Draft EA will be prepared, incorporating
information received from the public during the scoping period. Once the Draft EA is prepared, the public
will be notified of its availability for review. During a 45-day review period, the public can comment on key
issues and the adequacy of the environmental analyses. Figure 4-1 identifies additional opportunities
and the anticipated schedule for the public to provide comments and participate in the EA process.

Environmental Assessment
NEPA Process

MNotification of EA ;
Preparation — April 2011

Scoping Meetings — April 2011

Prepare Draft EA — July-Nov_ 2011

Public Comment
on Draft EA — February 2012

Incorporate

Comments/Finalize EA — March/April 2012

Determination Issued = May 2012

Finding of No

Initizke. EIS Significant Impact

[ Opportunities
for Public Input

Figure 4-1 EA NEPA Process
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between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time, Monday through Friday.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting is open to the public. More
information will be posted on the Mt.
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest Web
site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mbs/
projects/rac.shtml.

Comments may be sent via e-mail to
pforbes@fs.fed.us or via facsimile to
(360) 436—1309. All comments,
including names and addresses when
provided, are placed in the record and
are available for public inspection and
copying. The public may inspect
comments received at the Darrington
Ranger District office at 1405 Emens
Avenue, Darrington, Washington,
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.).

Dated: April 5, 2011.
Renee Bodine,
Acting Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 2011-8647 Filed 4-11-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Basin Electric Power Cooperative:
Notice of Intent To Hold Public
Scoping Meetings and Prepare an
Environmental Assessment

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of Intent to hold public
scoping meetings and prepare an
Environmental Assessment (EA).

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) intends to hold public scoping
meetings and prepare an Environmental
Assessment with Scoping (EA) to meet
its responsibilities under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 7
CFR part 1794 in connection with
potential impacts related to a proposed
project by Basin Electric Power
Cooperative (Basin Electric). The
proposed Big Bend to Witten
Transmission Line Project (proposed
action) consists of an approximately 70-
mile long 230-kV single-circuit
transmission line, a new Western Area
Power Administration (Western)
substation called Lower Brule
Substation, an addition to the existing
Witten Substation, and approximately
two miles of 230-kV double-circuit
transmission line between Big Bend
Dam and the new Lower Brule
Substation. It is anticipated that some
communication facility additions or
enhancements may be necessary for the
project including radio towers and
buildings at Lower Brule Substation,
Witten Substation, and one or two

intermediate sites. Basin Electric is
requesting RUS financial assistance for
the proposed action.

DATES: RUS will conduct public scoping
meetings in an open house format to
provide information and solicit
comments for the preparation of the EA.
The scoping meetings will be held on
the following dates: The American
Legion Post 179, 109 North 5th Avenue,
Reliance, SD, on Tuesday April 26,
2011, 4-7 p.m.; The Holiday Inn
Express and Suites, 1360 East Highway
44, Winner, SD, on Wednesday April
27,2011, 4-7 p.m.

ADDRESSES: To send comments or
request additional information, contact:
Mr. Richard Fristik, Senior
Environmental Protection Specialist,
USDA, Rural Utilities Service, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., Stop 1571,
Washington, DC 20250-1571.
Telephone: (202) 720-5093 or e-mail:
richard.fristik@wdc.usda.gov.

A Macro Corridor and Alternative
Evaluation Study has been prepared for
the proposed project. The document is
available for public review prior to and
during the public scoping meetings. The
report is available at the RUS address
provided in this notice and on the
agency’s Web site at: http://
www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm,
the offices of Basin Electric and the
following repositories:

Kennebec Public Library, 203 S Main,

Kennebec, SD 57544
Tripp County Library—Grossenburg

Memorial, 442 Monroe Street,

Winner, SD 57580
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
network transmission system in South
Dakota is not able to accommodate
projected load growth by 2014. The
major impact is the addition of the
pumping station loads associated with
the proposed Keystone XL pipeline.
Seven pumping stations are proposed to
be located in South Dakota. The two
pumping stations to be connected to the
Witten Substation and Gregory
Substation would have a large impact
on the network transmission system.
These substations are located in a
relatively remote area from a network
transmission perspective and therefore
do not have a strong redundant
transmission connection. The existing
Western 115-kV line between the
Mission Substation and the Fort Randall
Substation is not able to reliably
accommodate the ultimate pump station
build-out load level. An outage of the
Fort Randall to Gregory 115-kV line
would result in operating voltage
criteria violations in the areas of
Mission and Gregory, SD. The addition
of the Big Bend to Witten 230-kV

transmission line would provide an
increase in the load serving capacity
such that the delivery needs of the
projected network load can be met in a
reliable manner.

The proposed action consists of an
approximately 70-mile long 230-kV
single circuit transmission line, a new
Western Substation called Lower Brule
Substation, an addition to the existing
Witten Substation, and approximately
two miles of 230-kV double-circuit
transmission line between Big Bend
Dam and the new Lower Brule
Substation. Lower Brule Substation
would be a new facility, to be built by
Western, near Big Bend Dam on the
Missouri River. Western would also
construct, own, and operate
approximately two miles of double
circuit transmission line between Big
Bend Dam and the new Lower Brule
Substation. The Witten Substation is
owned by Rosebud Electric Cooperative
and is near the town of Witten, SD.
Basin Electric would build and own the
addition to the Witten Substation. It is
anticipated that some communication
facility additions or enhancements may
be necessary for the project including
radio towers and buildings at Lower
Brule Substation, Witten Substation,
and one or two intermediate sites.

Basin Electric is seeking financing
from RUS for its ownership of the
proposed project. Before making a
decision to provide financing, RUS is
required to conduct an environmental
review under NEPA in accordance with
RUS’s Environmental Policies and
Procedures (7 CFR Part 1794). Western
has agreed to be a cooperating agency in
preparation of the EA. Government
agencies, private organizations, and the
public are invited to participate in the
planning and analysis of the proposed
action. Representatives from RUS,
Western and Basin Electric will be
available at the scoping meetings to
discuss the environmental review
process, describe the proposed action,
discuss the scope of environmental
issues to be considered, answer
questions, and accept comments.
Comments regarding the proposed
action may be submitted (orally or in
writing) at the public scoping meetings
or in writing by May 27, 2011, at the
Rural Utilities Service address provided
in this notice. From information
provided in the Macro Corridor and
Alternatives Evaluation Study Report,
from government agencies, private
organizations, and the public, Basin
Electric Power Cooperative will prepare
an environmental analysis to be
submitted to RUS for review. RUS will
review the environmental analysis and
determine the significance of the
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impacts of the proposal. If accepted, the
document will be adopted as the
environmental assessment (EA) for the
proposal. RUS’s EA would be available
for review and comment for 45 days.
Should RUS determine, based on the EA
for the proposal, that impacts associated
with the construction and operation of
the proposal would not have a
significant environmental impact, it will
prepare a finding of no significant
impact (FONSI). Public notification of a
FONSI would be published in the
Federal Register and in newspapers
with circulation in the proposal area.

If at any point in the preparation of an
EA, RUS determines that the proposed
action will have a significant effect on
the quality of the human environment,
the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement will be required. Any
final action by RUS related to the
proposed action will be subject to, and
contingent upon, compliance with all
relevant Federal, State, and local
environmental laws and regulations and
completion of the environmental review
requirements as prescribed in RUS’s
Environmental Policies and Procedures.

Dated: April 5, 2011.
Mark S. Plank,

Director, Engineering and Environmental,
Staff, Rural Utilities Service.

[FR Doc. 2011-8719 Filed 4-11-11; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-403-801, C-403-802]

Fresh and Chilled Atlantic Salmon
From Norway: Extension of Time
Limits for Preliminary and Final
Results of Full Third Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Sunset Reviews

AGENCY: Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

DATES: Effective Date: April 12, 2011.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kristen Johnson for (CVD) at 202—482—
4793 and Eric Greynolds for (AD) at
202-482-6071, AD/CVD Operations,
Office 3, Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th
Street and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230.

Background

On January 3, 2011, the Department of
Commerce (the Department) initiated
the third sunset reviews of the
antidumping (AD) and countervailing
duty (CVD) orders on fresh and chilled

Atlantic salmon from Norway, pursuant
to section 751(c) of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended (the Act). See
Initiation of Five-Year (“Sunset’)
Review, 76 FR 89 (January 3, 2011).
Within the deadline specified in 19 CFR
351.218(d)(1)(i), the Department
received a notice of intent to participate,
in both the AD and CVD sunset reviews,
on behalf of Phoenix Salmon U.S., Inc.
(Phoenix Salmon), a domestic interested
party. Phoenix Salmon claimed
interested party status under section
771(9)(C) of the Act, as a producer of
subject merchandise.

The Department received timely
substantive responses from Phoenix
Salmon and the following respondent
interested parties: the Government of
Norway, Norwegian Seafood Federation
(NSF), and the Aquaculture Division of
the Norwegian Seafood Association
(ADNSA). The domestic and respondent
interested parties also submitted to the
Department timely rebuttal comments.

On April 6, 2011, after analyzing the
submissions from the interested parties
and finding that NSF and ADNSA have
standing as foreign interested parties
and that the substantive responses
submitted by all of the interested parties
are adequate, the Department
determined to conduct full sunset
reviews of the AD and CVD orders on
fresh and chilled Atlantic salmon from
Norway. See Memorandum to Gary
Taverman, Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Operations, from
Melissa Skinner, Director, Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations,
Office 3, regarding “Adequacy
Determination: Third Sunset Reviews of
the Antidumping and Countervailing
Duty Orders on Fresh and Chilled
Atlantic Salmon From Norway,” (April
6, 2011).

Extension of Time Limits

In accordance with section
751(c)(5)(B) of the Act, the Department
may extend the period of time for
making its determination by not more
than 90 days, if it determines that the
review is extraordinarily complicated.
We determine that the AD and CVD
sunset reviews are extraordinarily
complicated, pursuant to section
751(c)(5)(C) of the Act, because of a
large number of complex issues in each
review that the Department must
analyze.

The preliminary results of the full
sunset reviews of the AD and CVD
orders on fresh and chilled Atlantic
salmon from Norway are scheduled for
April 23, 2011, and the final results of
these reviews are scheduled for August
31, 2011. The Department is extending

the deadlines for both the preliminary
and final results of the full sunset
reviews.

As aresult, the Department intends to
issue the preliminary results of the full
sunset reviews of the AD and CVD
orders on fresh and chilled Atlantic
salmon from Norway on July 22, 2011,
and the final results of the reviews on
November 29, 2011. These dates are 90
days from the original scheduled dates
of the preliminary and final results of
these full sunset reviews.

This notice is issued in accordance
with sections 751(c)(5)(B) and (C)(v) of
the Act.

Dated: April 6, 2011.
Gary Taverman,

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Operations.

[FR Doc. 2011-8735 Filed 4-11-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-489-805]

Certain Pasta From Turkey: Extension
of Time Limit for the Preliminary
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review

AGENCY: Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie Moore, AD/CVD Operations,
Office 3, Import Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th Street
and Constitution Ave., NW.,
Washington, DC 20230; (202) 482-3692.

Background

On July 24, 1996, the Department
published in the Federal Register the
antidumping duty order on certain pasta
from Turkey. See Notice of
Antidumping Duty Order and Amended
Final Determination of Sales at Less
Than Fair Value: Certain Pasta From
Turkey, 61 FR 38545 (July 24, 1996). On
July 1, 2010, we published in the
Federal Register the notice of
“Opportunity to Request Administrative
Review” of this order for the period July
1, 2009, through June 30, 2010. See
Antidumping or Countervailing Duty
Order, Finding, or Suspended
Investigation; Opportunity To Request
Administrative Review, 75 FR 38074
(July 1, 2010). On July 30, 2010, we
received a request from petitioners? to

1New World Pasta Company, American Italian
Pasta Company, and Dakota Growers Pasta
Company (collectively, petitioners).
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O‘-’\Q v\f No\ & of said county, being, first duly sworn, on
oath, says: That he{ghe¥s the publisher or an employee of the publisher of the Capital Journal, a
daily newspaper published in the City of Pierre in said County of Hughes and State of South
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That the full amount of the fee charged for the publication of the attached public notice inures to
the sole benefit of the publisher or publishers; that no agreement or understanding for the division
thereof has been made with any other person, and that no part thereof has been agreed to be paid

to any persop-whomsoever; that the fees charged for the publication thereof are: $_ |2 (e .
Signed:

subscribed and sworn to before me this Q day of Gﬂ N 20 U
Notary Public in and for the County of ughes South Dakota.

My Commission expires S~\&% ,2015 .
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sion connection. Beiore making a menta! issues to proposal ! ac- mnes that the
The existing West- decision to pro- be considered, an- cepted the docu- proposed action
arn 115-kV line vide financing swer questions ment wil be wiif have a signifi-
between the Mis- RUS is required to and accept com- edopted as fhe cant effect on the
sion Substation conduct an anvi- ments Comments environmental as- quaiity ot the hu-
and the Fort Ran- review g the pro- (EA for man environment
daii Substation is under NEPA in ac- posed action may the  proposa the preparation of
not able to rellably cordance wth be submitted RUS's EA wouid an Environmenta
US's Envi (orally or in writ- be avaiiable for re- impact Statement
ultimate pump sta- mental  Poficies ing) at the public view and com- wili be required
tion bulid-out load and Procedures (7 scoping meetings ment tor 45 days Any finat ection by
level. An oitage of CFR Part 1794) or in writing by Shouid RUS de RUS reiated to the
the Fort Randall lo Western  has May 27 2011 at termine based on proposed action
Graegory 115-kV agreed 1o be a ¢co- the Rurat Utilities the EA for the pro- will be subject to
line would result in operaling agency Service address posa that Im- and contingent
operating voltage in preparation ot provided In this pacts associated upon compi ance
criteria vioiations the EA  Govern- notice From infor- with the construc- with ail relevant

Wlshm youa

APPY BIRTHDAY

With lots of love, Your Family

in the Mission and ment agencies mation provided in tion and operation Federal  Siate
Gregory South prlvala orglnlza- the Macro Corridor of the proposal and foca environ-
Dakota area. The tions, and the pub- and Aiternat ves would not have & mantali laws and

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO WATCH?

addition of the Big iic are Invited to Evaluation Study stgnif cant envi- ¢ and
Bend to Witten participate in the Report trom gov- ronmanial impact compistion of the
230-kV fransmis- pianning  and emment agencies it wiii prepare a environmental re-
sion line would anaiysis of the private organiza- finding of no sig- view requirements
provide an in- proposad acton tions, and the pub- niticant impact as prescribed n
crease in the load Representatives lic Basin Electric (FONS] Pubic RUS s Environ-
sefving capacity from RUS West- Power Coopera- notlfication of a mentai Polic es
such that the de- ern and Baein tive will prepare FONS} would be end Procedures
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(L0 Public Notice

Rl oblic Notice {{TlPoblic Notice ElMPohtic Notice ElIPubtic Notice

tversen lo meet with at 10:20 p.m Intern Intormation onded to analyze the patad that some work trensmission {(FONSI) Public 3
States Altomay Ma- Technology - An- potential lor a TIF tor communication fe- system  These notification of a If ou re
her to drafl a letier BOARD OF drew Ofson §10.25, Beck Motor Com- gty additions or substations are lo- FONS! would be

stating that Staniey STANLEY COUNTY 8) New Hiis Sea- panylobelocaled &t gnrancements  cated in a2 rela- pubiished in the

County does not ooh:fjlsslonsus sonal Cibrary - tna comer e S may be necessary tively remola area Federal Raglster

Ao sy Mot 10,00, Metacs ok paes wed oo as ol for the project In- irom & network and in_newspa- readin: this

carried. patrick $10.00; 9) Planning Commis- Cluding radio tow- trangmission per- pars with circula- ]
GOLDENWEST ATTEST Naw tire Intern ULIE- sion Unantmous ap- 8 and buildings epactive  and tion in the pro.

EASEMENT Tom lies - Molly Ryan proval. at Lower Bruie therefore do not posal area

Finn was in altan- Knsti Kroll, $10.25; 10) Moty Commisstoner Substation, Witten have a strong re- [f at any point in k

dance There will ba Audior Financlat Summary; Harding moved and Substation, and dundant transmis- the preparation of nOW

a V"'”"“A’;:: % e she ! 1) Claims Unani- g?'”';"";':“""" one or two Intar- sion connection an EA RUS dater-
oating on uolished once at mous epproval n 8000080 rediatg sites Ba- The existing West- mines that the

810002 m al the tne (ot approximate _ ALLTEL. CELL to agjoum 830pm gt B0 % T8 P OFEng Wisd proposed action ¥

Hayes Hall Fion ot~ cost of $60.09. SERVICE, 88 43, Unanimous ap- questing RUS fi. batween the Mis- wil nave a signil- ou ll

cable x:,: :‘nqy will SNAXLP 11320 Zélgggﬁﬁ‘hw“ proval nancial assistance sion Substation cant effect on the y

ba boring and that jigy 422 MEMB TO CARAT P, Twila Hight 107 the proposed and ths Fort Ran- quality of the hu-

they wilt be using REQUESTFOR 1219, FIRST Na- Finance Ofiicer action. oait Subs!auqn I8 man environment

GPS Sullvan sizled  PROPOSALS TIONAL  BANK, DATES RUS wilt not able to relizbly the preparation of rea

thal he doesn’ feol ARCHITECTURAL CLEAN WATER Publisned once al conduct public the an .

the need lor an  gERVICESFOR STATE REVOLV the lolal appraximate gooping meetings uitimate pump sta- impact Statement

essement al all  DESIGN&  FUND,1.06562  cosiof $57.30 in an open house tion build-out Ioad will ba required

cronsings as thera  CONSTRUCTION = Commissionec format 1o provide level An outage of Any final action by

":Jg:g“to“;ga UBRARY Inat it has been sk El’!blﬁ Notice information and the Fort Randall to AUS related o the
BIDS Sullivan EXPANSION most a year since solicit comments qngavy 115-kV proposed action
staled thal al dids PROJECT tha Ctty Impte- SNAXLP 11311 for the preparation line would result in will be lubjed to, Want resuits?
wera higher than an- PIERRE, SD mented the now Wa- 4ldly 4/20, 4/22. of the EA Scoping operating voltaga and  contingent

Ikipated Motion by The of Pierre is tor Treatmen Proc- 4/27, 4/29 meetings will be criteria violations upon compl ance tan)
Scott, seconded by m;cn?rz proposals €s8. The new proc- PUBLIC NOTICE held on the foliow- in the Mission and with al re avant Use the Classified Section!
Iversan to deny all fom qualfied firma 88 has resulled in *Dean Kurtz Con- ing dates Raell- Gragory South Federe  Stata
bids All voted aye intsrested in provic- low Compainis and struction Com- ance, South Da- Dakota area The and local environ-
oton pamied Sul ng design and con- ¢SS Slall Ume 1SN pany is requesting kota, American addiion of the Big mental aws and Pl u
g el pur. “’W“""o:'m'"" Dn';n Erower. ety Subcontractor and Legion Post 179 Bend to Witten regulations and ace your
chase options trom ;:f.': mm’,‘m: ot ex- SUI 109 North 5th 230-kV transmis- completion of the Classified Ad today!
the bidders brary In Plerre, SD plained the new f0r the New Ft Avenue, Tuesday sion ine wouid re Ad today!
HUMAN  RE- Rawiing Library cur- 1aps 1hey have Thompson Water Aprli 26, 201t 4-7 provide an in- view fequirements .
SOURCES Chuck rently encompasses laken over the past Treatment Plant, p'm ,  Winner. crease In the load es prescribed in www.capjournal.com
presentad 16 800 squara test Year lo reduce the Crow Creek indian South Dakota, serving capacity RUS's Environ-
the Comm with the that will need me- brown waler issues. Reservation. Ft Holiday Inn Ex- such that the de- mental Policies
Palicy changas that charical, HVAC. ang The tist Step was 1 Thompscn. South prase and Sultes, livery naeds of the and Procedures
ware made $Ince elecirical upgrades reduce iha amount Dakota. Proposals 1380 East High- projected network
Mation by Iversan cpace atocaton re- duing tne winler by B1O S8 % 106 01 way 44, Wodnes load can be metin
Wbysmmmm,u..mm|mmtmmc " b y Apr . eble m
he amend- 10 000 squara loot Cepaclty and match- Construction by 2011, 47 p.m Basin Etectric Is
mants to the policy unobirusive expan- ing the tumover rate 10.00 AM MOT, ADDRESSES To seeking financing
which ara listed In gion to the axisting With winter damand Friday, May 6. send commanis or from RUS for its
he Audilor's Office tacilly with common The m‘:\wnfm slop 2011 Dean Kurtz request additionel ownership of the

mw‘uleornmh mechanical, HVAC, m"’" vk oy r:oh: C is an con- project
Y ato aan aow and aloctrical sys- chamicals into the Equal Opportunity tact Before making a
manual to each @M. ams will alsc be in- Water. This Is done

ployse. Al volod cuded in the project. 81 8ach well, based Employer Wa en- Mr Richard Fris- decision to pro-

Mollon N courage participa- ik, Senior Envi vide financing
o9 Motlon caried l:w w;lm-m% m meds o (o tion by MBE. ronmental Profec- RUS Is required (o
MANAGER David utizties enalysis, and The thid step Is o WBE OBE. and tion Spacialist conduct an envi
Nouharth, Jim S108- cost opinion was un- Usa the higher qual- SDVOSB firms USDA, Rural Utill- ronmental review
sor and Chuck Hum- gertakan complaled Ry welis during the Plens may be fies Service, 1400 under NEPA in ac-
phuey wera presenl In 2010, Coples of Winter months and viewad at the independence cordance with

that work will be pro- i2ke the lesser qual- Construction ih- Avenue, SW RUS's Environ - ’
Comm. with 8 (0b viged upon request. dy wells off-tne. The qustry Centar in Stop 1571, Wash- mental Poliicies i}
description lor a Thg successiul pro- changes have been Rapid City Pians ington, DC and Procsdures {7

Fairgrounds Man- ) shsll demon- SUCCessiul in reduc-
ager Boolh stated 23:?. axpartizo In ing Ine number of 870 avdlleble al 20250.1571, Tale- CFR Pert 1704) :
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lw;n-;: Comm Mllhal chanical, HVAC and mal -?:v*ﬂm": Nichole R Ar- or ment agencies
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ager position 15 NGt The design compo- v-q'nﬂw“" DW':; tract Specialist at Sentor Environ- tions. and the pub-
{B05) 226-7567 for mantel Anatyst, iic are invited 1o
ecunang I8 pou, Doie0 by March 1 Odeing elucte o information Any Bagin  Eleciric pariapate in the
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of South Dakota, County of Hughes

Dva V\Y\ nol & of said county, being, first duly sworn, on
oath, says: That h is the publisher or an employee of the publisher of the Capital Journal, a
daily newspaper Eub ished in the City of Pierre in said County of Hughes and State of South

Dakota; that h as full and personal knowledge of the facts herein stated, that said newspaper
is a legal newspaper as defined in SDCL 17-2-2.1 through 17-2-2.4 inclusive, that said newspaper
has been published within the said County of Hughes and State of South Dakorta, for at least one
year next prior to the first pyblication of the attached public notice, and that the legal¥isplap adver-
tisemenc headed Qow Are tnuited) Po\i( 3(0\? Ing [Retngs

a printed copy of which, taken from the paper in which the same was published, and which is here-
to atrached and made a part of this affidavit, was published in said newspaper for A0

successive week(s) to wit:

% el B 2011 20

eyl 22~ 201 20
20 20
20 20
20 20

That the full amount of the fee charged for the publication of the attached public notice inures to
the sole benefit of the publisher or publishers; that no agreement or understanding for the division
thereof has been made with any other person, and that no pare thereof has been agreed to be paid

to any pe homsoeves; that the fees charged for the publication thereof are: $_3 37 - Y\,
Signed: z z)! L ( z! l_h L Ll( IL

subscribed and sworn to before me this __5____ day of M du/)\ 20 \ |
77 /L-/Zf & /&—\

Notary Public in and for the County of ____Hughes _, South Dakota.
My Commission expires 2~ \4A 2018 |
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COMMUNITY

WHAT'S HAPPENING
PANCANKE FEED: HORSE RACES: EQ0Q HUNT:
There wifi be a Post 8 pancake feed ‘There will be horse races =t the The Governor's Eastar Egg Hunt will be
from 7-1% a.m. on Saturday at the Staniey County Felrgrounds from 1-7 at 1 p.m. on Sunday st the South Dakots
American Lagion Cabdin. Costts $3. R Is o.m. on Ssturday, Cafl Dennis a1 605- Govemor's Residence Lawn. Calt Steve ot
sponsored by Post 8 Baseball Bosrd. 223-2918 for mors informetion. 808-285-1221 for morse information.
ProBuild secures FSC certification "¢
for 59 lumber facilities in the US oo

DENVER — ProBuild Holdings
Inc., the netions largest profes-
sions! building materiale supplier,
announced that 59 of its facilities
nationwide have received Forest
Stewardshlp Councit Chain of
Custody Certification.

This certification enables these
locations to sell FSC-centified mate-
dals. An FSC product fsbel ensures
that the forest products used are
from responsibly harvested and veri-
fied

sources,
The ProBuild in Plerre i one of
ProBuikd locations that have received
FSC certification.

FSC oets high standwds that
ensure forestry i practiced in an
environmentally responsible, socially
beneficia) end lly viable

tainsbility platform that guides how
ProBuild does busines.

ProEarths three pladform ele-
ments Include opemtional excel-
Tence, product siewardship end social
responaibili

ty.

“We have made » commitment
to become FSC certified in markers
where customer demand dictates,”
aid ProBuld CEO, Bll Myrick.
“We support all types of wood
certification programs o that we

way. This I only one wep in our
much fonger journey to green & s
Company®

x
“Our customen want high-qual-
ity green products from o profes-
slonal, one-stop resource,” sald Lim
mmmmmm

divensified supplier of lumber and
building msterials to professions!
bullders and contractors.

ProBuild curvently operates more
than 450 kumber and building prod-
et diszrib .

tasembly centers serving 48 states in
the US.

ProBuild sells & broad selection of
bullding materials lntludin; lum-

mlbumumdﬁmlbouqullnaw:m
the

The company’s manufacturing
activities include trusses, wall pencs,
millwork snd pre-hung dooy and
window febrication.

way.
This complements  ProBulid's
to

'lSCpnMdslhncndlblem
dficstion 0 our customers know

through its ProEarth pistform.
i o comprehensive sus-

mqmudu p ly harvested
PmBu!ld is the nation’s lugest

ucts.

To lesm more sbout ProBuild,
visit their website af www.probuild.
com.

Patten receives Modern Woodmen grant

CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF  cffering

€1, has local representa:
tives and is based io Rock
Istand, 0

Putten, the dsughter of

PIERRE — Elishs
). Patten, of Plerre, was
recently swarded 3 $500

financia) servic- During the

years, Modern Woodmen
has committed millions of
doltars in Gnncial essis-
tance to hundreds of stu-

s frsternal beneflt sod-
ety, Modern Woodmen
of Americs offers finan-
clal services and frater-
ns! member benefis to

pust 40

is acnually an officda)
mmuniuﬂmﬁmumumﬁq.ﬂn!md
powter scams ehould contact the Consumer Protection
Unit &1 1-800-300- 1986 with information or to file 8
complaint.

There are two state posting requirements. The
Division of Unemployment Imnnnqslm-puu-
Ing, which can be downloaded from www,

Stte worken' compensstion tew also requires s post:
Nwmnﬁmhhmw

Bruhn who was ¢ counseor &t the junlor high for 18

F:‘ forme maybe cbuiined in the GMMS

office and must be retrmed by May 2.
Bonefit fund establlahed
for Roa Jehnson family

PIERRE — A fund hes been cstablished with
Wells Fargo banks to benefit the family of Ronsld

edmlio.ui scholanhip  Kathie Patten, of Pierre, dents throughits Fratemal  individuabs snd families Johnsom, 8 corrections! officer st the South Dakotn
in & nstional eompetition plans to use the grant to  Scholarship progrem. throughout the United State Perdtentiary who was killed on duty April 12.
with other students who  stiend South Dakota Stste  Applications for the States. Denstions to the Ronald E. Johason Family Benefit
we members of Modern  University in Brookings.  2011-2032  echolamship  Local Modern Fund cn be n-d: ot eny Wells Fargo benking store
Woodmen of Americe.  Panten is one of 100 program will be taken in  Wood P Wells Fargo mede the &t donstion of
Modern Woodmen, o  grant winnem chosen thie  the fall of 2011, tive Brymn Nichoff canbe  $1,000 to the fund.
fragernal beneftt soceity year. Founded in 1883 as  reached at 605-494-0707, — Capital journal seaff
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

SOYS & GIRLS CLUB DANCE: PARENT/SENIOR PARTY: CRAFT SHOW:

The Boys and Girts Clud. 110 8. Ree 3¢, The Riggs High Schoot Perent/ The Zonta Craft Show wili

will hove 8 dence from 7.10 p.m. today. Senlor party will be from 7-11 p.m. be from 9 am.8 p.m. on Saturdey

Cost Is $8. Cait Becky et 605-224-5841 on Seturdey at Rigys Gym. AX Rigps and from 10 am.-4 p.m. on

oxt. 4100 for more information. seniors and thelr parents are nvited. Sunday st the Plerre Mall.
Pierre native travels to Haiti for dentistry work ~ StiThew

ecrulted to be purt of dental care in ing strip was s glorified din Supper at the main house The Biunt senior ditizens

& dental mission texm Hait, the elder oad”™ A 20-mile track ride on the mission grounds was met Apel 4 for their requ-

to the heart of the Killeen entisted from the sirpon tok the team  welcome respite from the days lar monthly business meeting,

island nation of Haitl, Pierre two of his sone, members to the Hinche sburb  babors and & chance tp relax and Mecting was called to order
native and furure dentin Pat Marty ond of Kobonal end 10 the mision share stories from the day. The by Pres. Theltns King with six

Anderson found his week tobe  dental srudent Ttnelf. temm slept in sl guesthouses e precent.

“en unfe "and  Addhon, to “As we rode through 1own, on cots protected with mosquito The scholarships were dis-

o reminder of the blessings in his  organize and ‘we eaw many Haltians leading nets. They had Bmited clectricity cusmed. The spplications will

ovwn life back home. recruit for & o riding their cattie, gosts or a1 the rission, but that wes more be tumed In 1o Thelma King
Anderson, & 2003 graduste dents)] mu- donkeys on the side of the rosd”  than mast of the nation has. on April 11, on the deadlines

of Riggs High School, comes sion rip. It heaid The head priest 11 the mis- desigrased. The senior mem-
by his dental heritage narurdly.  has become an “As we drove through Hinche,  sion prepared traditional Haitien bers will be looking &t them

His father and mothez, Den, eanusl mission 1 felt u if we were on parade,* meals for the vishors from on Aprll 18, or if the westher

Chuck and Kathy Anderson, o “Each yew the group b s mix  Par aaid, "not that the people Nebraska, inchuding one night of prevents on April 25,

both dentins, Pat, aftes eam- of dentisty, oral nd were hostile by any means, but | suthentic Cajun gumbo from his Memberabip dues ere due for

ing his bachelor’s degree from eager students ke ce,”Put said  dould they see white people very  native Loutsiana. the yews. Discussion was held

Mouns Marty College with & after eruming bome. “The idea  often. The people wese very nice “Although we were cestainly on the of the

major in biology end s minor 1 10 get the best care possible 1o and gratefil for the servioe we roughing it s the mission, we dues Gom 85 to $12. Afeer dis-

in chemistry, is now in the third  thoee most In reed of it* were providing.” certainly did nox want for good cussion it was decided to lesve

of four years st the University He aaid most of the work The deys were long, kwrting &t food,” Pat aeid. them a1 85,

of Nebrasis Medical Cenrerd done in Hait s tooth extractions 6 s.m. Mondsy throogh Seturdsy — “T loved every minsste of the The next business

achool of dentistry in Lincoln slong with eimple Allings, bat and continuing o mmect or untl  trip and would do it agein In & wil be July 11. Members are

end will graduste tn May 2012.  becse most of the puople there  all patients had been seen. socond,” Pt said, bt Lt was o encoureged to come and bring

Then he pians to spply for s have sbaccssed teeth end sre “Putients would Sne up exrly  sobering expertence. It was hard o dish to share,

one-year orl mirgery fellowship  in pain, onl surgery ekills are ¢ in the morming end walt to see 10 sec the amount of poverty and The GFWC Blnt Srady

oot That is ¢ Bedd in which Pt us,® Pt said. “Some days there destition these people endure Club hosted their 10th anrusl

Bust i the meuntime, how has ¢ deep interent, 00 he jumped  were mastly kids from the mis-  every day |t tlao gave e ¢ new hocheen ot the Bl
sbout some on-the-job o the chance to join this yeer's don achook other deys mostly eppreciation for everything | Senior Centey, Some §0 tadbes
ence, the Mhes of which could team, sporsored by the congre- adults from the surrcunding hawe.® were in artendance. This yesrs
not be dupticated in the  gation of St josephs Catholic  areas.® Pat end his wife end high theme was Cupe @nd Seuceny,

United States? Chusch of Lincoln, As 900 e the tesm memben  school clamnate, the former Sers. telling the Mory of & musmber
A phone call from Lincola Don Killeen, ive dentisn’ treated one patiens, enother wes  Tillman, are expecting thelr firet o

dentot Marty Killeen was Pitd ora] surgeons, five sudenta, one~ on his wey i, child this smmer the Louise Kose] ws asked 1o

Ink to the Hati tsip. Fiwe and ome midwife left “We were kept vesy busg but — time Pat wil) be off for his eum- tell sheust some of the sexom-

years ago Killeen’s father Don, Murch 13 snd by the end of It was worth 11.° Pt added. “Not  mer break from dental school. plishments of the clob and the

. made the next deywere in the clty of  only were we helping people but T was 50 giad 1 conid oee my ety canses they contritaae ta

o tip to ¢ Catholic emistion in Hinche, located in the middle of  siso geining tnvahusbie expert- dmhl\-qwmﬂ]hdp The chub, which was organized

Kobonel, Haltl, s place discow- Hmﬂunndpham. ence of the same time. Neadlew  those people who so duperately 1n 1902, became federsed

ered through his Socal church “Imagtne ray amprise,” Pat 10 sxy, we students lesmed needed i,” Pat suid, und ) cant with the Geners) Federation of

Noting the dire need for propes  said, “when ) ww thet our tand-  quickly® walt for pext year”™ Waanenh Chibs in 1900,

et e e ————————
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Publisher’s Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 155

COUNTY OF LYMAN )

i ny, of said county and state being duly sworn on her oath says: The Lyman
chlcr,artg“eH:rZrlld )gs a weekly ngwspaper of general circulation and published in I?resr;‘o,
Lyman County, and State of South Dakota; and has been such newspaper during f!de
times hereinafter mentioned; That said newspaper is a legal weelgly. that .It has a bonafide
circulation of more than 200 copies weekly, that it has beep publlshe_d w;thm said Coupty
of Lyman more than fifty-two successive weeks next prior ’fo publication of the potlcg
hereinafter mentioned and maintained at the place of _pl_JbIlcatlon; That |, the undersigne
am editor of said newspaper, in charge of the advem§|ng department .thereof, and hz\(e
personal knowledge of all the facts stated in this affidavit; that the advertisement headed:

_@;y [[ccntdhofiee ofF \Dwmg,&gjﬁ"‘f' “
244 i nes

a printed_copy of which is hereto aftached and published in the said newspaper for
consecutive week(s).

The first publication of said notice in said newspaper aforesaid was on

Wednesday, the day of _ /P AD., 2011
and that the succeeding publication$ were seyerally

Wednesday, the day of 7 r.\ A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of AD. 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011

and the last publication on Wednesday, the _<C __ day ot e | 2011, f
that the full sum of fees charged for publishing the sBme, to-wit; the sum o
$_ [ 2/.c0 insures solely to the editor of The Lyman County Herald.

i ivisi been made with any
That no agreement or understanding for any division thereof had :
other persgon, and that no part thereof has been agreed to be paid to any person

whatsoever.

ONaN U\L\fcge,:ﬁ

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

Notary Public

day of ‘P\Pﬁk , 20_!
,20

My Commission expires

Meghan Kay Severyn
My Commission Expires
March 12, 2015

: i i
f  MEGHAN KAY SEVERYN

NOTARY PUBUIC ==
@ SOUTH DAKOTA ]
&
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Applicant Notice of Public Scoping Meetings
and Environmental Assessment

Basin Electric Power Cooperative: Big Bend to Witten 230-kV
Transmission Line Project

SUMMARY: The Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) intends
to hold public scoping meetings
and prepare an Environmental
Assessment with Scoping (EA) to
meet its responsibilities under the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and 7 CFR part 1794 in
connection with potential impacts
related to a proposed project by
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
(Basin Electric). The proposed Big
Bend to Witten Transmission Line
Project (proposed action) consists
of an approximately 70-mile long
230-kV single-circuit transmission
line, a new Western Area Power
Administration(Western)substation
called Lower Brule Substation,
an addition to the existing Witfen
Substation, and approximately two
miles of 230-kV double-circuit
transmission line between Big
Bend Dam and the new Lower
Brule Substation. It is anticipated
that some communication facility
additions or enhancements may be
necessary for the project including
radio towers and buildings at Lower
Brule Substation, Witten Substation.
and one or two intermediate sites.
Basin Electric is requesting RUS
financial assistance for the proposed
action.

DATES: RUS will conduct
public scoping meetings in an
open house format to provide
information and solicit comments
for the preparation of the EA.
Scoping meetings will be held on
the following dates: Reliance, South
Dakota, American Legion Post 179,
109 North 5th Avenue, Tuesday
April 26, 2011, 4—7 p.m.; Winner,
South Dakota, Holiday Inn Express
and Suites, 1360 East Highway
44, Wednesday April 27, 2011,
4—7 p.m. ADDRESSES: To send
comments or request additional
information, contact:

Mr. Richard Fristik, Senior
Environmental Protection
Specialist

USDA, Rural Utilities Service

1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Stop 1571

Washington, DC 202501571

Telephone: (202) 7205093

ore-mail:tsrichard.fristik@wdc.
usda.gov or:

Mr. Kevin Solie, Senior
Environmental Analyst
Basin Electric Power

Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503-0564
Telephone: (701) 557-5495
or e-mail: ksolie@bepc.com

A Macro Corridor and
Alternative Evaluation Study has

for public review prior to and during
the public scoping meetings. The
reportisavailableatthe RUS address
provided in this notice and on the
ageney’s Web site at: http:/www.
usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea.htm,
the offices of Basin Electric, the
Applicant’s website at: http:/www.
basinelectric.com/Projects/South_
Dakota_Transmission/index.html
and the following repositories:

Kennebec Public Library

203 S Main

Kennebec, SD 57544

Tripp County
Grossenburg Memorial

442 Monroe Street

Winner, SD 57580

Library-

SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION: The network
transmission system in South
Dakota is not able to accommodate
projected load growth by 2014. The
major impact is the addition of the
pumping station loads associated
with the proposed Keystone XL
pipeline. Seven pumping stations
are proposed to be located in South
Dakota. The two pumping stations
to be connected to the Witten
Substation and Gregory Substation
would have a large impact on the
network  transmission  system.
These substations are located in
a relatively remote area from a
network transmission perspective
and therefore do not have a strong
redundant transmission connection.
The existing Western 115-kV line
between the Mission Substation
and the Fort Randall Substation is
not able to. reliably accommodate
the ultimate pump station build-out
load level. An outage of the Fort
Randall to Gregory 115-kV line
would result in operating voltage
criteria violations in the Mission
and Gregory South Dakota area.
The addition of the Big Bend to
Witten 230-kV transmission line
would provide an increase in the
load serving capacity such that
the delivery needs of the projected
network load can be met in a
reliable manner. Basin Electric
is seeking financing from RUS
for its ownership of the proposed
project. Before making a decision to
provide financing, RUS is required
to conduct an environmental review
under NEPA in accordarce with
RUS’s  Environmental Policies |
and Procedures (7 CFR Part
1794). Western has agreed to be a
cooperating agency in preparation
of the EA. Government agencies,
private organizations, and the
public are invited to participate in
the planning and analysis of the
proposed action. Representatives
from RUS, Western and Basin |

environmental review proces

describe the proposedaction, discu

the scope of environmental issues:

be considered, answer question

and accept comments. Commen

regarding the proposed action ma
be submitted (orally or in writin;
at the public scoping meetings or |
writing by May 27, 2011 at the Rur:
Utilities Service address provideé
in this notice. From informatio
provided in the Macro Corridc
and Alternatives Evaluation Stud
Report, from government agencie:
private organizations, and the publi
Basin Electric Power Cooperativ
will prepare an | environments
analysis to be submitted to RU:
for review. RUS will reviev
the environmental analysis an
determine the significance of th
impacts of the proposal. If accepted
the document will be adopted a.
the environmental assessinen
(EA) for the proposal. RUS’s EA
would be available for review anc
comment for 45 days. Should RU$
determine, based on the EA for the
proposal, that impacts associatec
with the construction and operatior
of the proposal would not have z
significant environmental impact
it will prepare a finding of nc
significant impact (FONSI). Public
notification of a FONSI would be
published in the Federal Register
and in newspapers with circulation
in the proposal area.

If at any point in the preparation
of an EA, RUS determines that
the proposed action will have a
significant effect on the quality
of the human environment, the
preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement will be required.
Any final action by RUS related to
the proposed action will be subject
to, and contingent upon, compliance
with all relevant Federal, State,
and local environmental laws
and regulations and completion
of the environmental review
requirements as prescribed in
RUS’s Environmental Policies and
Procedures.

04/13 & 04/20

Published twice at the
approximate cost of $131.07.



STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA )
)SS
COUNTY OF LYMAN )

Connie Penny, of said county and state being duly sworn on her oath says: The Lyman
County Herald is a weekly newspaper of general circulation and published in Presho,
Lyman County, and State of South Dakota; and has been such newspaper during the
times hereinafter mentioned; That said newspaper is a legal weekly, that it has a bonafide
circulation of more than 200 copies weekly, that it has been published within said County
of Lyman more than fifty-two successive weeks next prior to publication of the notice
hereinafter mentioned and maintained at the place of publication; That |, the undersigned
am editor of said newspaper, in charge of the advertising department thereof, and have
personal knowledge of all the facts stated in this affidavit; that the advertisement headed:

Sesin Elcefria /ubﬁ& Wset s,
Ci

a printfd copy of which is hereto attached and published in the said newspaper for

consecutive week(s).

The first publication of said notice i said n wspaper aforesaid was on

Wednesday, the day of o A.D., 2011
and that the succeeding publication  ere severally

Wednesday, the day of Ve A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
Wednesday, the day of A.D., 2011
and the last publication on Wednesday, the — day of/‘gﬂwl , 2011,

that }he full sum of fees charged for publishing the slme, to-wit; the sum of
$ LoD insures solely to the editor of The Lyman County Herald.
That no agreement or understanding for any division thereof had been made with any
other person, and that no part thereof has been agreed to be paid to any person

whats  er. 9
U’Q, 1 \n%vr

(5 Notary Public
Subscribed and sworn to befefe me this ?l\ day of A{:K\\ , ZOLI
My Commission expires c , 20
¥y Commiss on Exp;
March 12,2018
MEGHAN KAy SEVERYN
NOTARY PuBUC
SOUTH DAKXOTA
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PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS

The U.8. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service is hosting two public
mestings In your area. Basin Electric Power Cooperative is proposing to construct
an approximately 70-mile-long 230-kilovoit (kV) single-circuit transmission line
located In south-central South Da ota, The Big Bend to Witten Transmission
Project also would include construction of a 2-mile-fong 230-kV double-clrcult
transmission line between Big Bend Dam and the new Lower Brule Substation
The new substation and 2 miles of double-circuit transmission line would be
constructed by Western Area Power Administration,

The public scoping meetings are being held to obtain your input as well as

the primary principle of full disclosure and public parﬂciypationpin the Naﬁon:I) et
Envlronrpental Policy Act scoping process. You are encouraged to

attend either public meeting to leam more about the proposed
project and provide your comments

Additional Information about the project can be
found In the Ieggl notices section of this newspaper.

PLEASE JOIN US! l
Aprll'zs, 2011 April 27, 2011
American Leglon Post 179 Holiday Inn Express

109 North 5th Avenue

1360 E. Highway 44
Rellance, South Dakota th D

Winner, South Dakota

57569 57580
4pm-7pm 4pm-7pm
NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Rich Fristik Kevin Solie

Rural Utilities Service
1400 independence Ave, SW
Mall Stop 1571

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East interstate Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota

Washington, D.C. 20250 58503-0564

(202) 720-5093 (701) 557-5495

USDA .&.__ mgé'éfﬁ'n‘éﬁ‘éﬂ&mn
ﬁ Burgy = YT RSTI—I— ¥

Big_ Bend - Witten Project Area
m Tfansmission Corridor

Big Bend
Dam
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of South Dakota, county of Tripp-ss.

Dan Bechtold

of said county being first duly sworn, on oath says that he

is the Editor of

WINNER ADVOCATE

a weekly newspaper printed and published at Winner, s¢
county of Tripp, and has full and personal knowledge of
the facts herein stated that said newspaper is a leg
nhewspaper and has a bona fide circulation of a least v
hundred copies weekly and has been published within sa
County for fifty-two successive weeks prior to tl
publication of the notice herein mentioned, and w
printed wholly or in part in a office maintained at sa
place of publication; that the

178 lines @ 1 Column rate x 80%

11" legal display map @ $7.00 p.c.i.

APPLICANT NOTICE

OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
BASIN ELECTRIC POWER COOPERA-
TIVE: BIG BEND TO WITTEN 230-KV
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) intends to hold public scoping meetings
and prepare an Environmental

Assessment with Scoping (EA) to meet its
responsibilities under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA) and 7 CFR part
1794 in connection with potential impacts re-
lated to a proposed project by Basin Electric

i-Power:Cooperative (Basin Electric). ‘The pro-

posed Big Bend to Witten Transmission Line
Project (proposed action) consists of an ap-

Applicant Notice

proximately 70-mile long 230-kV single-cir-
cuit transmission line, a new Western Area
Power Administration (Western) substation

called Lower Brule Substation, an addition to
the existing Witten Substation, and approxi-
mately two miles of 230-kV double-circuit

Basin Electric

transmission line between Big Bend Dam and
the new Lower Brule Substation. The Big
Bend to Witten Project Area and transmission

a printed copy of which, taken from the paper in which tt
same was published, is attached to this sheet, and is mac

a part of this affidavit, was published in said newspaper

least one in each week for 2 weeks, on the day

each week on which said newspaper was regular
published to wit:

04/13/11
04/20/11

That the full amount of the fees for the publication of the

*annexed notice is $ 274.15
{T)ﬁk%%g%ué;{%;7
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th
day of April, 2011
Sedyrra Qeafa
Notary Public

County of Tripp, South Dakota

My Commission Expires November 4, 2015 !

“SEAL

Patricia Arvin
Notary Public
SOUTH DAKOTA

corridor are depicted in the map accompany-
ing this notice. It is anticipated that some com-
munication facility additions or enhancements
may be necessary for the project including
radio towers and buildings at Lower Brule
Substation, Witten Substation, and one or two
intermediate sites. ,Basin Electric is request-,
ing:RUB1finaacial assistance forithe @soposed;;
8cAPILC 2 IM 2TMAL 1402 FLIAG. £0 rra
1RATES:RUS will eonduct;public sgoping
meetings in an open house format to provide
information and solicit comments for the
preparation of the EA. Scoping meetings will
be held on the following dates: Reliance, South
Dakota, American Legion Post 179, 109 North
5th Avenue, Tuesday April 26, 2011, 4—7
pam.; Winner, South Dakota, Holiday Inn Ex-
press and Suites, 1360 East Highway 44,
Wednesday April 27,2011,4—7 p.m.
. ADDRESSES: To send comments or re-
quest additional information, contact:
Mr. Richard Fristik, Senior Environmental
Protection Specialist 2
USDA, Rural Utilities Service
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Stop
1571
Washington, DC 202501571
- Telephone: (202) 720-5093
or e-mail:tsrichard fristik @wdc.usda.gov
or:
Mr. Kevin Solie, Senior Environmental
Analyst '
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503-0564
Telephone: (701) 557-5495
or e-mail: ksolie@bepc.com
A Macro Corridor and Alternative Evalua-
tion Study has been prepared for the proposed
project. The document is available for public
review prior to and during the public scoping
meetings. The report is available at the RUS
address provided in this notice and on the
agency’s Web site at:
http://www usda.gov/rus/water/ees/ea htm, the
offices of Basin Electric, the Applicant’s web-
site at: http://www.basinelectric.com/Pro-
jects/South_Dakota_Transmission/index.htm]
and the following repositories:
Kennebec Public Library
203 S Main
Kennebec, SD 57544
Tripp County Library - Grossenburg Me-
morial
442 Monroe Street
Winner, SD 57580
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The network transmission system in South
Dakota is not able to accommodate projected
load growth by 2014. The major impact is the
dition of the pumping station loads associ-
ated with the proposed Keystone XL pipeline.
Seven pumping stations are proposed to be lo-
cated in South Dakota. The two pumping sta-
tions to be connected to the Witten Substation
and Gregory Substation would have a large im-
pact on the network transmission system.
These substations are located in a relatively re-
mote area from a network transmission per-
spective and therefore do not have a strong
redundant transmission connection. The ex-
isting Western 115-kV line between the Mis-
sion Substation and the Fort Randall
Substation is not able to reliably accommodate
the ultimate pump station build-out load level,
An outage of the Fort Randall to Gregory 115-
kV line would result in operating voltage cri-
teria violations in the Mission and Gregory
South Dakota area. The addition of the Big
Bend to Witten 230-kV transmission line
would provide an increase in the load serving
capacity such that the delivery needs of the
projected network load can be met in a reliable
mannelz'.-. . sy 3 [} ' r e pd
. Basin Electric is seeking financing from
RUS for its ownership of the proposed project.
Before making a decision to provide financing,
RUS is required to conduct an environmental
teview under NEPA in accordance with RUS’s
Environmental Policies and Procedures (7
CFR Part 1794). Western has-agreed to be a co-:
operating agency in preparation of the BA#
Clowbrsthe] SEAL AVt FEahsatibns.
and the public are invitedtopa icipate in thél
planning and analysis oF th fhopdsed action.
Representatives from RUS, Western and Basin
Electric will be available at the scoping meet-
ings to discuss the environmental review
process, describe the proposed action, discuss
the scope of environmental issues to be con-
sidered, answer questions, and accépt com-
ments. Comments regarding the proposed
action may be submitted (orally or in writing)
at the public scoping meetings or in writing by
May 27, 2011 at the Rural Utilities Service ad-
dress provided in this notice. From informa-
tion provided in the Macro Corridor and
Alternatives Evaluation Study Report, from
government agencies, private organizations,
and the public, Basin Electric Power Cooper-
ative will prepare an environmental analysis to
be submitted to RUS for review. RUS will re-
view the environmental analysis and determine
the significance of the impacts of the proposal.
If accepted, the document will be adopted as
the environmental assessment (EA) for the
proposal. RUS’s EA would be available for re-
view and comment for 45 days. Should RUS
determine, based on the EA for the proposal,
that impacts associated with the construction
and operation of the proposal would not have
a significant environmental impact, it will pre-
are a finding of no significant im|
(FONSI). Public notification of a FONSI

would be published in the Federal Register and
! K o ! Sl

area,
If at any point in the preparation of an‘EA,
RUS determines that the proposed action will
have a significant effect on the quality of the
human environment, the preparation of an En-
vironmental Impact Statement will be re-
quired. Any final action by RUS related to the
proposed action will be subject to, and contin-
gent upon, compliance with all relevant Fed-
eral, State, and local environmental laws and
regulations and completion of the environ-
mental review requirements as prescribed in
RUS’s Environmental Policies and Procedures.
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of South Dakota, county of Tripp-ss.

Dan Bechtold

of said county being first duly sworn, on oath says that he
is the Editor of

WINNER ADVOCATE

a weekly newspaper printed and published at Winner, said
county of Tripp, and has full and personal knowledge of all
the facts herein stated that said newspaper is a legal
newspaper and has a bona fide circulation of a least two
hundred copies weekly and has been published within said
County for fifty-two successive weeks prior to the
publication of the notice herein mentioned, and was
printed wholly or in part in a office maintained at said
place of publication; that the

10.5" display ad @ $7.00 p.c.i.

Applicant meeting

Curt Pearson, Basin Electric

a printed copy of which, taken from the paper in which the
same was published, is attached to this sheet, and is made
a part of this affidavit, was published in said newspaper at
least one in each week for 1 weeks, on the day of
each week on which said newspaper was regularly
published to wit:

4/20/11

That the full amount of the fees for the publication of the
*anne otice is $ /7 73.50

b A

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th
day of June, 2011

Soxario Qearm)

Notary Public
County of Tripp, South Dakota

My Commission Expires November 4, 2015

SEAL

Patricia Arvin
Notary Public
SOUTH DAKOTA

You Are Invited! |

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS o i .
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Senf;ce_ls hostm_g two public |
\ meetings in your area. Basin Elzeaué‘krickl:ov;e&cmw i mﬁomggg t:n mﬁn’e' ot .\‘

approximately 70-mile-long flovolt'(kV) sin ssion lir i

‘z!ﬂ%‘&in south'ientral South Dakota. Tha:BigiBend 1o Wittén ”Tfﬁ&lﬂssmn} !
Project also would include construction of a 2-mile-fong 230-kV double-ciluflt
transmission line between Big Bend Dam and the new Lower Bfule Substation.
The new substation and 2 miles of double-circuit transmission line would be
construcied by Westem Area Power Administration.

The public scoping meetings are being held to obtain.y‘our‘inpyt as well as to fulfill
the primary principle of full disclosure and public participation in the National
Environmenta! Policy Act scoping process. You are encouraged o

attend either public meeting to leam more about the proposed

project and provide your comments.

Additional information about the project can be
found in the legal notices section of this newspaper.

PLEASE JOIN US!

April 26, 2011 April 27, 2011

American Legion Post 179 Holiday Inp Express

109 North 5th Avenue 1360 E. Highway 44

Reliance, South Dakota Winner, South Dakota

57569 57580 4
4pm-7pm 4 pm-7 pm

NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Rich Fristik Kevin Solie v

Rural Utilities Service Basin Electric Power Cooperative

1717 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota

1400 Independence Ave. SW
Mail Stop 1571

Washington, D.C. 20250 58503-0564

(202) 720-5093 (701) 557-5495

USDA manls spmmmecTme
-:‘/ Bl A Boachese Escray Comperasiee K1
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Written Comment Sheet

Big Bend to Witten Transmission Project
Environmental Assessment

We want your comments! If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Big Bend to
Witten Transmission Project Environmental Assessment (EA), please complete and submit this comment sheet at the
scoping meeting to ensure your input is considered. You can also drop the comment sheet in the mail to the address on
the reverse side of this sheet. Fold the comment sheet on the lines with the return address showing, tape it closed, affix a
stamp, and mail. You may attach additional pages. Please submit your comments by May 27, 2011. For your comments
to be the most effective, the U.S Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service suggests the following guidelines:

e Confine your comments to the proposed project;
e Focus your comments on potential impacts and ideas for project alternatives; and
e  Submit your comments within the timeframes announced.

If you have no comments or questions, but would like to be on our mailing list and receive a copy of the Draft EA, please
complete the contact information below and fill in the box on the reverse side and submit this form.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address or any other personally identifying information in your comment,
you should be aware that your entire comment — including personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at
any time. While you may ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so.

Name: Title:

Organization:

Mailing address:

City, State, Zipcode:

E-mail: Phone:

Thank you for your interest and participation!



Affix
Stamp

Rich Fristik

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Mail Stop 1571

Washington, D.C. 20250

Big Bend to Witten Transmission Project mailing list

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this project, please check the appropriate
box. Be sure to fill out the contact information on the reverse side. If you do not ask us to remove your
name from our mailing list, we will send you future EA-related announcements.

[0 Yes, add my name to the mailing list to [0 No, please remove my name from your
receive future information mailing list

Sign up to receive the Draft EA
To receive the Draft EA check the appropriate box.

[0 Send me the Draft EA in the following format:
[0 CD-rom [0 Executive Summary only (about 25 pages)
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Environmental Assessment
NEPA Process

Notification of EA

Preparation — April 2011
Scoping Meetings — April 2011
Prepare Draft EA — July-Nov. 2011
Public Comment

on Draft EA — February 2012

Incorporate

Comments/Finalize EA — March/April 2012

Determination Issued — May 2012

Initiate EIS Finding of No

Significant Impact

[ ] Opportunities
for Public Input
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NEPA Process

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is

being prepared under the direction of

the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Environmental Assessment
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) for the
proposed Big Bend to Witten
Transmission Project (Project). The EA
will be developed in accordance with
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) requirements and RUS NEPA
implementing regulations. NEPA
requires that environmental information
be made available to the public and
public officials before decisions are
made.

NEPA Process

Public participation is required as part of
the NEPA environmental review
process. The public participation effort
for this Project focuses on gathering
input from the public and providing
project information. The NEPA process
provides several opportunities for the
public to participate in the decision-
making process as shown on the figure
to the right.

How you can participate

Attend the public meetings scheduled for
your area to learn more about the Project.
The meetings also provide you with an
opportunity to ask questions, express
concerns, and submit comments to help
define the scope of the EA. Comments or

question_s can also be submitted at any Throughout the NEPA process, if you
time during the NEPA process. have questions or concerns, you can

April 26, 2011 contact:

American Legion Post 179 Rich Fristik
109 North 51" Avenue - Reliance, SD Rural Utilities Service
4:00 — 7:00 p.m. 1400 Independence Ave. SW
Mail Stop 1571
April 27, 2011 Washington, D.C. 20250

Holiday Inn Express (202) 720-5093

1360 E. Highway 44 - Winner, SD e-mail: richard.fristik@wdc.usda.gov
4:00 — 7:00 p.m.




Project Description

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin
Electric) is proposing to construct an
approximately 70-mile-long 230-kilovolt
(kV) single-circuit transmission line and an
addition to the existing Witten Substation
located in south-central South Dakota.
Basin Electric also would own the addition
to the Witten Substation. Western Area
Power Administration (Western) would
construct, own, and operate approximately
2 miles of double-circuit 230-kV
transmission line between Big Bend Dam
and the new Lower Brule Substation. It is
anticipated that some communication
facility additions or enhancements may be
necessary for the Project including radio
towers and buildings at Lower Brule
Substation, Witten Substation, and one or
two intermediate sites.

Project Purpose and Need

The network transmission system in South
Dakota is not able to accommodate projected
load growth by 2014. The major impact is the
addition of the pumping station loads
associated with the proposed Keystone XL
pipeline. Seven pumping stations are
proposed to be located in South Dakota.
Each station would have electrical load that
would increase from approximately 12
megawatts (MWs) initially in 2012 to 22 MWs
at ultimate build-out, which is expected in
2014. The addition of the Big Bend to Witten
230-kV transmission line would provide an

Project Participants

Project Location Map

increase in the load serving capacity such that
the delivery needs of the projected network
load can be met in a reliable manner.

Need for Agency Action

The RUS is considering whether to provide
financing for the Project and is the Lead
Agency with oversight for preparing the
Environmental Assessment. Western is
considering whether to provide
interconnection of the Project to its
transmission system and is serving as a
Cooperating Agency in the NEPA process.

Participant Project Title and Role

Basin Electric

Project Applicant — owner and operator of the Project.

Rural Utilities Service

Lead Agency — oversight of the NEPA process and
preparation of the EA.

Western Area Power
Administration

Cooperating Agency - NEPA process; construction of the
2-mile-long double-circuit 230-kV transmission line from Big
Bend to the new Lower Brule Substation. Western also will
construct the new Lower Brule Substation.

AECOM Project Environmental Contractor — preparation of the EA.
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Siting and Environmental

Siting transmission lines requires input from a
variety of sources, including the public. It also
requires consideration of criteria specifically
for this Project.

This routing approach ensures that all factors
are evaluated to reduce the potential of

impact resulting from siting and construction
of the Project. Transmission line routing
criteria and the process used for this Project
are shown below.

Routing and Siting Process

Conditions favorable
for routing:

* Maximize use of linear
features

Maximize use of routes
along (undeveloped)
section line trails when
practicable

Routing through remote
rangeland areas

Conditions to avoid
include:

Population centers and
habitable structures

Airports and landing strips

Disruption to agricultural
activities

Prime or important
farmland

Extreme topographic
areas

Sensitive biological habitat
resources

Special status plant and
animal species

Wetlands and riparian
areas




Right-of-Way

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric)
needs to acquire long-term easements for a new
transmission line. An easement is a right to use a
particular parcel of land for the purpose of
constructing, operating, and maintaining utilities.

Access by the landowner within the easement is not
restricted, and normal agricultural activities can still
occur. The only activities that are typically not
permitted in transmission line easements are those
that reduce the ground to line clearance or those that
jeopardize the integrity of the support structures.
Landowners would need to exercise caution when
operating tall equipment and moving irrigation pipes
within the easement area.

Survey permission

Basin Electric would meet with each landowner, to ask
for survey permission and would answer any
questions. Various surveys (e.g., biological, cultural)
would be needed throughout the Project. Survey
information is used to identify the preferred route.

Compensation

Basin Electric would use market data from recent
sales of similar properties to determine fair and
appropriate compensation. Basin Electric would make
every effort to reach a fair and reasonable settlement
with each affected landowner.

Construction and Operation

Following construction, Basin Electric would reclaim
the property to as good or better condition than prior to
construction. In addition to the easement agreement,
Basin Electric would provide compensation for
damages to crops, pasture land, or other property
affected during construction or resulting from
maintenance of the transmission line. A Basin Electric
inspector would monitor construction activities and a
right-of-way agent would be available if there are any
guestions, concerns or problems during and after
construction.

Engineering

230-kV single-circuit
transmission line

Average span - 800 feet
Right-of-Way width — 125 feet

Single pole structure
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Comprehensive List of Scoping Comments

Note: Some of the comments may appear more than once since they relate to several topics.

Agriculture

Wildlife

An environmental study should be conducted and projects developed in the area should not
impact farming, ranching, and natural resources.

The transmission line should be sited on the section lines instead of the ¥2-section lines to avoid
impacts to farmland.

The transmission line should be routed along the section line to avoid impacts to agricultural
activities and to provide easier access for transmission line construction and maintenance.

The transmission lines should be sited on pasture land rather than farmland.

Potential impacts to prairie chickens and sharp-tailed grouse on their property from project
construction and operation.

Construction/Maintenance

Grazing

All garbage should be removed during construction.

Construction noise impacts and closing gates on their property.

A stipulation is needed in agreements that concrete footings would be removed at the end of the
99-year lease.

If project does not extend to the full 99-year lease, project components should be removed with
no pro-rata rent payments returned to Basin Electric.

The transmission line should be routed along the section line to avoid impacts to agricultural
activities and to provide easier access for transmission line construction and maintenance.

An environmental study should be conducted and projects developed in the area should not
impact farming, ranching, and natural resources.

Lands/Realty

Landowner prefers to be paid a fair annual payment if the proposed project is located on his land.
Landowner should be paid 10 to 25 percent annual rent from gross profits made from the pipeline
company, because transmission lines and pipelines devalue private land.

If the project does not extend to the full 99-year lease, project components should be removed
with no pro-rata rent payments returned to Basin Electric.

The transmission line should be sited on the section lines instead of the ¥2-section lines because
it impacts farmland.

Commenter prefers annual payments from usage of electricity on landowner's property.

1



Opinion

The transmission line should be sited along the section line to the west mile marker instead of the
Y-section line (104073 Block 13 SE and NW).

The transmission line should be sited along the section line between the Schindler property on
the north (105073 SE Block 14).

Landowner already has power lines on the west side and does not want additional transmission
lines on his/her property (Sections 1 and 3).

Transmission line routes cross Indian lands in Sections 3 and 10.

The transmission line should be realigned so it traverses between Sections 11 and 12 (105073)
on the section line.

Payment for right-of-way (ROW) easement is inadequate and does not account for land values
for project life.

Transmission line Segment 460 is located close to a residence and would impact property.

The proposed transmission line crosses 7 quarter-sections of land (Sections 14, 15, and 16)
owned by one farmer/rancher in Reliance Township.

Payment for a ROW easement is 80 percent of the assessed land value and is inappropriate.
Landowner approves of the project being constructed on his land (Segment 570 - East %
Section 30-99-77).

Landowner prefers the transmission line be built on the west end of his land as discussed on
May 17, 2011.

Opposed to the project and does not feel additional electric power is needed.

An environmental study should be conducted and projects developed in the area should not
impact farming, ranching, and natural resources.

In favor of the project because it would benefit the residents of Lyman County and West-Central
Electric Cooperative.

In favor of the project because it would benefit the Reliance community.

In favor of the project because it would benefit the county.

Opposed to construction of the transmission line on his property.

In favor of the transmission line and potential for wind farm development.

In favor of the transmission line because it will strengthen the Rosebud Electric power grid.

In favor of the proposed transmission line.

Potential visual impacts and opposition to the transmission line being constructed on his property
or any adjacent property.

Opposed to construction of the project on his land.

Out-of-Scope

Wind farms would likely be built in the area near the proposed transmission line.

Public Health and Safety

Public health and safety may be affected by working and living close to transmission lines.

Public Participation

The public scoping meeting was very informational.
2



Reclamation

e Reclamation should be conducted immediately after construction and ruts created in the soil from
large construction equipment should be repaired.

Routing

Segment 159 of the transmission line is located too close to a residence.
The transmission line should be sited along the section line to the west mile marker instead of the
Y5-section line (104073 Block 13 SE and NW).

e The transmission line should be sited along the section line between the Schindler property on
the north (105073 SE Block 14).

e Landowner already has power lines on the west side and does not want additional lines (Sections
1 and 3).

e Transmission line route would cross Indian lands in Sections 10 and 3.

e The transmission line should be realigned to go between Sections 11 and 12 (105073) on the
section line.

e Strongly opposed to the transmission line being sited on Segment 460 because it impacts
property and is located very close to a residence.
In favor of the project being constructed on his land (Segment 570 - East 1/2 Section 30-99-77).
The proposed transmission line crosses 7 quarter- sections of land (Sections 14, 15, and 16)
owned by one farmer/rancher in Reliance Township.

e The transmission line should be sited on the section lines instead of the %2-section lines because
it impacts farmland.

Socioeconomics

e Potential impacts to property values.
¢ Payment for ROW easement is inadequate and does not account for land values for project life.

Transportation

e Additional traffic from construction vehicles.

Visual Resources

e Visual impacts to a resident that lives at 32124 271st Street at the base on Brad Leyon Buttes
looking over Pleasant Valley.

e Visual impacts and opposition to the transmission line being constructed on his property or any
adjacent property.

e Place the transmission structures lower on the side hills to reduce visibility.
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1.0 Introduction
1.1  Background

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric) is proposing to construct a 230-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line that would connect a proposed Lower Brule Substation located on the
Lower Brule Indian Reservation in Lyman County, South Dakota with the existing Witten
Substation located in Tripp County, South Dakota. As part of this project, Western Area
Power Administration (Western) is also proposing to convert an existing single-circuit 230-kV
transmission line turning structure, located on the south side of the Big Bend Dam, to a
double-circuit structure and construct a 2.1-mile double-circuit 230-kV transmission line from
this point to the proposed Lower Brule Substation. Collectively, this project is referred to as
the Big Bend to Witten 230-kV Transmission Project (Project).

1.2 Project Description

The Project involves constructing a 70-mile single-circuit 230-kV transmission line that would
connect the proposed Lower Brule Substation with the existing Witten Substation. As part of
this Project, Western would also construct a 2.1-mile double-circuit 230-kV transmission line
from a new double-circuit transmission structure located on the Big Bend to Fort Thompson
No. 2 transmission line to the proposed Lower Brule Substation. The total length of these
transmission lines, depending on the final route selected, is expected to be approximately 72
miles. The macro-corridor developed for this Project is shown on Figure 1-1.

1.2.1 Right-of-Way Considerations

The new transmission line is proposed to be constructed within a 125-foot-wide right-of-way
(ROW). Basin Electric representatives would work with the landowners along the selected
route to obtain the necessary land rights to allow for access, construction, operation, and
maintenance of the transmission line.

1.2.2 Proposed Transmission Line Characteristics

Table 1-1 provides the typical physical design characteristics for the proposed single-circuit
230-kV transmission line. The design specifications for Western’s proposed 2-mile double-
circuit transmission line were not available at the time this Macro-Corridor Study was
published; however, they are anticipated to be similar to the single-circuit 230-kV
transmission line characteristics presented in Table 1-1. Figure 1-2 illustrates the proposed
single-circuit 230-kV transmission structures to be used for the Project.
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Table 1-1:
Transmission Line Characteristics

Description of Design Component Values
Voltage (kV) 230
Conductor Size (inches) 1.345
Right-of-Way Width (feet) 125
Typical Minimum and Maximum Span Distances Between Structures (feet) 650 - 950
Average Span (feet) 800
Minimum and Maximum Structure Height (feet) 70-115
Average Height of Structures (feet) 95
Average Number of Structures (per mile) 6.6
Temporary Disturbance per Structure (square feet) 12,500
(approximately 125-foot x 100-foot area)
Permanent Disturbance per Structure (acre) <0.0002
(approximately 3-foot diameter per structure leg)
Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Agricultural Land at 100 degrees 26
Celsius (°C) (feet)
Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Rural Roads at 100°C (feet) 28
Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Paved Highways at 100°C (feet) 31
Circuit Configuration Vertical

The steel single-pole transmission line structures would range in height from approximately
70 feet to 115 feet and average 95 feet, depending on the required span distances between
structures and area topography. The span between structures would typically range from 650
feet to 950 feet and average approximately 800 feet, depending on topography; taller
structures could be used for crossing existing distribution and transmission lines or where
unusual terrain exists. The single-pole structures would be designed to support three
conductors and an overhead optical ground wire (OPGW). The OPGW would provide
lightning suppression and fiber optic communications between the Lower Brule and Witten
substations for systems control. Tangent structures would be freestanding and directly
embedded into the soil. Angle structures (used where the transmission line changes
direction) and dead-end structures (used to provide longitudinal stability along the length of
the line) would be constructed with concrete foundations. Guy wires would not be used.

Project construction and design would meet the requirements of the National Electrical Safety
Code (NESC) for the Heavy Loading District, Basin Electric and USDA-RUS design criteria,
and other applicable local or national building codes. The Heavy Loading District refers to
those areas (including South Dakota) that are subject to severe ice and wind loading.
Minimum conductor clearance is measured at the point of greatest conductor sag and closest
proximity to the ground. The proposed transmission line would be constructed with
clearances that exceed standards set by NESC. Minimum conductor height would be 26 feet
over agricultural land, 28 feet over rural roads, and 31 feet over paved highways.
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1.3 Purpose of the Alternative Evaluation and Macro-Corridor Study

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) electric program provides
capital loans to electric cooperatives for the upgrade, expansion, maintenance, and
replacement of the electric infrastructure in rural areas. Basin Electric is pursuing financing
from RUS for the new 230-kV transmission line in Lyman and Tripp counties. As part of this
Project, Western is also proposing to convert an existing 230-kV transmission line turning
structure, located on the south side of the Big Bend Dam, to a double-circuit structure and
construct a 2.1-mile double-circuit 230-kV transmission line from this point to the proposed
Lower Brule Substation.

RUS is required to evaluate environmental impacts of their actions under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Council on Environmental Quality NEPA implementing
regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations 1500-1508). RUS will prepare an Environmental
Assessment with Western as a cooperating agency. RUS guidance regarding NEPA
implementation (RUS Bulletin 1794A-603) requires that a Macro-Corridor Study (MCS) and
an Alternative Evaluation Study (AES) be prepared and accepted by RUS prior to the start of
the official NEPA process. Basin Electric has prepared this document to evaluate the system
alternatives that best meet the purpose and need of the Project, as well as to identify
potential alternative routes for the transmission line.
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2.0 Purpose and Need
2.1 Overview of Basin Electric’s Transmission System

Basin Electric, established in 1961 and headquartered in Bismarck, North Dakota, is one of
the largest electric generation and transmission cooperatives in the United States. Basin
Electric’s core business is generating and transmitting wholesale bulk electric power to
customers, which primarily consist of 135 member cooperatives located in nine states. Basin
Electric’s service territory spans 540,000 square miles in the central United States from the
Canadian border to Mexico, including parts of Colorado, lowa, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. Basin Electric’'s member
cooperatives distribute electricity to about 2.8 million consumers.

Basin Electric owns 2,093 miles and maintains 2,178 miles of high-voltage transmission lines
and owns and maintains equipment in 66 switchyards and 116 telecommunications sites.

No transmission lines (115-kV or greater) are present within the macro-corridor, except in the
extreme northern and southern portions of the macro-corridor. Western's 230-kV Big Bend to
Fort Thompson transmission line is located in the northern portion of the macro-corridor near
Big Bend Dam. The Witten substation is on Western’s 115-kV Fort Randall to Mission
transmission line, located in the southern portion of the macro-corridor.

2.2 Existing Big Bend Switchyard

The existing Big Bend Switchyard contains eight generation interconnections (59 megawatts
[MWs] each) and four step-up transformers. The 230-kV bus is split at disconnect switch
7089, providing two separate 230-kV buses. A 230-kV line connects each 230-kV bus radially
to Fort Thompson Substation, which is 7 miles away. There are no 230-kV circuit breakers at
Big Bend Switchyard. Replacement of switch 7089 with a 230-kV breaker was considered to
allow the 230-kV buses to be connected through a breaker and add some operational
flexibility. However, field investigation by Western indicated there is insufficient space to
accommodate a 230-kV circuit breaker at that position.

2.3 Regional Transmission System Studies and Analyses

2.3.1 Basin Electric Transmission Studies

The Big Bend to Witten 230-kV transmission line is required to serve proposed load growth
on the 115-kV system between Mission and Fort Randall substations. Much of the short-term
load growth in this area is associated with provision of electrical service to pump stations for
the proposed TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline. In addition to short-term load growth, the
need for an additional source at the Witten Substation has been identified to improve regional
system reliability and voltage stability.

2.3.2 Western Transmission System Studies

After receipt of information on the power requirements for the proposed pump stations in
South Dakota associated with the TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline, Western conducted a
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joint system engineering study to determine system reliability under the proposed loads at
maximum electrical energy consumption. The joint system engineering studies determined
that a 230-kV transmission line originating at the Fort Thompson/Big Bend area and
extending south to the existing Witten Substation would be required to support voltage
requirements for pump stations 20 and 21 in the Witten area when the pipeline is operating at
maximum capacity.

To address this requirement, Western proposes to convert the existing Big Bend to Fort
Thompson No. 2, 230-kV transmission line turning structure, located on the south side of the
dam, to a double-circuit structure. Western would then construct approximately 2.1 miles of
new double-circuit transmission line south to a new substation, (i.e., Lower Brule Substation),
which would also be constructed by Western. The new switchyard/substation would be a
3-breaker ring bus configuration, expandable to a breaker and a half configuration. The new
2.1-mile-long double-circuit 230-kV transmission line would be owned, constructed, and
operated by Western. After construction, ownership of the Lower Brule Substation would be
transferred to Basin Electric, which would then own and operate it. Western would complete
design of the new substation and double-circuit transmission line in 2012 and would begin
construction in the spring of 2013.

2.3.3 West Central Electric Cooperative Request

West Central Electric Cooperative (West Central) has requested a 230-kV/69-kV
interconnection to the proposed transmission line approximately 10 miles southwest of Big
Bend Switchyard. The requested delivery point is near the town of Reliance; however, the
specific location of the delivery point had not been determined as of March 2011.

2.4 Conclusion of Purpose and Need

As a result of the regional transmission studies and the need to provide additional electric
power to the Witten Substation to meet anticipated increased demand, Basin Electric and
Western determined that the best way to meet that need and ensure continued system
reliability would be to convert the existing Big Bend to Fort Thompson No. 2, 230-kV
transmission line turning structure to a double-circuit structure and to construct a new double-
circuit 230-kV transmission line from this point to the new Lower Brule Substation. In addition,
a new single-circuit 230-kV transmission line would be constructed from the Lower Brule
Substation to the Witten Substation. Basin Electric has identified a preferred route and
several alternative routes to the Witten Substation and this MCS provides an evaluation of
the feasibility of the preferred and alternative routes. The potential environmental impacts of
the routes will be evaluated in a separate Environmental Assessment to be prepared
following public scoping.
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3.0 System Alternatives Evaluated

Two major system alternatives were evaluated to meet the purpose and need of the Project.
A 230-kV transmission line alternative from Lake Platte Substation to Witten Substation was
considered as an electrically viable alternative to the Project. The Lake Platte alternative was
eliminated from further consideration because of the technical and environmental issues
associated with crossing the Missouri River.

Western determined that the Big Bend Substation, located at the Big Bend Dam, would not
accommodate an expansion of two 230-kV circuit breakers that would be required for the
Project. Therefore, four alternative configurations were identified and reviewed for the
northern terminal. The alternatives were identified with consideration of a request from West
Central Electric Cooperative to provide delivery into their 69-kV system approximately 10
miles southwest of Big Bend. The Witten Substation would serve as the southern terminal to
the Project. The alternative configurations for the northern terminal are briefly described in
the following sections.

3.1 Alternative Configuration 1

Alternative Configuration 1 would tap into the existing Big Bend to Fort Thompson 230-kV
transmission line adjacent to the Big Bend Substation. Two options to this Alternative
Configuration were identified. Option 1A would add an interconnection for the West Central
Delivery at the Reliance tap; however, this option would increase the potential for a loss of
the proposed transmission line. Option 1B would add a breaker at the interconnection point;
this option would reduce exposure of tripping generation and potential line outage.

3.2 Alternative Configuration 2

Alternative Configuration 2 would tap into the existing Big Bend to Fort Thompson 230-kV
transmission line, and a new substation would be constructed approximately 2 miles south of
the Big Bend Substation. The newly constructed substation, the Lower Brule Substation with
the West Central Delivery, would increase the Big Bend to Fort Thompson 230-kV
transmission line reliability over Alternative Configuration 1.

3.3  Alternative Configuration 3

Alternative Configuration 3 would radially feed one double-circuit from the Big Bend to Fort
Thompson 230-kV transmission line to the newly-constructed Lower Brule Substation. Should
an outage occur on the Lower Brule to Fort Thompson 230-kV transmission line, then power
generated from Big Bend could be transmitted on the remaining 230-kV double-circuit
transmission line. Option 3A adds breakers at the Lower Brule Substation for the West
Central Delivery. Option 3B would add a tap interconnection for the West Central Delivery at
the Reliance Substation. Alternative 3 (Option 3B) is the proposed Alternative Configuration
for this Project.
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3.4  Alternative Configuration 4

Alternative Configuration 4 would loop both 230-kV double-circuits from the Big Bend to Fort
Thompson 230-kV transmission line to the Lower Brule Substation with additional circuit
breakers. This would provide additional reliability for the proposed transmission line, but
would be the most expensive of the proposed alternatives.
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4.0 Macro-Corridor Study

The purpose of the MCS was to evaluate potential alternative transmission line routes within
an approximately 6-mile-wide macro-corridor between the Big Bend Dam located on the
Lower Brule Indian Reservation in Lyman County and the existing Witten Substation located
in Tripp County, South Dakota. This wide macro-corridor will provide flexibility to identify a
preferred and at least one alternative route for the transmission line while minimizing impacts
to important resources identified within the macro-corridor.

For this Project, three distinct phases for identifying and evaluating routes were undertaken
as follows:

e Phase 1—Definition of the Macro-Corridor/Project Study Area
e Phase 2—Resource Data Collection and Evaluation
e Phase 3—Opportunities and Constraints Analysis

Each of these phases is described in more detail in the following sections. The final section of
the document describes additional inputs to routing, which include public scoping, field
reconnaissance, route refinement, and permitting.

4.1  Definition of the Macro-Corridor/Project Study Area
4.1.1 Early Project Planning

Two alternative corridors for the proposed transmission line were identified during early
stages of Project planning and are discussed in detail in the Keystone XL project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Initially, a 6-mile-wide corridor was identified by
Western and Basin Electric between an existing substation on the transmission grid (Witten
Substation) and Big Bend Dam. Several route alternatives were identified within this initial
corridor. Later, a second corridor, which is also six miles in width, was developed by Western
and Basin Electric with input from the Lower Brule Reservation. This corridor followed a
similar path from the existing Witten Substation to Big Bend Dam but with deviations in the
southeast near Winner and the northeast near Reliance. The second corridor allowed for
more direct north-south route options on the Lower Brule Reservation and is the basis for the
macro-corridor identified in this study.

4.1.2 Macro-Corridor Study Planning

The first phase of the MCS process involved identifying the study area within which the
Project would be located. The extent of a study area for a transmission line project is
primarily determined by the project endpoints, the purpose and need, and the electric system
requirements and components that best meet the purpose and need. As described in the
Alternative Evaluation (Section 3.0), studies by Basin Electric’'s System Planning Group and
Western determined that a new double-circuit 230-kV transmission line from the Big Bend
Dam to the proposed Lower Brule Substation, and a single-circuit 230-kV transmission line
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from the Lower Brule Substation to the Witten Substation offered the best way to meet the
purpose and need for the Project.

Given the project endpoints (new double-circuit structure located on the south side of the Big
Bend Dam in the north and Witten Substation in the south), West Central’s request for
interconnection in the Reliance area, and the limited nhumber of reasonable crossing locations
of the White River, the Project study area was defined as an approximately 6-mile-wide
macro-corridor generally running north-south through Lyman County and into Tripp County
south of the unincorporated town of Hamill. At a point approximately 6 miles south of Hamill,
the macro-corridor turns southwest to the Witten Substation. The defined macro-corridor
within which preliminary routes have been identified is shown in Figure 4-1. The macro-
corridor encompasses approximately 250,350 acres or 391.2 square miles.

4.2  Resource Data Collection and Evaluation

The second phase of the MCS involved collecting resource data within the study area from
resource management agencies, state and local governments, utility companies, and other
publicly available sources. Resource data obtained from municipalities, counties, state and
federal agencies, and utilities were used to prepare Geographic Information System (GIS)
resource maps and included the following resource categories:

e Existing Linear Transportation and Utility Corridors;
e Land Use and Jurisdiction;

e Cultural Resources;

o Wetlands and Water Resources;

e Geologic Hazards; and

¢ Biological Resources.

All data collected reflect existing data readily available from the resource and local, state, and
federal agencies. No new field data were collected within the macro-corridor to support the
opportunities and constraints analysis.

The resource data were mapped in GIS format and combined with aerial photography to
validate the identified preferred and alternative routes for the proposed transmission line
within the macro-corridor. As described below, each environmental resource was categorized
as an opportunity (suitable area), an avoidance area, or an exclusion area in the GIS
opportunity and constraint model. The following sections describe in more detail each set of
resource data that was collected as part of this analysis. Resource maps referenced in this
section have been included in Appendix A.

4.3  Opportunities and Constraints Analysis

The final phase of the MCS involved conducting an opportunity and constraints analysis.
Project opportunity and constraint criteria were developed based on resources and
characteristics of the macro-corridor that provided favorable or unfavorable attributes for
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locating the proposed transmission line. The criteria classifications include opportunity,
avoidance, and exclusion areas associated with each selected resource. Table 4-1 lists the
opportunity and constraint criteria that were developed for the Project.

To assist in the evaluation of the preliminary routes, the GIS data for each resource were
categorized as an opportunity or a constraint and a GIS-based model was developed to map
the areas of opportunity and constraint. The degree of opportunity and constraint is based on
the character of the resource (i.e., linear or site specific, natural or human, native or
disturbed, and the proximity of the transmission line to the resource). In some cases, the
opportunity and constraint mapping may show routes crossing areas of avoidance or
exclusion; however, sensitive features or land uses will be taken into account during the route
refinement process. In some instances, a route may be moved to avoid a sensitive area, or a
sensitive feature (e.g., wetland) may be spanned. In either case, potential impacts to a
sensitive resource can be avoided.
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Table 4-1:

Project Opportunity and Constraint Criteria

Resource

Opportunity Area
(Optimize Use for
Routing)

Avoidance Area
(Minimize Use for
Routing)

Exclusion Area
(Exclude for Routing When Possible)

Existing Linear Transport

ation and Utility Corridors

Roads (interstate, state,
county)

Within 0.5 mile of
existing road

Within 0.25 mile of scenic
byway (except when
parallel to an existing
transmission line)

Railroads Within 0.25 mile of — —
railroad
Power Lines Within 0.50 mile of — —

existing power lines
(69-kV or greater)

Land Use and Jurisdiction

Land Use/Land Cover

Cropland and Pasture
Herbaceous Rangeland
Mixed Rangeland
Shrub & Brush
Rangeland

Beaches

Commercial and Services
Deciduous Forest Land
Mixed Urban or Built-Up
Non-forested Wetland
Other Agricultural Land
Other Urban or Built-Up
Residential
Transportation,
Communication, Utility

Reservoirs
Strip Mines

Center-pivot Irrigation

Center-pivot irrigated fields

Jurisdiction - Municipal or
Town Boundaries

Within municipal or town
boundaries

Jurisdiction — State- or
Corps of Engineers-
owned Lands

Within boundary of state-
or USACE-lands

Jurisdiction — Indian Trust
Lands

Within boundary of Indian
Trust Lands

Residential Areas — Within 500 feet of an Within 150 feet of an occupied
occupied residence residence
Schools, Parks, — Within 500 feet of Within 150 feet of schools; educational

Recreation Areas, and
other Census Landmarks

schools; educational
facilities; cemeteries;
parks; designated
recreational areas; and
apartments.

facilities; cemeteries; parks; designated
recreational areas; and apartments.

Communication and
Radio Towers (FCC
Structures)

Within 150 feet of FCC
structure

Within 50 feet of FCC structure

Cultural Resources

Class | Survey Data

Within 0.125 mile of
Class | site

Within 100 feet of Class | site
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Opportunity Area Avoidance Area
(Optimize Use for (Minimize Use for Exclusion Area
Resource Routing) Routing) (Exclude for Routing When Possible)
Wetlands and Water Resources
Wetlands — Within wetland boundary —
Surface Water — Within 100 feet of lakes —

and perennial streams

Geologic Hazards

Geologic Hazards — Within areas classified as —
moderate or high hazard

Biological Resources

Designated Wildlife Areas — Federal (USFWS —
Jurisdiction) and State
Wildlife Refuges, State
Wildlife Areas, Walk-in
Hunting Areas; Game and
Waterfowl Production
Areas

Sharp-tailed grouse leks — Within 1.0 mile of active Within 0.25 mile of active lek
lek

Avoidance areas included sensitive areas that were likely to incur environmental impacts or
result in land use conflicts if directly affected by the Project. It is preferable to avoid these
areas if opportunity areas are available elsewhere for locating the proposed transmission line.
If a sensitive area cannot be completely avoided, impacts can be minimized through route
refinement, careful placement of the transmission structures and access roads, spanning of
the sensitive resource, seasonal restrictions on construction activities, and other mitigation
measures.

Exclusion areas include locations with the highest level of sensitivity, including those areas
with regulatory or legislative designations or extreme physical constraints not compatible with
transmission line construction and/or operation. In general, locating a transmission line in
these areas is not recommended and could result in increased environmental impacts,
significantly higher costs, and/or additional regulatory approvals.

Figure 4-1 illustrates those areas identified as opportunities, avoidance areas, and exclusion
areas based on the opportunities and constraints criteria and resource data gathered. Based
on this analysis, all of the identified routes appear to provide reasonable alternatives for the
proposed transmission line which avoid the majority of avoidance and exclusion areas within
the macro-corridor. Although some of the routes cross areas that have been identified as
avoidance and exclusion areas, routing in these areas appears feasible from an engineering
perspective. Avoidance areas crossed by one or more route segments include buffers
associated with potentially sensitive land uses including some residential parcels, wetland
areas, areas along the White River associated with moderate landslide potential, and one
sharp-tailed grouse lek. Exclusion areas crossed include buffers associated with a reservoir,
a census landmark (Fletcher Landing Field), and one sharp-tailed grouse lek. During the
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route refinement process, sensitive areas will be avoided or spanned to the extent feasible.
The following sections describe each of the opportunity and constraint criteria in greater
detail.

4.3.1 Existing Linear Transportation and Utility Corridors

Existing linear facilities and ROWSs can provide suitable opportunities for routing transmission
lines. For this Project, roads, railroads, and transmission lines were identified and mapped as
possible opportunities (see Figure A-1). Data on the locations of roads and railroads within
the macro-corridor were obtained from the South Dakota Department of Transportation
(SDDOT) and U.S. Census Bureau TIGER database (2010).

Locating a transmission line along these linear features may result in fewer environmental
impacts because of the existing disturbance and relatively easy access to the ROW. A
general description of these transportation features is presented in the following sections.

4.3.1.1 Major Roads and Scenic Byways

There are a number of opportunities for routing the proposed transmission line along existing
roadways within the macro-corridor. As shown in Figure A-1, most of the macro-corridor has
a fairly extensive roadway network that includes local roads, state highways, U.S. highways,
and one interstate highway. The main highways in the Lyman County portion of the macro-
corridor include BIA Highway 5, South Dakota (SD) Highway 47 (SD 47), and Interstate 90 (I-
90). The main highways in the Tripp County portion of the macro-corridor include SD 44, SD
49, SD 53, U.S. Highway 18 (US 18), and US 183. In order to maximize the areas of
opportunity within the macro-corridor, particularly through areas in agricultural production,
areas within 0.5 mile of a roadway were designated as opportunity areas.

The Native American Scenic Byway was designated as a national scenic byway on
September 22, 2005. The byway traverses the Lower Brule Indian Reservation from west to
east and enters the macro-corridor on BIA Highway 5. At the intersection of BIA Highway 5
and SD 47, the byway turns north and follows SD 47 north across the Big Bend Dam.

The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail (NHT) Auto Tour Route enters the macro-corridor
on SD 47 north of Reliance and continues south through Reliance on SD 47. The auto tour
route leaves the macro-corridor southeast of Reliance and south of 1-90. Areas within 0.25
mile of these scenic byways will be avoided to the extent feasible, unless an existing
transmission line parallels the roadway. The preferred route will cross the Lewis and Clark
NHT Auto Tour Route southeast of Reliance.

4.3.1.2 Railroad Rights-of-Way

The South Dakota State Railroad (formerly Dakota Southern Railroad) runs east-west across
the macro-corridor through the town of Reliance immediately north of I-90. The SDDOT
Office of Railroads manages the railroad ROW and utility leases. Due to the east-west
orientation of the railroad, this linear feature does not provide a significant opportunity for
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routing the proposed transmission line. Coordination with the Office of Railroads will be
necessary since a utility lease or crossing permit would be required where the proposed
transmission line crosses the railroad ROW near Reliance.

4.3.1.3 Power Lines

Existing power lines may provide opportunities for routing the proposed transmission line
within or adjacent to an existing ROW. Using or paralleling the ROWs of existing power lines
could potentially reduce impacts associated with construction, operation, and maintenance of
the proposed transmission line. However, it may not be possible to parallel certain existing
transmission lines (115-kV or greater) for reasons of system reliability. Specific assessment
should be conducted to determine whether the reliability of the electric system would be
jeopardized by placing the proposed transmission line in close proximity to an existing
transmission line. The potential risk is that both transmission lines could be taken out of
service by an accident or severe weather.

Existing transmission and distribution lines within the macro-corridor are shown in Figure A-2.
In the northern part of the macro-corridor in Lyman County, the preferred route and several of
the alternative routes parallel existing power lines. There are very few existing transmission
lines in the central and southern portions of the macro-corridor. The only known existing
transmission line in the Tripp County portion of the macro-corridor is a Western transmission
line that serves the Witten Substation. One of the alternative routes parallels this
transmission line along the southern boundary of the macro-corridor. Existing distribution
lines that serve rural residences could provide additional opportunities for routing.

4.3.2 Land Use and Jurisdiction
4.3.2.1 Land Use and Land Cover

Land use and land cover data were obtained from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD) (2001). Land cover describes the general categories of
land uses within the macro-corridor. Figure A-3 shows the distribution of land cover types in
the macro-corridor. As can be seen from the figure, the categories cropland and pasture,
herbaceous rangeland, and shrub and brush rangeland constitute the majority of the land
cover within the macro-corridor. These general categories of land cover types typically
provide good opportunities for routing transmission lines.

4.3.2.2 Center-pivot Irrigation

Center-pivot irrigation is limited within the macro-corridor and only one parcel using this type
of irrigation system has been identified near the White River. The westernmost alternative
route avoids this parcel. Parcels with center-pivot irrigation systems were designated as
exclusion areas, although transmission lines may be routed along the edges of these fields.

4.3.2.3 Jurisdiction

Jurisdiction and land ownership within the macro-corridor is shown in Figure A-4. Reliance is
the only incorporated town within the macro-corridor; Hamill is unincorporated. Preliminary
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routes are located outside of the incorporated boundary of Reliance and avoid residences
near Hamill.

Data on land ownership were obtained from the South Dakota Geographic Information
System (GIS). Land ownership and jurisdiction within the macro-corridor include the Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA), Indian Trust Land, State of South Dakota, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), and private land. An estimated 80 percent of the land in the macro-
corridor is privately owned. There is one walk-in hunting area located northeast of Reliance
on the Lower Brule Indian Reservation (shown as state land on Figure A-4); however, none of
the routes are located near this parcel. Areas within town boundaries, state-owned, USACE-
owned, and Indian Trust Lands were designated as avoidance areas.

4.3.2.4 Residences and Residential Areas

Individual residences and other structures within the macro-corridor have been digitized to
aid in the routing of the transmission line. As can be seen in Figure A-5, residences are
located throughout the macro-corridor. Preliminary routes for the transmission line were
selected to avoid residences. For the opportunity and constraints analysis, areas within
150 feet of an occupied residence were designated as exclusion areas and areas within
500 feet of an occupied residence will be avoided during routing whenever possible.

4.3.2.5 Schools, Parks, Recreation Areas, and Census Landmarks

Data on the locations of schools, parks, recreation areas, cemeteries, and other census-
identified landmarks were obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau (2010). As can be seen
from Figure A-6, there are only a few census landmarks within the macro-corridor. For the
opportunity and constraints analysis, areas within 150 feet of census landmarks were
designated as exclusion areas and areas within 500 feet of these features were designated
as avoidance areas.

There are two known recreation areas within the macro-corridor, which are located on the
Lower Brule Indian Reservation. The Good Soldier Creek Recreation Area is located on the
right bank of Lake Sharpe adjacent to Big Bend Dam in Lyman County. Access is from State
Highway 47 to a gravel circulation road. The recreation area is primarily a day use area that
covers approximately 17 acres of land, 9 acres of which are developed. Facilities include
picnic sites, campsites, group picnic shelters, grills, a vault toilet, a playground, horseshoe
pits, a handicap-accessible fishing dock, large parking areas, a non-operating water
treatment plant, and a two-lane boat ramp with a dock.

The Right Tailrace Recreation Area is located immediately downstream and adjacent to Big
Bend Dam in Lyman County. The recreation area is accessible from State Highway 47. The
area consists of approximately 148 acres with roughly one-third of the area developed.
Facilities include picnic sites, a group picnic area, a primitive campground, handicap
accessible fishing pier, a playground, a comfort station with shower, potable water, a fish-
cleaning table, a fixed dock for pedestrian visitors, and a one-lane boat ramp with a courtesy
dock. The Right Tailrace Recreation Area affords year-round use. The main uses of the area
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include both water-oriented and land-based recreation activities including boating, fishing,
camping, picnicking, hiking, and wildlife viewing.

There are three known cemeteries within the macro-corridor. The Saint Mary’s Cemetery is
located north of Reliance and the Trinity Cemetery is located southwest of Reliance on the
south side of 1-90. A third cemetery is located near Hamill. None of these cemeteries are
located within 500 feet of the preferred or an alternative route.

4.3.2.6 Communication and Radio Towers

The locations of communication facilities within the macro-corridor were obtained from the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Communication facilities include television
transmission towers, microwave towers, and cellular telephone towers (FCC 2009). There are
approximately 22 communications facilities within the macro-corridor. These facilities are
generally scattered throughout the macro-corridor as shown in Figure A-7.

The Project will follow all FCC regulations for siting transmission lines and structures near
communication facilities. For the opportunity and constraints analysis, areas within 50 feet of
a communications facility were designated as exclusion areas and areas within 150 feet of a
communications facility were designated as avoidance areas.

4.3.2.7 Airports

Data on airports within and near the macro-corridor were obtained from the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS) airport data (2006) and the U.S. Census Bureau (2010). The
Fletcher Landing Field is the only known airstrip within the macro-corridor. The alternative
transmission route southeast of Reliance crosses a portion of the parcel that contains the
identified landing strip. Based on a telephone conversation between Basin Electric and a
representative from the town of Reliance regarding this parcel, the landing strip has had no
known use in several years, and does not appear to be active. Therefore, this landing strip
would not be considered an avoidance area during the route refinement process.

There are no known public airports within the macro-corridor. The nearest public airport
(Winner Regional Airport or Bob Wiley Field) is approximately 3 miles from the nearest
alternative segment, and the proposed transmission structures should not pose a hazard to
aircraft arriving at or departing from the airport. Airports near the macro-corridor are shown in
Figure A-1.

4.3.3 Cultural and Historic Resources

There are no known National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed sites within the
macro-corridor. Previously collected Class | cultural resources survey data were included in
the opportunity and constraints analysis. Areas within 100 feet of Class | sites were
designated as exclusion areas and areas within 0.125 mile of Class | sites were designated
as avoidance areas.
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The main Class | cultural resources that could potentially be affected by the Project are
several bridges more than 50 years old, which are located throughout the macro-corridor.
These bridges were previously determined to be ineligible for inclusion on the NRHP;
however, they have been retained in the MCS since they may have local significance.
Bridges identified in the Class | inventory near the preferred route include bridges over Red
Butte, Black Dog, Thunder, and Dog Ear creeks, and a branch of Thunder Creek. A second
bridge over Dog Ear Creek is located in close proximity to one of the alternative routes.

Five previously identified potentially historic structures over 50 years old are located within
the macro-corridor. None of these structures is located within 0.125 mile of either the
preferred route or an alternative route. The general locations of structures and bridges
identified in the Class | inventory are shown in Figure A-8. Due to the sensitive nature of
cultural resource data, other Class | cultural resource sites are not shown on the figure;
however, the locations of these sites will be taken into account during the route refinement
phase of the Project.

4.3.4 Wetlands and Water Resources
4.3.4.1 Wetlands

Wetlands and surface water features within the macro-corridor are shown in Figure A-9. Data
on the locations of wetlands in the macro-corridor were obtained from the National Wetlands
Inventory (NWI). Areas of wetlands are scattered throughout the macro-corridor, with a large
concentration of wetlands north of 1-90. The preliminary routes generally avoid areas with
large numbers of wetlands. Impacts to wetlands can typically be avoided through careful
placement of transmission structures and by spanning the transmission line across wetland
areas. The maximum distance that can be spanned is approximately 950 feet.

As part of the opportunity and constraints analysis, areas within mapped wetland boundaries
were designated as avoidance areas. Wetlands surveys will be conducted prior to final
design and construction so that the transmission line can be routed to minimize impacts to
these resources.

4.3.4.2 Surface Water

River and stream data were obtained from the USGS National Hydrological Dataset (NHD).
The Project would cross the White River as well as a number of named creeks and their
tributaries within the macro-corridor. In Lyman County, Short, North Fork American Crow, and
Red Butte creeks and tributaries would be crossed by the proposed transmission line. In
Tripp County, the Project would cross Black Dog, No Moccasin, Thunder, Dog Ear, Hollow,
and East Cottonwood creeks and a number of smaller tributaries. West Cottonwood Creek
also enters the far western portion of the macro-corridor north of the Witten Substation;
however, it does not appear that West Cottonwood Creek would be crossed by any of the
proposed alignments. Areas within 100 feet of surface waters were designated as avoidance
areas. All of the surface waters within the macro-corridor, including the White River, can be
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spanned by the proposed transmission line and it is unlikely that the Project would result in
impacts to these surface waters.

4.3.5 Geologic Hazards

The principal geologic hazards identified within the macro-corridor are landslide hazards.
Steeper slopes along the White River have been classified as moderate hazard areas, while
slopes along the Missouri River have been classified as high hazard areas. For the
opportunity and constraints analysis, areas of both moderate and high landslide hazards
have been classified as avoidance areas since transmission line routing in these areas
appears feasible from an engineering perspective. Landslide hazards are shown in

Figure A-10.

4.3.6 Biological Resources

4.3.6.1 Vegetation and Wildlife
Vegetation

The land cover types present within the macro-corridor are shown in Figure A-3. The
dominant land cover types include agricultural cropland and mixed grass prairie communities
(i.e., rangeland), with some areas of shrub and brush rangeland present near the White
River. Several nonforested wetlands are also located within the macro-corridor. Preliminary
routes for the proposed transmission line were selected to avoid these larger wetland
complexes. Smaller wetlands can be spanned to minimize potential impacts.

Wildlife

The macro-corridor contains mixed grass prairie, which provides habitat for resident and
migrant songbirds such as the Brewer’s sparrow, horned lark, lark bunting, and several
species of sparrows. Wetlands and prairie potholes support species of waterfowl and
shorebirds, and provide forage and stopover habitat for migrating species in the spring and
fall. Mammals in the area would likely include fox, coyote, prairie dog, gopher, badger, and
rodent species. Common wildlife species observed during site visits will be documented;
however, habitat areas for these species were not included in the opportunity and constraints
analysis.

4.3.6.2 Threatened, Endangered and Special Status Species
Federal Species of Concern

Federally threatened species are those species, subspecies, or varieties likely to become
endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of their range.
Federally endangered species are those species, subspecies, or varieties already in danger
of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of their range. Federal candidate species
are those species being considered for listing as endangered or threatened, but for which a
proposed regulation has not yet been published in the Federal Register. Species listed as
threatened and endangered that may occur within Lyman and Tripp counties are shown in
Table 4-2.
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Table 4-2:
Federally Threatened and Endangered Species in Lyman and Tripp Counties
C’ci‘r:mgn Scientific Name County Group Status Avoidance
Whooping Grus americana Lyman, Tripp | Bird FE Avoidance of
crane wetlands/surface waters
Least tern Sterna antillarum Lyman Bird FE Avoidance of
athalassos waters/shorelines
Piping plover Charadrius Lyman Bird FT Avoidance of
melodus waters/shorelines
Black-footed Mustela nigripes Lyman, Tripp | Mammal FE Avoidance of prairie dog
ferret colonies
Pallid Sturgeon | Scaphirhynchus Lyman Fish FE Avoidance of Missouri
albus River
American Nicrophorus Tripp Insect FE No avoidance measures
burying beetle | americanus proposed at this time due
to the variety of habitats
including, forests,
grasslands, wetlands.

Electronic resource data for the other threatened and endangered species were not available
at the time this MCS was completed. Habitat and occurrences of these additional species will
be assessed in greater detail during the route refinement process based on additional data
received from the agencies. Basin Electric and the agencies will work with South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks (SDGFP) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) throughout the
routing process to minimize impacts on threatened and endangered species and their
habitats.

Other Species of Concern
Bald Eagle

The bald eagle was de-listed from the Endangered Species Act on June 28, 2007, but is still
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
The bald eagle commonly inhabits suitable nesting and foraging habitats near reservoirs and
rivers. Bald eagle habitat within the macro-corridor has been identified by the South Dakota
Natural Heritage Program (SDNHP) and will also be documented during biological site visits.
This information will be used during the route refinement process to avoid bald eagle habitat
to the extent feasible, and any known nest locations would be avoided.

Migratory Birds

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. During the route refinement
phase of the Project, data from SDNHP and biological site visits will be used to avoid
important migratory bird habitats such as wetlands. SDGFP and USFWS will be consulted to
determine appropriate measures to avoid impacts to migratory birds.
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Initial agency consultation letters were sent to USFWS and SDGFP on February 23, 2011. In
addition, a request for species occurrence data was submitted to SDNHP. Species
information obtained during initial consultation with the agencies will be incorporated into the
route refinement process.

4.3.7 Data Considered, But Not Used in Macro-Corridor Analysis
4.3.7.1 Soils

Soil data for the macro-corridor were obtained from the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO) database. For the preliminary
analysis of routing opportunities, data on the erosion potential of soils by water and wind
were mapped, but were not included in the opportunities and constraints model because
highly erodible soils are present throughout the macro-corridor and these data were not
useful in discriminating among the various routes.

4.3.7.2 Slope

Slope was identified and mapped using the USGS National Elevation Dataset 30-meter
Digital Elevation Model and the Spatial Analyst extension in ArcGIS 9.1. As shown in

Figure A-11, the majority of the macro-corridor consists of slopes of less than 30 percent.
Areas of steeper slope are generally concentrated near the Missouri River, north and south of
the White River, and are associated with various landforms that occur throughout the macro-
corridor.

Slope may be classified as either an opportunity or a constraint depending on its degree and
orientation. Opportunities associated with slope exist where landforms provide visual
screening of the transmission line. In contrast, steep terrain is typically avoided or excluded
during routing because constructing a transmission line and access roads on steep slopes
could require complex engineering and may result in potential environmental impacts. Given
the generally low slope within the macro-corridor and the ability to avoid steeper terrain
during final routing, slope should not be a significant factor for routing the Project.
Consequently, slope data were mapped, but were not included in the opportunities and
constraints model.

4.3.7.3 Agriculture

Agricultural land uses, including cultivated cropland, pasture, and herbaceous rangeland, are
present throughout the macro-corridor and collectively represent more than 90 percent of
land use within the macro-corridor.

Data regarding regions of important farmland were obtained from the SSURGO database.
The three main categories of important farmland within the macro-corridor are “prime
farmland,” “farmland of statewide importance,” and “prime farmland if irrigated.” As shown in
Figure A-12, areas categorized as important farmland are present throughout the macro-
corridor. The acreage and percentage of important farmland in the macro-corridor is
presented in Table 4-3.
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Table 4-3:
Important Farmland in the Macro-Corridor
SSURGO Farmland Category Acres Square Miles Pef::é (;\fr'el';)tal
All Areas are Prime Farmland 3,121 4.9 1%
Farmland of Statewide Importance 60,505 94.5 24%
Prime Farmland, If Irrigated 74,146 1159 30%
TOTALS 137,772 215.3 55%

Approximately 55 percent of the area of the macro-corridor is classified as important
farmland. Due to its widespread distribution throughout the macro-corridor, areas of important
farmland were not specifically categorized as avoidance areas at this stage. Given the nature
of the Project, it is unlikely there would be actual conversion of important farmland, but
coordination with the USDA NRCS will assist in this determination. The proposed
transmission line will be routed along the edges of cultivated fields whenever possible, and
Basin Electric will work with landowners to avoid impacts to farming operations.

4.3.7.4 Oil and Gas Wells

Based on data available from the South Dakota Geological Survey, there is no current oil or
gas production in Lyman or Tripp counties, and the four oil and gas wells within the macro-
corridor were dry holes that have been plugged and abandoned. Consequently, the presence
of these former wells should not be a factor in the routing of the transmission line.
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5.0 Additional Inputs to Routing and Alternatives

As discussed in Section 4.0, the opportunities and constraints analysis was used to validate
the preliminary route options that have been identified within the macro-corridor. The route
validation and refinement process continues through public scoping and field
reconnaissance. Issues raised by the public and landowners, and additional constraints
identified in the field can play a significant role in route refinement. By including these
additional inputs, a preferred route and one or more alternative routes will be identified for
analysis in the Environmental Assessment (EA) and presented to the South Dakota Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) and local agencies for permitting. These additional inputs are
discussed in the following sections.

5.1  Public Scoping and Stakeholder Involvement

Public and stakeholder involvement and Project communications will be integral to the
evaluation of the preliminary routes within the macro-corridor and the selection of a preferred
and an alternative route for detailed environmental analysis.

The public involvement process will include public scoping meetings that will occur at the
beginning of the formal NEPA process. At these meetings, hosted by the agencies, Basin
Electric will present the macro-corridor and preliminary routes to the public and solicit input
regarding issues of concern. This input will assist in refining the alternative routes as well as
determining the level of analysis necessary to address the relevant issues. Public input will
continue to be a part of the Project through the NEPA process and the development of the
EA for the Project.

Stakeholders are those people and organizations that may be affected or have some interest in
the Project. Potential stakeholders for this Project identified to date include the following
entities:

e Businesses, residents, and property owners along the identified routes;
e Towns of Reliance, Hamill, Winner, and New Witten;

e State and local elected officials;

e SDGFP;

e SDDOT;

e Native American tribes;

e Bureau of Indian Affairs;

e USACE;

e USFWS; and

e National Park Service.

Public scoping meetings for this project are scheduled in the towns of Reliance and Winner
for the week of April 25, 2011. Notification of public meetings will be sent to stakeholders and
will be posted in local news media prior to the meetings.
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5.2  Field Reconnaissance and Identification of Route-Specific
Constraints

Field reconnaissance within the macro-corridor is planned for the week of April 25, 2011. The
field reconnaissance will be used to ground-truth data that have already been collected and
identify additional route-specific constraints. Field observations may include determining the
extent of floodplains and wetlands and identifying other visible constraints that could
influence routing decisions. These items are discussed in the following sections.

5.2.1 Floodplains

The 100-year floodplain delineation is typically used to define floodplain hazard areas. Local
and state governments, as well as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
strongly discourage development within floodplains. Floodplains can generally be spanned or
avoided through careful pole placement. The floodplain of the White River at the proposed
crossing locations will be observed during the field reconnaissance to determine if the
floodplain will pose a challenge for routing. Once an alignment and alternatives are chosen,
hardcopy FEMA floodplain maps, if available, would be included in the analysis.

5.3  Route Refinement and Comparative Analysis

Through a process that includes resource impact assessment and landowner, public, and
agency involvement, specific alternative routes will be identified (Phase 5 of the siting
process). This allows for the quantification of Project-related impacts associated with each
route alternative. Potential routes that are identified would need to meet the Project
objectives, which require that the routes:

e Connect both substations;

e Maximize opportunities and minimize constraints and avoidance areas through more
detailed analysis; and

e Are cost-effective.

The route refinement process will involve assessing the environmental consequences that
are expected as a result of implementation of the Project. Potential routes will be analyzed on
a segment-by-segment basis using routing criteria developed through the public/agency
consultation process. These criteria will expand upon the opportunity and constraints criteria
used in the MCS. For each of the routing criteria, segment impacts will be quantified to allow
for easy comparison. Impact values associated with each of the route alternatives will then be
summed and a rank will be assigned to each route alternative, with 1 representing the least
impact and a higher number (depending on the number of alternatives considered)
representing the most impact. An alternative’s ranking will reflect the relative impact that a
given route alternative has on resources compared to the impacts of the other alternatives.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Project Description and Need

Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric) is proposing to construct and operate a new single-
circuit 230-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in south-central South Dakota that would extend from a new
substation (Lower Brule Substation) south of the Big Bend Dam on Lake Sharpe approximately 74 miles
south-southwest to the existing Witten Substation located south of U.S. Highway 18. In addition to the
new 230-kV transmission line, Western Area Power Administration (Western) is proposing to convert an
existing single-circuit 230-kV transmission line structure, located on the south side of the Big Bend Dam,
to a double-circuit structure and construct approximately 2.2 miles of double-circuit 230-kV transmission
line from the new structure to the new Lower Brule Substation. The approximate 76-mile Big Bend to
Witten 230-kV Transmission Project (Project) consists of the aforementioned elements. The Project is
located within Lyman and Tripp counties in south-central South Dakota. Figure 1-1 illustrates the Project
study area.

The design characteristics for the proposed line between the new Lower Brule Substation and existing
Witten Substation, including right-of-way (ROW) requirements, structure spacing and height, and
assumed disturbance and clearance assumptions, are summarized in Table 1-1. These assumptions
were used in the routing analysis and also were used during the initial Macro-Corridor Study referenced
below. The proposed transmission structures would be steel single-poles and would be designed to
support three conductors and an overhead optical ground wire. Tangent structures would be directly
embedded into the soil and angle and dead-end structures would be constructed using concrete
foundations. No guy wires are proposed. The design criteria for the portion of the line between the Big
Bend Dam and the Lower Brule Substation are expected to be similar.

The proposed Lower Brule Substation would be located on the Lower Brule Indian Reservation on the
east side of State Highway 47 and would occupy approximately 16 acres of land (Figure 2-1). The
substation location would be determined via consultation with tribal representatives. The existing Witten
Substation would be expanded immediately to the northeast to accommodate the new 230-kV
connection. The new part of the substation would have a separate access road and would be separated
by a fence from the existing Witten Substation.

The need for the Project is driven by two key factors: 1) serve proposed short-term load growth on the
115-kV system between Basin Electric’s Mission and Fort Randall Substations, including electric service
demands from pump stations for the proposed TransCanada Keystone XL Pipeline; and 2) provide an
additional source of power at the Witten Substation to improve regional system reliability and voltage
stability.
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Table 1-1
Lower Brule-Witten Transmission Line Characteristics

Description of Design Component Values
Voltage (kV) 230
Conductor Diameter (inches) 1.345
Right-of-Way Width (feet) 125
Typical Minimum and Maximum Span Distances Between Structures (feet) 650 - 950
Average Span (feet) 800
Minimum and Maximum Structure Height (feet) 70-115
Average Height of Structures (feet) 95
Average Number of Structures (per mile) 6.6
Temporary Disturbance per Structure (square feet) 12,500
(approximately 125-foot x 100-foot area)

Permanent Disturbance per Structure (acre) <0.0002
(approximately 3-foot diameter per structure leg)

Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Agricultural Land at 100 degrees Celsius (°C) (feet) 26
Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Rural Roads at 100°C (feet) 28
Minimum Conductor-to-Ground Clearance to Paved Highways at 100°C (feet) 31
Circuit Configuration Vertical

1.2 Purpose of the Routing Report

RUS guidance regarding NEPA implementation (RUS Bulletin 1794A-603) requires that a Macro-Corridor
Study (MCS) and an Alternative Evaluation Study (AES) be prepared by the project proponent and
accepted by RUS prior to the start of the official NEPA process. Basin Electric published the Big Bend to

Witten 230-kV Transmission Project Alternative Evaluation and Macro-Corridor Study (hereinafter referred

to as the AE/MCS; available at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/UWP-BigBendToWitten_SD.html) in April

2011, to evaluate the system alternatives that best meet the purpose and need of the Project, as well as
to identify corridors and preliminary routes for the transmission line. This Routing Report evaluates route
alternatives in more detail, and identifies the final three routes that will be carried forward into the

Environmental Assessment. The Routing Report identifies Basin Electric’s (Applicant) Preferred Route,

as well as two alternative routes.
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2.0 PROJECT BACKGROUND
2.1  Definition of the Study Area

The Project study area for the Routing Report is defined in the AE/MCS. The extent of a study area for a
transmission line project is primarily determined by the project endpoints, the purpose and need, and the
electric system requirements and components that best meet the purpose and need. As noted previously
under Project Description and Need, Basin Electric and Western determined that a new double-circuit
230-kV transmission line from the Big Bend Dam to the proposed Lower Brule Substation, and a single-
circuit 230-kV transmission line from the Lower Brule Substation to the Witten Substation offered the best
way to meet the purpose and need for the Project. In addition to the knowing the two project endpoints,
West Central Electric Cooperative (West Central) requested a 230-kV/69-kV interconnection to the
proposed transmission line approximately 10 miles southwest of the Big Bend Switchyard near the town
of Reliance. The limited number of reasonable crossing locations of the White River and the need to
provide an interconnection with West Central ultimately helped define the Project study area boundary.
The resulting 6-mile-wide macro-corridor generally trends north-south through Lyman County and into
Tripp County south of the unincorporated town of Hamill. At a point approximately 6 miles south of Hamill,
the macro-corridor turns southwest to the Witten Substation. The Project study area is shown in Figure 1-
1 in this report. The study area encompasses approximately 391.2 square miles.

2.2 Summary of Alternative Evaluation and Macro-Corridor Study

The AE/MCS provides additional detail regarding the Project purpose and need, as well as regional
transmission system studies and analyses. That study is incorporated by reference into this Routing
Report. The AE/MCS defined the study area, summarized the resource data collection, and included a
constraints and opportunities analysis, defining the resource attributes that would affect routing the
proposed transmission line. Resource data were gathered from local municipalities, counties, and state
and federal agencies, primarily consisting of existing Geographic Information System (GIS) data bases.
These data included: existing linear transportation and utility corridors; land use and jurisdiction
information; cultural resources; wetlands and water resources (e.g., water bodies, floodplains); geologic
hazards; and biological resources. Aerial photography was also used as a base map to verify the existing
conditions within the study area, and limited field reconnaissance was conducted to ground-truth some of
the desktop data. Other resources considered but not used in the AE/MCS process included soils, slope,
agriculture, and oil and gas wells. These resources were not used in the opportunity and constraints
analysis since the resources were either determined to be absent or nearly ubiquitous across the entire
study area and therefore, would not be useful in discriminating among various routes.

The opportunities and constraints analysis was based on criteria associated with the resources previously
noted. Specifically, the categories of criteria included opportunity areas, avoidance areas and exclusion
areas. Opportunity areas were limited primarily to areas along existing road or utility rights-of-way (ROW),
as well as rural rangeland, croplands, and open space. Avoidance areas were identified for resources that
should be avoided if possible, but that could be crossed by the proposed transmission line under certain
conditions (limited crossing or implementation of design measures or mitigation measures would avoid
adverse effects). Exclusion areas were identified as those areas that should be excluded from
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transmission line crossing and include: reservoirs; strip mines; center-pivot irrigation; areas within 150
feet of occupied residences; areas within 150 feet of schools, cemeteries, parks, and recreation areas;
areas within 50 feet of a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) structure; areas within 100 feet of a
documented cultural resource site; and areas within 0.25 mile of active sharp-tailed grouse leks.

Based on the GIS database information, a composite map was produced identifying the opportunities and
constraints within the macro-corridor. The opportunities and constraints information was used by Basin
Electric to identify alternative routes and route segments that would potentially meet the routing
objectives: connect the two substations; maximize the opportunities and minimize the constraints; and be
cost-effective. In addition to gathering resource data and developing an opportunities and constraints
map, the early phase of routing also included public participation, which is described further in the EA and
Scoping Report. Figure 2-1 illustrates the route segments presented at the public scoping meetings, as
well as the initial route proposed by Basin Electric and Western (“Applicant-Preferred Route”).

2.3 Public and Agency Participation

The RUS NEPA process included pre-scoping activities, agency and tribal consultation, and public
scoping meetings. The data gathered from the public and agency outreach efforts were used in the initial
identification of potential routes. A detailed description of the scoping process is provided in Chapter 2 of
the Big Bend to Witten 230-kV Transmission Project Environmental Assessment Scoping Report, July
2011, with a summary of scoping comments compiled in Appendix C of that document. The public
scoping meetings were held within the study area on April 26 and 27, 2011. At these meetings, Basin
Electric and Western provided an opportunity for the public to understand the proposed Project and the
NEPA process, as well as provide their comments both verbally and in written form. A number of visual
aids (e.g., poster boards) were used to graphically show the study area and the initial set of route
segments developed by Basin Electric and Western. Figure 2-1 illustrates the route segments presented
at the public scoping meetings, as well as the initial route proposed by Basin Electric and Western
(“Applicant-Preferred Route”).

Scoping comments covered a variety of topics including: agriculture, wildlife, construction/maintenance
concerns, grazing, lands/realty, public health and safety, reclamation, socioeconomics, transportation and
visual resources. A number of comments were also made specific to the Project purpose and need, or to
a particular route segment that crossed or was in close proximity to a landowner’s property.
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2.4  Adjustments to Route Segments

Based on public comments, several route segments were eliminated from the original set presented at
the scoping meetings. In addition, Basin Electric made additional refinements to the Applicant-Preferred
Route based on input from landowners and member cooperatives, or to avoid other types of sensitive
features.

The following five route segments were eliminated based on information gathered during preparation of
the AE/MCS, field reconnaissance, and public scoping meetings:

e Segment 80: This segment had multiple crossings over the North Fork American Creek.

e Segment 380: This segment had a relatively large number of residences within 500 feet of the
centerline, a greater number of Class | archaeological resource sites than other segments,
substantial wetlands crossings and impacts to surface waters.

e Segment 420: The segment crossed Indian Trust land, had a number of residences within 500
feet, and crossed a large number of wetlands and surface waters.

e Segment 520: Similar to Segment 420, this segment crossed Indian Trust land, had a number of
residences within 500 feet, and crossed a large number of wetlands and surface waters.

e Segment 550: This segment had the greatest impact to surface waters.

Following the public scoping meetings, Basin Electric made the following adjustments to the Applicant-
Preferred Route:

¢ Near Reliance, the original route was located south and east of Reliance and followed Segments
170, 200, and 230. The Applicant-Preferred Route was shifted to the north and west of Reliance
to accommodate West Central’s request for a tap site in this location and landowner concerns
regarding the location of the original route.

e South of the White River, the original route followed Segment 280. The Applicant-Preferred Route
was shifted 0.5 mile west to accommodate a landowner request, and the route continued south of
Highway 49 for approximately 1.25 miles to avoid crossing Indian Trust land in Section 13.

¢ North of Winner, the original route followed Segment 380. The Applicant-Preferred Route was
moved 0.5 mile north along a portion of Segment 390 to accommodate potential future
development along 272" Street and to avoid a large wetland area.

e The last 10 miles of the original route into the Witten Substation followed Segments 490, 520,
550, 580, and 610. Routing in this area was shifted to avoid farmland and to follow ¥2-section
lines or parallel to section lines to minimize disturbance to farming activities. In addition, the route
along Segment 520 was shifted 0.5 mile north to avoid Indian Trust land.
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3.0 ALTERNATIVE ROUTE SCREENING ANALYSIS
3.1 Overview of Alternative Route Identification

The Project consists of a series of potential routes (consisting of 63 route segments) between the Big
Bend Dam, proposed Lower Brule Substation, and existing Witten Substation. The potential route
segments were presented at the public scoping meetings, along with an Applicant-Preferred Route
proposed by Basin Electric and Western. As noted in Section 2.3, some segments were removed from
further consideration.

As part of the routing study, the remaining route segments were combined into 16 potential alternative
routes. The 16 potential alternative routes were identified through an iterative process that considered all
of the segments presented at the public scoping meetings, as well as constraints within the Project study
area identified during the AE/MCS. The vast majority of segments presented during scoping were used in
at least one of the 16 potential alternative routes or the Applicant-Preferred Route.

During the AE/MCS process and before formal public scoping, Basin Electric identified a preliminary
proposed route that minimized environmental and land use constraints, and minimized project costs and
engineering constraints. After public scoping , the Applicant-Preferred Route was refined in response to
input from the public and West Central regarding the interconnection near Reliance. These modifications
are described in Section 2.3.

To identify the routes proposed for analysis in the EA, the 16 alternative routes and the Applicant-
Preferred Route were narrowed down to three routes (the Applicant-Preferred Route and two alternatives)
through a screening process that included both quantitative and qualitative metrics.

The quantitative metrics include output from a computerized GIS analysis that tabulates potential
constraints within the Project study area and summarizes the data in matrix format. The specific
guantitative metrics (criteria) that were used and evaluated in the matrix are described in more detail in
Section 3.2. The comparative matrix quantifies the potential effects for each criterion, ranks each criterion
(where lowest generally is best depending on the criterion), and then tallies the rankings are to represent
an overall total for a relative comparison between alternative routes. To preserve an objective analysis,
the criteria were not weighted, since weighting introduces a subjective element regarding the relative
importance of various criteria. For this analysis, all criteria were treated equally. The ranks for each
criterion were summed to create an overall total score for each route and the overall total scores for each
route were ranked to determine the overall rank of each route. In addition to the qualitative metrics
described below, the overall rank was used to help identify potential alternative routes for evaluation in
the EA. Table 3-1 depicts the summary matrix of quantitative data by route.
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Table 3-1 Comparative Matrix — 17 Alternative Routes
CATEGORY ROUTES
Applicant-
Route Length Preferred Route
Route Length (feet) 405,000 405,326 385,713 387,603 396,939 397,265 377,651 379,542 396,959 397,285 377,672 379,562 400,754 401,080 381,467 383,357 399,714
Route Length (miles) 77 77 73 73 75 75 72 72 75 75 72 72 76 76 72 73 76!
RANK (LOW BEST) 5 5 2 2 3 3 1 1 3 3 1 1 4 4 1 2 4
TOTAL SCORE 5 5 2 2 3 3 1 1 3 3 1 1 4 4 1 2 4
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 5 5 2 2 3 3 1 1 3 3 1 1 4 4 1 2 4
Engineering
Length Within 200 feet of Existing Transmission or Distribution Lines (feet) 8,952 14,057 8,952 8,952 8,918 14,022 8,918 8,918 8,952 14,057 8,952 8,952 9,718 14,822 9,718 9,718 7,825
Length Within 200 feet of Existing U.S. and State Highways (feet) 29,402 29,402 8,798 8,798 53,269 53,269 32,665 32,665 29,013 29,013 8,409 8,409 29,008 29,008 8,404 8,404 16,144
Length within 0.25 mile of Scenic Byways (feet) 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 15,000
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
Length within 200 feet of County Roads (feet) 36,570 36,570 29,223 29,163 47,528 47,528 40,181 40,121 26,168 26,168 18,821 18,761 44,858 44,858 37,511 37,451 66,626
Length within 200 feet of Section Lines (feet) 78,186 79,412 64,099 54,692 99,823 101,049 85,736 76,329 69,604 70,830 55,517 46,110 98,629 99,855 84,542 75,135 133,855
Total Length Adjacent All Linear Features 153,110 159,441 111,072 101,605 209,537 215,868 167,499 158,032 133,737 140,067 91,699 82,232 182,213 188,543 140,175 130,708 224,450
Total % Adjacent to Linear Features 38% 39% 29% 26% 53% 54% 44% 42% 34% 35% 24% 22% 45% 47% 37% 34% 56%
RANK (HIGH BEST) 5 5 7 7 2 2 4 4 6 5] 8 8 3 3 5} 6 1
TOTAL SCORE 7 7 9 9 4 4 6 6 8 7 10 10 5 5 7 8 2
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 5 5 7 7 2 2 4 4 6 5 8 8 S 8 5 6 1
Length Crossing Indian Trust Land (feet) 0 0 0 0 7,235 7,235 7,235 7,235 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,614
RANK (LOW BEST) 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
TOTAL SCORE 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
Land Use/Land Cover
Length Crossing Reservoirs and Strip Mines (feet) 379 379 379 379 0 0 0 0 379 379 379 379 0 0 0 0 o)
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Communication Facilities Within 150 feet (number) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 o)
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
TOTAL SCORE 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 2
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 1
Residential
Number of Residences within 250 Feet of Centerline 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1
Number of Residences between 251- 500 Feet of Centerline 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2]
RANK (LOW BEST) 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
TOTAL SCORE 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2
Wetlands and Water Resources
Number of Crossings of Perennial Streams (number) 6 6 6 6 3 3 3 3 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 3
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1
Length within 100 ft of Perennial/Intermittent Streams (feet) 28,000 28,000 25,000 25,000 28,000 28,000 25,000 25,000 32,000 32,000 30,000 29,000 32,000 32,000 30,000 29,000 28,000
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 5 5 4 3 5 5 4 3 2
Length Crossing Waterbodies (feet) 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,600 1,600 1,600 1,600 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,600
RANK (LOW BEST) 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 3
Length Crossing NWI Wetlands (feet) 5,000 5,000 6,000 6,000 4,000 4,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 6,000 6,000 3,000 3,000 4,000 4,000 6,000
RANK (LOW BEST) 3 3 4 4 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4 1 1 2 2 4
TOTAL SCORE 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 13 13 13 12 10 10 10 9 10
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 5 5 4 & & & 2 &
Cultural and Historic Resources
Other Class | sites within 500 feet (number) 7 7 7 7 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
TOTAL SCORE 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Biological Resources
Length within known prairie dog towns (feet) 1,628 1,628 1,628 1,628 260 260 260 260 1,445 1,445 1,445 1,445 260 260 260 260 1,097
Raptor Nests within 0.25 mile (number) 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0,
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1
Sharp-tailed grouse leks within 0.25 mile (number) 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
RANK (LOW BEST) 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
TOTAL SCORE 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 2 2 ) 5] 2 2 5]
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST S S 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2
OVERALL TOTAL SCORE 34 34 32 32 29 29 28 28 35 34 34 33 30 30 28 29 27
TOTAL RANK (LOW BEST) 7 7 5 5 3 3 2 2 8 7 7 6 4 4 2 3 1
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In addition to the quantitative metrics depicted in Table 3-1, the following qualitative metrics were applied
during selection of the three routes from the field of 17 potential alternative routes:
One of the three routes will represent the Applicant-Preferred Route.

The alternative routes should use segments that are not duplicative of segments used by the
Applicant-Preferred Route to the greatest extent possible.

The alternative routes should follow direct paths between the Project endpoints and meet the
Applicant’s purpose and need.

1) To the extent feasible, alternative routes should avoid major constraints including residences,
Indian Trust land, cultural and historical resources, and known sensitive biological resources.

3.2 Criteria Used to Evaluate Potential Routes

The following criteria were used to develop quantitative metrics to evaluate the 16 alternative routes and
the Applicant-Preferred Route in a GIS-based model and output matrix. During the analysis process,
some of these criteria were subsequently removed from the comparative ranking matrix if the data were
equal for all routes (no discernable difference), or if the criteria no longer applied. Criteria removed are
summarized in Section 3.3.

Route Length

Route length is a key criterion that is commonly used to compare transmission line routes. Longer
transmission line routes are typically (but not always) more costly to construct and may have greater
impacts when compared with shorter routes.

Percent of Route Adjacent to Existing Linear Features
Routing transmission lines along existing linear features such as roads and transmission lines can reduce
the potential impact when compared with constructing a “greenfield” transmission line. In many instances,
existing roadways or other types of ROW can provide access to the new transmission line for both
construction and maintenance purposes. For the purposes of the routing study, the following criteria were
included in the linear features category:

e Transmission and distribution lines;

e U.S. and State highways;

e County roads; and

e Section lines.

The length within 200 feet of each of these features was added together and divided by the total length of
the route to create a percentage adjacent to linear features.
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Length Crossing Indian Trust Land

Indian Trust lands often have multiple owners, which can greatly complicate the process for obtaining
easements. Consequently, parcels of Indian Trust land were identified as avoidance areas for this routing
study.

Length Crossing Reservoirs and Strip Mines

Due to their typical size and breadth, or operational constraints, transmission lines are typically routed
around these types of facilities. In some cases, reservoirs can be spanned if necessary.

Communication Facilities within 150 Feet

Transmission line routing must meet the requirements of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
to avoid potential interference with AM radio, FM radio and telecommunications facilities.

Residences within 500 Feet

Land use compatibility issues must be considered when routing a transmission line in proximity to
residences. A typical transmission line routing criterion looks at residences within the proposed ROW and
within an additional reasonable buffer zone outside the ROW. The proposed ROW is 125 feet (62.5 feet
on either side of the transmission line centerline) and no residences were found within the proposed
ROW. The number of residences within 500 feet of each route was included in the matrix.

Number of Crossings of Perennial Streams

All of the streams within the Project study area can be spanned, but limiting the number of stream
crossings can reduce direct and indirect effects to water quality and associated stream habitat, and,
depending on the length of the stream crossing, can reduce construction costs.

Length within 100 feet of Perennial/Intermittent Streams

Construction and long-term maintenance of utility lines and structures can result in direct and indirect
effects to surface waters as a result of soil disturbance, erosion and habitat disturbance. Maintaining an
adequate buffer between transmission line construction activities and adjacent surface waters is prudent.

Length Crossing Waterbodies

Large waterbodies can pose obstacles to transmission line routing, and sometimes require routing around
the water feature. The Project would be constructed using 230-kV transmission structures that allow for
an average span length of 650 to 950 feet. Waterbodies that are less than 950 feet wide could be
spanned by the proposed transmission line.

Length Crossing National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Wetlands

Due to the sensitive nature of wetland habitat and the species occupying the habitat, direct impacts as a
result of short-term construction or long-term operations should be avoided. Wetlands can typically be
spanned by transmission lines; however, wetlands within the ROW would need to be delineated in
localized areas prior to construction and measures to avoid impacts to wetlands would be implemented.
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Class | Cultural Resources Sites within 500 Feet

Important historical and cultural resources should be avoided when routing a transmission line.
Depending on the resource and its status with the State Historic Preservation Office, some sites can be
spanned as long as the ground surface in the vicinity of the site is not disturbed.

Length within Known Prairie Dog Colonies

Prairie dog colonies can be a potential concern for routing transmission lines since these colonies
typically provide habitat for the black-footed ferret, which is a federally-listed endangered species. Project
biologists have determined that it is highly unlikely the black-footed ferret would occur in the Project study
area, and RUS has concurred with this determination. Another potential concern is that burrowing owls
often use prairie dog burrows for nest sites. The burrowing owl is protected under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act. Burrowing owl surveys within potential habitat areas would be conducted prior to construction.

Raptor Nests within 0.25 mile of Centerline

Transmission line routing must consider potential effects to raptors and other avian species protected by
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Areas of high flight activity are generally found around nests and foraging
areas. Proximity of nests to transmission lines increases the risk of collision and potential mortality.

Length within Sharp-Tailed Grouse Leks

Sharp-tailed grouse leks were included in the constraints criteria since the grouse population has been in
decline through loss of habitat across the nation. The grouse prefers grasslands and prairies and
primarily forages on the ground in summer months. Nesting typically occurs in May and June. The
presence of active leks (i.e. communal display and breeding areas) along a transmission line route may
influence construction scheduling. These leks can typically be spanned by the transmission line, but peer-
reviewed data suggests that grouse will likely abandon the use of leks that are under and near
transmission lines.

3.3  Criteria Considered but Removed from Comparative Analysis

Several routing criteria were evaluated against the data compiled during the AE/MCS data search but
were ultimately removed from further evaluation in the comparative analysis matrix because they either
did not apply to the alternative routes or the criteria applied evenly to all routes and therefore, would not
make a discernable difference for purposes of comparing and ranking alternatives. These criteria were
removed from the comparative analysis.

Length within 0.25 mile of a Scenic Byway

Transmission lines and associated structures could result in an adverse visual effect to motorists traveling
on scenic byways. Altering a scenic viewshed by erecting man-made utility infrastructure could detract
from the overall viewing experience. All of the routes evaluated parallel a scenic byway (Native American
Scenic Byway) for approximately 3 miles between Big Bend Dam and the proposed Lower Brule
Substation, so this criterion was not particularly useful in distinguishing among the various alternative
routes; however, the Applicant-Preferred Route parallels scenic byways for a slightly shorter length than
any of the alternative routes. As a result, this criterion was removed from the comparative matrix.
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Length within 500 Feet of Census Landmarks

Census landmarks consist of structures accounted for in census data and typically include schools,
hospitals, airports and landing strips, churches, cemeteries and jails. These types of land uses may
present routing constraints depending upon the distance between the transmission line and the census
landmark structure and the sensitivity of the land use. Other factors include the size of the transmission
line (kV) and associated structure specifications. No census landmarks were identified within 500 feet of
the centerline of alternative routes, with the exception of an old, inactive landing strip. As a result, this
criterion was removed from the matrix.

Length within Areas Classified as Important Farmland

Based on U.S. Department of Agriculture classifications, important farmland within the macro-corridor is
classified as “prime farmland”, “farmland of statewide importance”, or “prime farmland, if irrigated.”
Because of the extensive distribution of important farmland throughout the macro-corridor, all of the
routes would cross varying amounts of important farmland. Since important farmland is widely distributed
throughout the macro-corridor, this category was not a significant discriminator among the routes and was
therefore removed from the matrix.

Construction of transmission lines through agricultural areas rarely results in a disruption of agricultural
practices for more than a single growing season, and if constructed after harvest or during winter months,
may result in minimal disruption. In addition, most agricultural operations may continue within the ROW
once construction has been completed so the amount of land removed from agricultural production is
minimal and is generally limited to the actual footprint of the transmission structures and the area
immediately around the structures.

Historic Structures

Only one historic structure was identified during the early stages of the AE/MCS, within 500 feet of an
early version of the Applicant-Preferred Route. The Applicant-Preferred Route was subsequently shifted
away from the structure. For this reason, this criterion was removed from the matrix.

3.4  Selection of Alternate Routes
3.4.1 Big Bend - Lower Brule Substation 230-kV Transmission Line

As shown in Figures 3-1 and 3-2, the northern portion of the Project, the proposed 230-kV transmission
line between the Big Bend Dam (new 230-kV double-circuit structure) and the proposed Lower Brule
Substation consists of a single route, with no alternatives. This part of the Project is located entirely on
the Lower Brule Indian Reservation. Basin Electric and Western will work with the Lower Brule and
Rosebud Tribal Representatives to determine an appropriate alignment for the new transmission line and
location for the proposed substation.
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3.4.2 Lower Brule — Witten 230-kV Transmission Line

A total of 17 routes including the Applicant-Preferred Route (identified as Route 17) were evaluated in the
comparative matrix. The 16 preliminary alternative routes consist of a combination of various segments.
Figure 3-1 depicts the segments that were evaluated in this routing report and includes a table that
defines the segment combinations that comprised each of the 16 alternative routes. Figure 3-2 is a map
that shows the Applicant-Preferred Route. As noted previously, a number of adjustments were made to
the Applicant-Preferred Route between public scoping and the comparative analysis/routing report phase
in order to avoid conflicts, minimize environmental effects, and/or address the concerns of the greatest
number of landowners.
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3.4.3 Comparative Analysis of 17 Routes (Applicant-Preferred Route and 16
Alternative Routes)

Table 3-1 quantifies the resource data by alternative route and ranks the various routes based on the
quantified data. With the exception of Engineering, lower values for each criterion (e.g., route length)
result in a better ranking. For Engineering, the higher the quantitative data (e.g., length adjacent to linear
features), the better the ranking since it is optimal to follow existing linear features when routing a
transmission line.

As expected, many routes resulted in duplicate ranks for individual categories, as well as total scores and
the spread between the various alternatives in the “Overall Total Score” row is considered minimal (totals
ranging from 27 to 34), which emphasizes the fact that the Applicant-Preferred Route and the 16
alternative routes would result in similar impacts on the resources present within the corridor.

The following text provides a summary description of the results in Table 3-1. The values for each of
these criteria allow the alternatives to be compared against each other and to see the relative differences
among the alternatives.

3431 Route Length

The 16 routes that were evaluated in the GIS model ranged in length from approximately 72 to 77 miles.
Routes 7, 8, 11, 12 and 15 were all the shortest at approximately 72 miles. Routes 1 and 2 ranked 5th
and were the longest at 77 miles. The Applicant-Preferred Route ranked 4th at 76 miles.

3432 Percent of Route Adjacent to Existing Linear Features

The length of an alternative route within 200 feet of each category (transmission and distribution lines,
U.S. and State Highways, county roads, and section lines) was added together and divided by the total
length of the route to create a percentage adjacent to linear features. For the routes that were evaluated,
the percent adjacent to existing linear features ranged from approximately 22 percent (Route 12) to 56
percent (Applicant-Preferred Route, 17). Due to the substantive difference between the routes, the
percent adjacent to linear features were assigned ranks based on the range of percentages listed below:

Adjacent to Existing Assigned Rank
Linear Features (Percent
Ranges)

55% to 59%
50% to 54%
45% to 49%
40% to 44%
35% to 39%
30% to 34%
25% to 29%
20% to 24%
19% or less

OO [N[o|0g|d[W|IN|F
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3433 Length of Route Crossing Indian Trust Land

Routes 5, 6, 7 and 8 cross approximately 7,235 feet of Indian Trust land. In addition, the Applicant-
Preferred Route crosses approximately 2,614 feet of Indian Trust land. The current alignment of the
Applicant-Preferred Route barely encroaches onto a parcel of Indian Trust land (the reference line is
located approximately 1 foot inside the parcel); however, Basin Electric intends to avoid this parcel of land
completely during the ROW acquisition process.

3434 Length Crossing Reservoirs and Strip Mines

Based on the GIS data from the U.S. Census Bureau, eight of the 16 alternative routes would cross a
feature identified in the Census dataset as a reservoir. The Applicant-Preferred Route does not cross any
reservoirs. Based on the size of and the length across the reservoir (379 feet), this feature could be easily
spanned or avoided entirely through minor route adjustments.

3.4.35 Communication Facilities within 150 Feet

All 16 alternative routes are located within 150 feet of an existing telecommunications facility. The
Applicant-Preferred Route does not have any telecommunications facilities within 150 feet of the current
alignment.

3.4.3.6 Residences within 500 Feet

As described in the AE/MCS, there are numerous residences scattered throughout the Project corridor.
Of the 16 routes that were evaluated, all of the routes have at least one and a maximum of two homes
within 500 feet of the transmission line, and 12 of the alternative routes have one residence within 250
feet of centerline. Based on the centerline used in this analysis, the Applicant-Preferred Route had 2
residences within 500 feet and no residences within 250 feet.

3.4.3.7 Number of Perennial Stream Crossings

All 17 routes cross three or more perennial streams. The Applicant-Preferred Route and Alternative
Routes 5, 6, 7, and 8 cross a total of 3 streams, Alternative Routes 1, 2, 3, and 4 cross 6 streams each,
and Alternative Routes 9 through 16 cross 7 streams each. Stream crossings within the study area are
relatively narrow and can be easily spanned by the proposed transmission line, which has a span length
between 650 and 950 feet. Construction and long-term operational measures would need to be
implemented to minimize impacts to water quality and stream habitat. The Applicant-Preferred Route and
Alternative Routes 5, 6, 7, and 8 would have the least potential impact on water resources and therefore,
ranked best for this category.

3438 Length within 100 feet of Perennial or Intermittent Streams

All 17 routes are located within 100 feet of perennial and intermittent streams, with cumulative paralleling
distances ranging between 25,000 and 32,000 feet. Alternative Routes 3, 4, 7, and 8 had the shortest
distance of transmission line within 100 feet of a perennial or intermittent stream and therefore ranked the

December 2011 3-15



Basin Electric — Big Bend to Witten 230-kV Transmission Project
Routing Report

best. The Applicant-Preferred Route, along with Alternative Routes 1, 2, 5, and 6 were ranked in second
place with cumulative distances of 28,000 feet.

3439 Length Crossing Waterbodies

All of the alternative routes, as well as the Applicant-Preferred Route, cross areas defined as waterbodies
or open water. The cumulative total length of crossings over waterbodies ranged from 1,200 to 1,600 feet.
The Applicant-Preferred Route crosses approximately 1,600 feet in total. However, it should be noted the
waterbodies crossed by any of the alternative routes can be easily spanned by the transmission line since
the maximum water body width (White River crossing) is 570 feet and the typical span distance of the
transmission line is 650 to 950 feet.

3.4.3.10 Length Crossing National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Wetlands

There are numerous wetlands located within the Project study area and the total length of wetland
crossings for the routes ranged from approximately 3,000 to 6,000 feet. Most of these wetland areas
crossed by routes are small and can be easily spanned. One of the larger wetland areas (approximately
1,100 feet at its widest point) is crossed by the Applicant-Preferred Route, but the centerline is near the
southern edge of the wetland and the ROW is expected to be shifted south to avoid or span the wetland
area. All wetlands within the transmission line ROW would need to be delineated to avoid impacts during
construction and maintenance activities.

3.4.3.11 Class | Cultural Resources Sites within 500 Feet

Each of the alternative routes, including the Applicant-Preferred Route, are within 500 feet of 5to 7
previously identified cultural resources sites. The specific hature of these sites, the potential impacts of
the Project, and potential avoidance/mitigation measures for these cultural resources sites will be
addressed in the EA. In addition, all of the alternative routes (excluding the Applicant-Preferred Route)
cross one recorded site, which has been determined to be potentially eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (NHRP). Alternative Routes 1, 2, 3, and 4 and the Applicant-Preferred Route
cross a second site that is listed as NRHP-eligible. Further analysis of all sites within 500 feet of the
Project centerline will be required during the EA process and consultation with the South Dakota SHPO
will determine potential effects and mitigation requirements. In most cases, cultural resources can be
avoided by spanning the site or through protective measures implemented during construction. In some
cases, the transmission line may need to be relocated or the artifacts could be recovered and preserved.

3.4.3.12  Length within Known Prairie Dog Colonies

All of the alternative routes traverse portions of previously documented prairie dog colonies, which may or
may not currently be active. Prairie dog colonies are a potential concern since these colonies can provide
nesting habitat for the burrowing owl, which is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The length
of the routes through prairie dog colonies ranged from 260 to 1,628 feet. The Applicant-Preferred Route
would cross 1,097 feet of prairie dog colonies.
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3.4.3.13  Raptor Nests within 0.25 mile of Centerline

While detailed nest surveys have not yet been completed, existing resource data compiled for this study
indicate recorded raptor nests within 0.25 mile from some of the alternative routes. Alternative Routes 1,
2,5,6,9, 10, 13, and 14 are all within 0.25 mile of one recorded raptor nest. All remaining routes,
including the Applicant-Preferred Route, were not located in proximity to a recorded nest site and
therefore, received a better ranking for this criterion.

3.4.3.14  Length within Sharp-Tailed Grouse Leks

There is one historic sharp-tailed grouse lek that has been identified within the Project study area. This
historic grouse lek, which is located northwest of Reliance, would be crossed by alternative routes 1, 2, 3
and 4 and the Applicant-Preferred Route; however, the current status of this grouse lek is unknown. If this
sharp-tailed grouse lek is determined to be active, construction of the transmission line may need to occur
outside of the breeding season or the transmission line may need to be re-routed to avoid impacts to this
sensitive species habitat.

3.4.4 Alternative Routes Removed From Further Consideration

As a result of the comparative analysis described in Section 3.3, including the quantitative data in Table
3-1, and consideration of the qualitative metrics described in Section 3.1, a number of the potential
alternative routes were eliminated from further consideration. As listed in Table 3-1, the Applicant-
Preferred Route ranked number 1 in comparison to all the other alternatives with a total score of 27.
Several alternatives ranked in second and third place (Alternative Routes 5, 6, 7, 8, 15 and 16), with total
scores of 28 and 29. The minimal spread in scores between the alternative routes is due to the fact that
the difference between these routes is fairly minimal. As discussed previously, both quantitative and
qualitative metrics were used to determine which routes should be eliminated. A summary of the rationale
used to eliminate 14 of the alternative routes from further analysis is provided below:

¢ Routes 1 and 2 were eliminated since they had the greatest length of any alternative and both of
these alternative routes scored poorly in the matrix.

¢ Routes 3 and 4 were very similar to each other. These alternative routes were eliminated based
on length within known prairie dog towns and length crossing NWI wetlands.

e Routes 5, 6, 7 and 8 were eliminated since they used segments that crossed Indian Trust land.

e Route 9 was eliminated due to length within known prairie dog towns and because it had the
highest length within 100 feet of perennial streams. This alternative route had the worst overall
score in the matrix.

e Routes 11 and 12 were very similar to each other. Those alternatives were eliminated based on
length within known prairie dog towns and length crossing NWI wetlands.

e Routes 13 and 14 were also similar to each other. These routes were the second longest routes
at 76 miles each and had the greatest length within 100 feet of perennial streams.
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e Route 15 is similar to Route 16, but Route 15 had a longer length within 100 feet of perennial
streams.

Alternative Route 16 had minimal constraints, scored well in the matrix (total rank of 3), and shared few
segments with the Applicant-Preferred Route. Therefore, Alternative Route 16 was determined to provide
a reasonable alternative to the Applicant-Preferred Route. Other routes that ranked in second or third
place were nearly identical to the Applicant-Preferred Route or to Alternative Route 16 and therefore, did
not represent reasonable additional alternatives. Although Alternative Route 10 does not perform well in
the matrix when compared with the other alternative routes (Route 10 received a total score of 34 with a
rank of 7 in Table 3-1), this route was retained for evaluation in the EA since the route provides a
distinctly different alternative route than either the Applicant-Preferred Route or Alternative Route 16.
Additional features of the Alternative Routes and the Applicant-Preferred Route are described in Section
4.0 below.
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4.0 IDENTIFICATION OF ROUTES FOR ANALYSIS IN THE EA

As described in Section 3.1, both quantitative and qualitative criteria were used to evaluate the 16
alternative routes and the Applicant-Preferred Route and to identify two alternative routes for analysis in
the EA. Basin Electric and Western worked closely with RUS, Native American tribal representatives, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and local landowners to identify potential routes that would best meet the
Project objectives and purpose and need, while minimizing adverse environmental effects and conflicts
with existing land uses. This process resulted in the identification of the Applicant-Preferred Route, which
will be evaluated in detail in the EA. Basin Electric will continue to refine this route such that some
potential impacts can be minimized or avoided long before construction occurs. In comparison, no
comparable route refinement process has been conducted for the alternative routes.

In addition to the Applicant-Preferred Route, two alternative routes were identified based on the route
screening analysis described in Section 3. This quantitative and qualitative process resulted in the
identification of Alternative Routes 10 and 16. The selected routes represent a reasonable range of
alternative routes within the Project study area and these routes will be evaluated in the EA. Figure 4-1
illustrates the three selected alternative routes.

4.1  Alternative Route 10
As illustrated in Table 3-1, the following features of Alternative Route 10 are favorable:
e Route 10 is slightly shorter than the Applicant-Preferred Route.

e Route 10 has a shorter length across waterbodies when compared with Applicant-Preferred
Route.

Potentially unfavorable aspects of Alternative Route 10 include:
e Only 35 percent of the total length of Route 10 is adjacent to existing linear features.
e Route 10 crosses an existing reservoir.

¢ Route 10 crosses 7 perennial streams and has the longest length within 100 feet of perennial and
intermittent streams.

e Route 10 has the second longest length within known prairie dog towns.
4.2  Alternative Route 16
As illustrated in Table 3-1, the following features of Alternative Route 16 are favorable:

e Route 16 is approximately 2 miles shorter than Route 10 and approximately 3 miles shorter than
the Applicant-Preferred Route.

e Route 16 has the shortest length crossing waterbodies and NWI wetlands.
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e Route 16 has the shortest length within previously documented prairie dog colonies.
Potentially unfavorable aspects of Alternative Route 16 include:

e Only 37 percent of the total length of Route 16 is adjacent to existing linear features.

e Route 16 crosses 7 perennial streams.

e Route 16 has a longer length within 100 feet of perennial and intermittent streams when
compared with the Applicant-Preferred Route.

4.3  Applicant-Preferred Route
Favorable aspects of the Applicant-Preferred Route compared with the two alternative routes include:

e The route has the greatest percentage of alignment paralleling linear features.
e The route is not within 150 feet of any known communications facilities.

e The route has the fewest crossings of perennial streams and the shortest length within 100 feet of
perennial and intermittent streams.

Potentially unfavorable aspects of the Applicant-Preferred Route compared with the two alternative routes
include:

e The Applicant-Preferred Route is longer than Routes 10 and 16.

e The centerline of the Applicant-Preferred Route encroaches on and crosses Indian Trust land for
approximately 2,614 feet; although as previously described, Basin Electric will completely avoid
this parcel during the easement acquisition process.

e Based on the centerline used in this analysis, the Applicant-Preferred Route had two residences
within 500 feet of centerline compared to one residence along Routes 10 and 16. However, as a
result of recent adjustments to the Applicant-Preferred Route, Basin Electric has confirmed there
are presently no occupied residences within 500 feet of the centerline.

e The Applicant-Preferred Route has the greatest length crossing waterbodies and NWI wetlands.

e The Applicant-Preferred Route is the only one of the three retained routes that traverses a historic
sharp-tailed grouse lek.

All of these resource issues will be thoroughly evaluated in the EA, and none of the issues identified in
this preliminary screening of the alternatives appear to be insurmountable from a routing and permitting
perspective. It is likely that all of the potential impacts associated with the Applicant-Preferred Route (or
either of the alternative routes) can be minimized or avoided through minor adjustments as needed and
through standard construction mitigation practices.
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1. Jurisdictions, Land Use, and Agricultural Practices

Land Use

The movement of crews and equipment will be limited to the right-of-way (ROW) and other
areas that have been cleared for cultural, historical, and biological resources. The construction
contractor will limit movement on the ROW so as to minimize damage to rangeland, cropland, or
property.

The ROW across the Lower Brule Sioux Indian Reservation will be issued as a lease as
negotiated with the LBST.

Agricultural Practices

Where practical, construction activities will be scheduled during periods when agricultural
activities would be minimally affected or the landowner will be compensated accordingly.

Fences, gates, and similar improvements that are removed or damaged will be promptly
repaired or replaced. New gates may be installed, if deemed appropriate.

The ROW will be purchased through negotiations with each landowner affected by the proposed
project and payment will be made of full value for crop damages or other property damage
during construction or maintenance.

When weather and ground conditions permit, all deep ruts that are hazardous to farming
operations and to movement of equipment will be eliminated or compensation will be provided if
the landowner desires. Such ruts will be leveled, filled, and graded, or otherwise eliminated in an
approved manner. Ruts, scars, and compacted soils from construction activities in cropland or
rangeland will be loosened and leveled by subsoiling, paraplowing, scarifying, harrowing, or
disking, as appropriate. Damage to ditches, roads, and other features of the land will be
corrected. The land and other features will be restored as nearly as practicable to their original
conditions.

2. Geology, Minerals, and Soils

Soils

Excess subsoils and rock will be hauled off-site to an approved landfill.

Erosion and sediment controls will be established prior to construction, then maintained and
controlled through application of Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs).

Sediment control measures (e.g., installation of silt fences) will be used, where appropriate, to
prevent sediment from moving off-site and into waterbodies.

Maintenance operations will be scheduled during periods of minimum precipitation to minimize
the potential of surface runoff and to reduce the risk of erosion, rutting, sedimentation, and soil
compaction. However, emergency repairs to the proposed transmission line may occur during
periods of inclement weather. Ruts, scars, and compacted soils resulting from emergency
activities will be repaired by subsoiling, paraplowing, scarifying, harrowing, or disking, as
appropriate.

Temporary laydown areas will be located in previously disturbed areas and/or areas previously
surveyed for cultural and biological resources.

Landslide-prone areas associated with the Pierre Shale would be assessed for potential
instability. Such assessment would include, if necessary, review of available information
concerning areas of mapped landslides, descriptions of historic landslides, and consultation with
appropriate governmental agency personnel who are knowledgeable about the hazards.
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Assessment shall also include field surveys and gathering of geotechnical information to
determine what engineering design methods would mitigate or lessen potential risks. If the risks
cannot be practically mitigated or lessened, then avoidance of potentially unstable areas is
recommended such as relocation of routes to more stable bedrock. If avoidance is not possible,
then appropriate design standards should be used to mitigate the risk to the furthest extent
possible.

3. Vegetation and Noxious Weeds

Vegetation

Where wooded areas cannot be avoided, the proposed transmission line will be placed in areas
with the lowest density of trees, whenever feasible, thereby reducing the number of trees that
will require removal within the construction ROW.

All vegetative materials resulting from clearing operations will either be chipped on site, or
removed and disposed of in a permitted facility.

Existing native vegetation within the construction ROW will be preserved whenever feasible.

Surface disturbance areas will be reclaimed using native species, as approved by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, county extension agency, or landowners, and will be planted
at the appropriate times in order to reestablish native vegetative cover and minimize the
potential for invasion by non-native species.

Wetland and riparian communities will be spanned by the proposed transmission line, thereby
avoiding impacts to these ecosystems.

Erosion and sedimentation controls will be implemented to minimize indirect impacts to wetlands
and riparian areas.

If herbicides are used to remove woody species that become established in the ROW and pose
a hazard to the transmission line, they will be used in an appropriate manner.

Mulch and seeds used for revegetation, erosion, and sediment control will be certified as
weed-free.

Noxious Weeds

If noxious weeds are observed in the surface disturbance areas, populations will be controlled
with the application of herbicides, which will be applied by a certified herbicide applicator in
accordance with label instructions and State and local County Weed Board regulations.
Biological control methods (i.e., use of spurge beetles, etc.) also may be considered for weed
control, in consultation with appropriate agencies.

Herbicides will not be used near surface water.

Prior to the initiation of construction activities, construction vehicles and equipment will be
thoroughly cleaned to prevent the possible spread of noxious weed seeds within the project
area.

The construction ROW and other surface disturbance areas will be monitored annually for
noxious weeds for a 3-year period following construction and reclamation. Landowners will be
consulted regarding all noxious weed control measures and issues.

Herbicide applications will occur in late spring or early summer to eradicate or control noxious
weeds before they mature.
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4. Fish and Wildlife Resources

e Prior to surface disturbance activities during the migratory bird (not including raptors) breeding
season (April 15 through July 15), a qualified biologist will survey within suitable ROW habitat
(i.e., non-cultivated land) for nesting activity and other evidence of nesting (e.g., mated pairs,
territorial defense, birds carrying nest material, transporting food). If active nests are located, or
other evidence of nesting is observed, appropriate protection measures, including establishment
of buffer areas and constraint periods, will be implemented until the young have fledged and
dispersed from the nest area. These measures will be implemented on a site-specific and
species-specific basis, in coordination with applicable state and federal agencies and the Lower
Brule Sioux Tribe, as needed.

e If construction is to occur during the breeding season for raptors (February 1 through
August 15), prior to construction activities, raptor breeding surveys will be conducted by a
qualified biologist through areas of suitable nesting habitat to identify any active nest sites within
0.5 mile (1.0 mile for bald eagles) from the project area. If applicable, appropriate protection
measures, including seasonal constraints and establishment of buffer areas will be implemented
at active nest sites until the young have fledged and have dispersed from the nest area. These
measures will be implemented on a site-specific and species-specific basis, in coordination with
applicable state and federal agencies and the LBST, as needed

e Standard measures to minimize avian collision risk with overhead transmission lines, as outlined
in Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines (Avian Power Line Interaction Committee [APLIC]
2012), will be examined and appropriate measures will be developed in coordination with
applicable state and federal agencies and the LBST, as needed

e Adequate raptor proofing designs, as described in Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on
Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006 (APLIC 2006), will be implemented on the structures
in coordination with applicable state and federal agencies and the LBST, as needed.

e Holes that are drilled or excavated for pole placement or foundation construction and left
unattended overnight will be marked and secured with temporary fencing and plywood covers to
reduce the potential for livestock and wildlife entering the holes and for public safety.

5. Threatened and Endangered Species

¢ In order to minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species, Basin Electric will
implement mitigation measures presented during the Section 7 consultation between RUS and
the USFWS. The USFWS concurred with the mitigation measures presented in the EA (Larson
2013; Appendix E).

6. Wetlands, Floodplains, and Water Quality

e A pre-construction wetland and waterbody survey will be conducted prior to construction to
determine the location and spatial extent of wetlands and waterbodies within the project area. All
features will be mapped using a Global Positioning System device to enable feature avoidance
and site-specific structure placement. In localized areas where detailed wetland mapping will be
required for appropriate structure placement to avoid wetland impacts, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers—approved three-parameter approach will be used to delineate wetland boundaries.

e A 100-foot buffer will be established adjacent to wetlands and streams, where practicable, to
prevent or minimize impacts to those ecosystems. Construction vehicles and equipment will not
traverse through wetlands and riparian areas, thereby avoiding direct impacts to these sensitive
areas.

e Transmission line structures will be sited so that streams and drainages are spanned and
remain undisturbed. Construction and maintenance access also will avoid these areas.
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Staging areas and refueling areas will not be located near surface waterbodies.

Areas that need to be cleared during construction will be revegetated with an approved native
seed mix as soon as technically feasible to minimize soil erosion and sediment runoff.

A Spill Prevention and Response Plan will be developed prior to the start of construction to
prevent the potential for spills of hazardous substances into streams and drainages, and
potential contamination of groundwater. The plan will include a procedure for storage of
hazardous materials and refueling of construction equipment outside of riparian zones, spill
containment and recovery plan, and notification and activation protocols.

Refueling of construction vehicles will occur at commercial fueling facilities and staging areas, if
on-site fuel storage is needed for refueling.

A SWPPP will be developed and implemented prior to initial construction activities. This Plan will
include an analysis of materials that will be utilized and site activities that could potentially impact
storm water and the associated mitigation measures to minimize that potential. Plan
implementation will include regular inspections of areas under construction, material storage and
laydown areas, and structural devices for storm water management. All construction personnel
will be trained and required to comply with Plan’s requirements and the maintenance of all
environmental protection measures. The SWPPP will be maintained until final stabilization of all
disturbed areas has been completed.

7. Cultural Resources and Native American Traditional Values

If any previously unknown cultural resources or human remains are discovered during project
construction, all work within 200 feet of the discovery that might adversely affect the cultural
resource or human remains will cease until the agencies, in consultation with the appropriate
parties, can evaluate the discovery. The agencies will be notified immediately (within 24 hours)
and will have a qualified professional archaeologist and tribal representative (if necessary) with
the proper expertise for the suspected resource type on-site as soon as possible. Construction
in the immediate vicinity of the discovery will not proceed until authorized by the agencies.

Basin Electric will ensure that all of their personnel, contractors, and subcontractors will not
engage in the illegal collection, damage, or vandalism of historic and prehistoric resources.

Basin Electric will retain a tribal monitor during construction activity.

8. Air Quality

Fugitive dust emissions generated as a result of surface disturbance activities and vehicle use of
access roads will be controlled by the periodic application of water, if necessary.

Vehicles and equipment will be properly maintained to avoid excessive emission of exhaust
gases due to poor engine adjustments.

The speed of vehicles traveling on unpaved roads will be limited, to the extent practicable, to
reduce the generation of fugitive dust.

Burning waste materials within the ROW will not be permitted and all waste materials will be
disposed of at permitted waste disposal areas or landfills.

9. Visual Resources

In order to minimize aesthetic impacts for motorists traveling on the Native American Scenic
byway (SH 47), junipers and other woody species would be planted in irregular patterns
between SH 47 and the Lower Brule Substation, in coordination with the Lower Brule Tribe.
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10. Transportation
e The transportation of materials and equipment will be conducted in accordance with
South Dakota Department of Transportation regulations.

e All necessary provisions will be made to conform to safety requirements for maintaining the flow
of public traffic. Construction operations will be conducted to offer the least possible obstruction
and inconvenience to public traffic.

e Public roads, section lines and existing trails will be used, to the extent practicable, to access the
proposed transmission line.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

T

DEPARTMENT OF TOQURISM

July 24, 2013

Mr. Kevin Solie

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Ave,
Bismarck ND 58503

INITIAL SECTION 106 PROJECT CONSULTATION
Project: 130621004F — Big Bend to Witten transmission linc
Loeation: Multiple Counties

(RUS)

Dear Mr. Solie:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project. On Junc 21, 2013,

we received the information regarding the proposed line placement in South Dakota for Basin
Electric Power Cooperative.

Given that there is no direct federal involvement in your project at this time, we can only make a
preliminary recommendation. Based on the information provided in your correspondence and the
report “A Class IIT Cultural Resources Survey and a Traditional Cultural Property Survey of the
Proposed Big Bend to Witten Transmission Line Corridor, Lyman and Tripp Counties, South
Dakota for Basin Electric Power Cooperative” by Brian L. Molyneaux, PhD and Florentine Blue
Thunder, and your additional information provided on July 18"‘, 2013, we would recommend a
determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” provided the following stipulations: 1) all
eligible and unevaluated sites are avoided by all construction activities 2) activitics occurring in

arcas not identified in your correspondence arc submitted to SHPO for further review and
comiment,

Please note this recommendation is limited to the areas identified in this request and does not
apply to any staging or material storage areas.

After the agency official has completed the Section 106 process if historic properties are
discovered or unanticipated effects on historic properties are found, the agency official shall
avoid, minimize or mitigate the adverse effects to such properties and notify the SHPQ and
Indian tribes that might attach religious and cultural significance to the affected property within
48 hours of the discovery, pursuant to 36 CFR part 800.13,

Consultation with the SHPO does not relicve the federal agency official from consulting with
other appropriate parties, as described in 36CFR Part 800.2(c).

00 GOVERNORS DR*PIERRE-SD 857501 o p {405« 773+ 3458} c{d405°773-8041}-HISTORY.SD.GOV
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM [ TOURLSM, 50, 60v)

e



Should you require any additional information, please contact Amy Rubingh, at (605) 773-8370.
We appreciate your concern for the non-renewable cultural heritage of our state.

Sincerely,

Jay D. Vogt
State Historic Preservation QOfficer

Amy Rubingh

Review and Compliance Archaeologist

CC: Deirdre Remley — deirdre.remley@wdc.usda.gov — USDA Rural Utilities Service
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RECEIVED
Scott Larson, Field Supervi or JUN 24203
U. S Fish and Wildlfe Servce
South Dakota Field Office U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERV!

420 S. Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
P erre, SD 57501-5408

Dear Mr Larson

The enclosed Biological Assessment (BA) i1s hereby ubm tted for consideration as informal
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildli e Service (Service) in accordance with Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.) for the Big Bend to
Witten 230-kV Transmi s on Project (Project) as proposed by Basin lectric Power Cooperativ
(Basin Electric). The BA addr sses ix ederally st d pecies and one federal candidat
specie which were identified by the U.S. FiI h and Wildl fe Servic (USFWS) a occurring

ith n or near the study area

Basin Electric is seeking financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) as well as an interconnec ion agreement from the U.S.
Department of Energy, Western Area Power Administration (Western). RUS s the lead agency
and Western is a cooperating agency. RUS is requesting written concurrence from the USFWS
on the determinations that have been reached for the proposed project. The following table
contains the species considered in the BA a well as the effects determination for each
species.

Potential
for
Occurrence | Preliminary
Statu in Project | Determinati
Species s Habitat Area on Rationale
Black-footed | E The species Potentalto | M y affect Endangered/
ferret inhabits praire dog | occur not ikely to | Non-essential
(Mustela colonies adversely Experimental
nigripes) affect Population (EXPN)
ATocht v ﬂh
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Potential
for
Occurrence | Preliminary
Statu in Project | Determinati
Species s Habitat Area on Rationale
Whooping E During migration, Potential to | May affect, | Appropriate
crane (Grus freshwater ocecur not likely to | conservation
Americana) marshes, wet adversely measures will be
prairies, shallow affect implemented to
portions of minimize potential
waterbodies, and impacts.
grain and stubble
fields are utilized for
foraging.
Interior least | E During migration, Potential to | May affect, | The species may be
tern (Stema shallow waters of occur not likely to | present at the
aftillarum ssp. rivers, streams, and adversely Missouri River,
athalassos) lakes are utilized for affect Appropriate
foraging. conservation
measures will be
implemented to
minimize potential
impacts,
Piping plover | T During migration, Potential to | May affect, | The species may be
(Charadrius shallow waters of occur not likely to | present at the
melodus) rivers, streams, and adversely Missouri River.
lakes are utilized for affect Appropriate
foraging. conservation
measures will be
implemented to
minimize potential
impacts.
American E The species Potential to | May affect, | The Project would
burying inhabits grassland occur not likely to | disturb a small
beetle and native prairie. adversely amount of potential
(Nicrophorus affect habitat in the
americanus) extreme northern

extent of the known
geographic range
for this species.
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A summary of proposed conservation measures, which will continue to be refined in
coordination with applicable state and federal agencies and the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe as
needed, includes:

Standard measures to minimize avian collision risk with overhead transmission lines, as
outlined in Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines (Avian Power Line Interaction
Committee [APLIC] 2012), will be examined and appropriate measures developed as
needed.

Adequate raptor proofing designs, as described in Suggested Practices for Avian
Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006 (APLIC 2006), will be
implemented on transmission structures.

Siting of Project components will be avoided within active prairie dog colonies, to the
extent practicable,

Anti-perch devices will be placed on transmission structures that occur in active prairie dog
colonies as determined through further coordination.

Although the USFWS has not recommended surveys for the black-footed ferret, surveys
will be completed if requested by the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe as additional information on
habitat quality and ferret population status becomes available.

Line marking according to APLIC guidelines in areas of suitable crane stopover habitat to
mitigate collision risk for migrating whooping cranes as discussed with the USFWS South
Dakota Ecological Services Office and the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe. This measure also
serves to mitigate collision risk for migrating and foraging interior least terns and piping
plovers.

Project staff will be trained to recognize whooping cranes, any sightings will be
immediately reported to the USFWS, South Dakota Field Office, and, if whooping cranes
were to be sighted during construction, activities will cease until the birds move away from
the Project ROW.

Existing native vegetation within the construction ROW will be preserved whenever
feasible.

Surface disturbance areas will be reclaimed using native species, as approved by the
county extension agency or landowners, and will be planted at the appropriate times in
order to re-establish native vegetative cover and minimize the potential for invasion by
non-native species.

Wetland and riparian communities will be spanned by the proposed transmission line,
thereby avoiding impacts to these ecosystems.

Erosion and sedimentation controls will be implemented to minimize indirect impacts to
wetlands and riparian areas.,

If herbicides are used to remove woody species that become established in the ROW and
pose a hazard to the transmission line, they will be used in an appropriate manner.
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e Mulch and seeds used forr -veget tion, erosion and sediment control will be certified
weed-free.

Implement additional m tigation me sures r sulting from Section 7 consultation b tween
Rural Utilities Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv ce.

Based on the information in the BA nd the conservat on measures that Basin Electric has
committed to, Basin Electric recommends an overall finding of may affect not likely to
adversely affect’ federally ! sted specie for the Project. If you agree, please provide u wth
documentation of your concurrence.

If you require further information, please contact Basin Electric’s Env ronmental Project
Manager, Kevin Solie at ksolie@bepc. om or 701.557.5495 or RUS’s Env ronmental Project
Manager, D irdre Remley at deirdre.rem! y@wdc.usda.gov or (202) 720-9640.

S ncerely,

KevinL. ole
Senior nvironmental Coordinator

Iser
nclosur

ce: Deirdre Remley, RUS
Rod O'Sullivan, Western

The U S F sh and Wildlife Service
concurs with your conc usion that the
descr bed project wil not adversely
affect | sted species Contact this
offce changes a e made or new
nformat on becomes available.

& a6 /3

ate SD Fie d Supervisor
USFWS
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Chairman Charles Murphy
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
PO Box D

Fort Yates, North Dakota 58538

Dear Mr. Murphy .

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is
congidering an application for financial assistance from Basin Electric Power Cooperative
(BEPC) to construct and operate a new 230-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in Lyman and Tripp .
Counties, South Dakota. The proposed Big Bend to Witten Transmission Line (Project) will
interconnect with the Western Area Power Administration (Western) transmission system in
order to meet existing and future electric power requirements in south central South Dakota,
including the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline. The proposed Project will transfer power from

. Western's transmission system at a new substation to be located hear Big Bend Dam, South
Dakota to the Rosebud Electric Cooperative Witten Substation near Witten, South Dakota. RUS
is considering fundlng this application, which would make it an undertaking subject to review
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f, and its
implementing regulations, “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR Part 800).

The proposed Project plans to construct the following components: (1) a 230-kV single circuit
transmission line predominately using steel single-pole self-supporting structures within a 125-
foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) approximately 70 miles long; (2) an addition to the existing Witten
Substation; and (3) a new substation, designated as the Lower Brule Substation. Located near

- the town of Witten, South Dakota, the Witten Substation is owned by Rosebud Electric
Cooperative. BEPC proposes to build and own the new addition to this substation. BEPC ‘
anticipates that other communication facility additions or enhancements will be necessary for
the Project, including radio towers and buildings at the substations; and other intermediate sites.

Western plans to build the new Lower Brule Substation near Big Bend Dam and approximately
two miles of double-circuit line to connect this new facility to the dam. Western has determined
that implementation of these proposed plans is an undertaking subject to review under 36 CFR
Part 800. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.2(a)(2), Western has designated RUS as the lead
Federal agency fulfilling their collective responsibilities under Section 1086.

The location of the proposed Project is described in the enclosed map. Approximately six miles
of the proposed transmission line as well as the Lower Brule substation will be located on the
Lower Brule Indian Reservation. The remainder of the proposed Project is located within the
historic homeland of the Lowér Brule Sioux and the Rosebud Sioux Tribes. Accordingly, BEPC,
using aerial imagery and topographic maps, has worked closely with these tribes to develop the
Project corridor and route alternatives shown on the enclosed map.




RUS is inviting the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe to participate in government-to-government
consultation for this undertaking. Please advise RUS of your decision by May 13, 2011. RUS
has submitted more detailed project documentation to Waste’Win young.

RUS appreciates your attention to this matter. Pursuant to its regulations at 7 CFR Part 1794
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act, RUS will be hosting Scoping meetings for
this project in South Dakota on April 26-27, 2011. More detailed information about these
meetings is enclosed if you would like to attend.

Should you have any. questlons or require additional information, please contact Mr. Rlchard
Fristik, Senior Environmental Protection Specialist, at 202-720-5093 or via email at
Richard.Fristik@wdc.usda.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark S, Plank

MARK.S. PLANK

Director

Engineering and Environmental Staff
Water and Environmental Programs

Enclosures

Cc: EES file EES RFristik EES MPlank EES LDean
Rod O'Sullivan, Environmental Protection Specialist

Western Area Power Administration, Corporate Services Office

12115 W. Alameda Parkway

P.O. Box 281213

L akewood, CO 80228-8213

Kevin L. Solie, Senior Environmental Analyst
Basin Electric Power Cooperative

1717 East Interstate Ave

Bismarck, North Dakota 58503

Jon Alstad, Senior Project Manager
Environment

AECOM

1601 Prospect Parkway

Fort Collins, CO 80525

Stephen Tromly, Archeologist

“ Western Area Power Administration, Corporate Services Office
12165 W. Alameda Parkway

P.O. Box 281213 .

L akewood, CO 80228-8213




Jeff Irwin .

Archaeologist, Upper Great Plains
Western Area Power Administration
P.O. Box 1173

Bismarck ND 58502

Draft: EES RFristisk, (202) 720-5098, 4/12/11; final: mw 4/21/11
Recall: sS\WEP\RFristik\Big Bend to Witten 2 THPOS ltr 4-12-11.docx




Tribal Leaders Distribution List

Chairman Kevin Keckler
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
PO Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Chairman Duane Big Eagle
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe
PO Box 50

Fort Thompson, SD 57339

President John Yellow Bird Steele

Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Reservation
PO Box 2070

Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Chairwoman Rebecca White
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
PO Box 288

Niobara, NE 68760

Chairman Douglas Rhodd
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma
20 White Eagle Drive
Ponca City, OK 74601

Chairman Roger Trudell
Santee Sioux Nation

108 Spirit Lake Avenue West
Niobara, NE 68760-7219

Chairman Charles Murphy
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
PO Box D

Fort Yates, ND 58538

Chairman Michael B. Jandreau
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

187 Oyate circle

Lower Brule, SD 57548

President Rodney M. Bordeaux
Rosebud Sioux Tribe

PO Box 430

Rosebud, SD 57570
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Clair Green, Director .

Cultural Resource Office

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

187 Oyate Circle ' :
Lower Brule, South Dakota 57548

Dear Mrs. Green:

* As you know, the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an agency of the U.S. Départment of
Agriculture, is considering an application for financial assistance from Basin Electric F’Qwer
Cooperative (BEPC) to construct and operate a néw 230-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in
Lyman and Tripp Counties, South Dakota. The proposed Big-Benid to Witteh Transmission Line
(Project) will interconnect with the Western Area Power Administration (Western) transmission
system-in order to meet existing and future electric power requirements in south ceritral South
Dakota, including the proposed Keystone XL P’ipelinef The proposed Project will transfer power
from Western's transmission system, at a new substation to be located near Big Bend Dam,
South Dakota to the Rosebud Electric:Cooperative Witten Substation near Witten, South
Dakota." ' : ' : ‘ '

The proposed Project plans to construct the following components: (1) a 230-kV single circuit
transmission line predominately using steel single-pole ,se]f—.supporti'ng sfrqctUres within a 125-
foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) approximately 70 miles long; (2) an addition to the existing Witten
Substation; and.(3) a new substation o be built by Western, 'des‘ignvated as the Lower Brule ‘
Substation. BEPC .anticipates that other communication facility additions or enhanbements will
be necessary for the Project, including radio towers and buildings at the substations and one or
two intermediate sites. | ' ‘ S

Ap'broxinﬁately six miles of the proposed'transﬁqissidn line as well as the new L'ower Brule
substation will be located on the Lower Brule Indian Reservation. Furtherm‘ore; the remainder

of the proposed Project will be located on'lands considered to be the historic homeland of the
Lower Brule Sioux and the Rosebud Sioux Tribes. e o :

Both-RUS and Western have respensibilities to conduct review for the referenced proposal
under Section 106 of the National Historic Presetvation Act (NHPA), 16 U.S.C. § 470f, and its
implementing regulations, “Prétection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR Part 800). In order to
streamline this review, Western has designated RUS as the lead Federal agency fulfilling their

collective responsibilities undér Secfion 106 in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.2(a)(2),.




o

Mrs. Clair Green

Through early coordination, consultations, meetings over the past year, and the assistance of
both Tribes, BEPC was able to develop a Project corridor and route alternatives, as shown on
the enclosed map, that are more likely to avoid or minimize impacts to the cultural resources
important to your tribe. Now that RUS is taking the lead on this proposed project, the intent of
this letter js to formalize the government to government consultation requirements under the
National Environmental Policy Act and NHPA Section 106 process. RUS, Western and BEPC
will continue to work closely with you as the enwronmental assessment and review under
Sectlon 106 proceeds

As discussed at an earlier meeting, public scoping meetings are being planned for two
communities (Reliance and Winner) along the route of this proposed project. The public
scoping meetings have been scheduled for April 26 and 27, 2011. It was agreed that we would
have a tribal meeting during that timeframe, however due to conflicting meetings we would like
to plan a consultation meeting for the week of June 6, 2011. Please let us know which day that
week would be best for you. For your information, you will find enclosed detailed information
about the upcoming scoping meetings to be held on April 26 and 27; 2011. Also enclosed is the
letter sent to other tribes should they want to participate in this consultation.

RUS looks forward to working closely with you, Should you have any questions or require
additional mformatlon and to let us know which date in June is best for you, please contact Mr.
Richard Fristik, Senior Environmental Protection Specialist, at (202) 720-5093 or via email at
Richard.Fristik@wdc.usda.gov.

Sincerely,

. Mark 8. Plank

MARK S. PLANK

Director ,
Engineering and Environmental Staff
Water and Environmental Programs

Enclosures (map, scoping riotice, letter to other tribes) -

Cc: EES file - EES RFristik - EES MPlank




Rod O'Sullivan, Environmental Protection Specialist
Western Area Power Administration, Corporate Services Office
12115 W. Alameda Parkway
P.O. Box 281213
Lakewood, CO 80228-8213

Kevin L. Solie -

Senior Environmental Analyst
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
1717 East Interstate Ave
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503

Jon Alstad, Senior Project Manager
Environment :
AECOM

1601 Prospect Parkway

Fort Collins, CO 80525

Stephen Tromly, Archeologist

Western Area Power Administration, Corporate Services Office
. 12155 W. Alameda Parkway

P.O. Box 281213 .

Lakewood, CO 80228-8213

David Kluth, Regional Preservation Officer
Western Area Power Administration

South Dakota Maintenance Office

200 4th Street SW

Huron, South Dakota 57350-2474

" Draft: EES RFristisk, (202)'7'20-5093,4/1 8/11; final: mw 4/18/11
- Recall: s\WEP\RFristik\Big Bend to Witten 2 THPOS Itr 4-12-11.docx




THPO Distribution List

Mr. Dana Q. Dupris,

Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Preservation Office
PO Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Wanda Wells

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe

PO Box 50

Fort Thompson, SD 57339

Wilmer Mesteth

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Oglala Sioux Tribe

PO Box 320

Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Gary Robinette

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska

PO Box 288

Niobara, NE 68760

Paula Mendoza

Tribal Council Secretary/Treasurer
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma

20 White Eagle Drive

Ponca city, OK 74601

Franky Jackson

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Santee Sioux Nation

108 Spirit Lake Avenue West
Niobara, NE 68760

Waste’'Win Young

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe

PO Box D

Fort Yates, ND 58538

Clair Green

Director, Cultural Resources Office
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

187 Oyate Circle

Lower Brule, SD 57548




Russell Eagle Bear

Rosebud Sioux Tribe of Indians
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
PO Box 809

Rosebud, SD 57570
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