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What is NEPA? 
 
 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

  
 Law requires Federal agencies to consider impacts of 

its actions on the human environment 
 
 Law applies to projects that involve federal funding, 

work performed by the federal government, or permits 
issued by a federal agency 
 

 Compliance process with procedural requirements 
implemented prior to decision and action 
 



What does NEPA do? 
 

 Informs decision-making based on environmental 
consequences and supports actions that protect, 
restore, and enhance the environment 
 

 Requires federal agencies to analyze potential impacts 
on social, economic, and physical environment 
 

 Creates an interagency framework to foster 
cooperation and coordination of federal actions 
 

 Facilitates public participation in agency planning and 
decision-making before actions are taken 
 

 Requires mitigation of adverse environmental effects 
which cannot be avoided  
 



What are the 3 Levels of NEPA Analysis? 
 Categorical Exclusion (CX) 

a class of actions that the agency has 
determined does not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the 
quality of the human environment  

 Environmental Assessment (EA)  
determines whether the proposed action will 
significantly affect the quality of the human 
environment and evaluates alternative means 
to achieve the agency's objectives     

 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
a more detailed analysis of the impacts of a 
federal action and its alternatives and is 
prepared only on what appear to be major 
Federal actions significantly impacting the 
quality of the human environment 



What are the Major Steps? 

 Define the proposed action 
 

 Determine purpose and need of the proposed 
action 

 
 Develop scope of issues to be considered 

 
 Identify other environmental legal authorities 

 
 Develop alternatives and no action alternative 

 
 Analyze affected environment and the 

consequences of proposed or alternative actions 
  



How Can the Public Influence NEPA 
Decision-Making? 

 Participate in the scoping process 
 

 Participate in public meetings  
 

 Review and submit comments on NEPA documents 

 



Where Can I Get More Information? 
 U.S. Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)  

Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions 
of NEPA 40 CFR 1500 – 1508 
 

 Department of Energy - Office of NEPA Policy and 
Compliance  
DOE NEPA Implementing Procedures 10 CFR 1021 
www.energy.gov/nepa\council-environmental-quality  
 

 A Citizens Guide to NEPA-Having Your Voice Heard 
www.energy.gov/nepa/downloads/citizens-guide  

 

 

 




