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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

September 9, 2013

President Thomas Maulson

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambe
PO Box 67

603 Peace Pipe Rd.

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538

RE: United States Department of Energy Early Tribal Outreach regarding Minnesota Power’s Great
Northern Transmission Line

Dear Honorable Leader,

The United States Department of Energy (the Department), in an effort to begin early government-
to-government outreach and coordination with tribes that may be potentially affected by
Minnesota Power’s proposed Great Northern Transmission Line project, invites you to attend an
upcoming outreach meeting scheduled for September 17, 2013 at the Sevens Clans Casino in Red
Lake, Minnesota.

The Great Northern Transmission Line project is proposed by Minnesota Power to consist of two
transmission lines: (1) a 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota's Iron
Range; and (2) a 345 kV double circuit transmission line from the Iron Range to near Duluth,
Minnesota. While the Department is aware that Minnesota Power is currently moving forward with
the routing, siting, and permitting process for the 500 kV line, it has not received an application
requesting the issuance of a Presidential permit to allow the proposed project to cross the United
States-Canadian international border. As such, the Department does not currently have a “federal
undertaking” under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR §800.16(y)), and
is therefore not initiating formal Section 106 consultation activities (under 36 CFR §800.3) with any
potential consulting party, including Tribes, at this time. Information about the proposed
transmission line can be found at: www.mnpower.com.

Rather, the Department is exercising it authorities under Executive Order 13175 to coordinate early
with Indian Tribes to foster true government-to-government relations with Indian tribes as early as
possible in project development, and under Section 216(h) of the Federal Power Act to lead and
coordinate interagency review and permitting efforts related to siting transmission line projects.

As a part of this effort Department staff will be attending public open houses held by Minnesota
Power at various locations throughout the proposed project area (see attached map provided to the
Department by Minnesota Power). This will allow the Department to hear firsthand important
input from tribes, landowners, stakeholders, and interested members of the public about the
proposed project; information to be considered by Minnesota Power in the company’s selection of
routes to be considered for the state and Federal permitting processes.

The Department would more importantly like to use this authority and effort to invite you to come,
meet and speak informally with our staff about your Tribe’s thoughts or concerns about the
proposed Great Northern Transmission Line project and the company’s route selection process.
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Department 216(h) Coordination Lead, Julie Ann Smith, will be in the proposed project area and
will be available to meet with you on Tuesday, September 17, 2013, at the following location and
time:

Seven Clans Casino
10200 Minnesota Hwy 89
Red Lake, MN 56671
12 noon - 3pm

Please do not hesitate to contact, Julie Ann Smith, at juliea.smith@hg.doe.gov or 202-586-7668
should you have any questions about this early Tribal outreach and coordination effort for the
proposed Great Northern Transmission Line project.

We look forward to meeting with you soon on this matter.

Respectfully,

Lamont Jackson

Tribal Liaison

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Efficiency
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

A.T. Rusty Stafne

Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation
501 Medicine Bear Road

PO Box 1027

Poplar, MT 59255

Dear Chairperson Stafne:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
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use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise
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DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4" Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Darrell "Curley" Youpee

Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation
501 Medicine Bear Road

PO Box 1027

Poplar, MT 59255

Dear Mr. Youpee:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
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use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise
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DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4" Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:

GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Edith Leoso

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad Ri
PO Box 39

Odanah, W1 54861

Dear Ms. Leoso:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Michael Wiggins, Jr.

Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad Ri
Chief Blackird Center, 72682 Maple Street

Odanah, W1 54861

Dear Chairperson Wiggins, Jr.:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Bill Latady

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Indians
1500 Bois Forte Road

Tower, MN 55790

Dear Mr. Latady:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Kevin Leecy

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Indians
5344 Lakeshore Drive

PO Box 16

Nett Lake, MN 55772

Dear Chairperson Leecy:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
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use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise
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DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4" Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:

GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Dave Larson

Bois Forte Tribal Government-Nett Lake
2364 Indian Service Road 9

Nett Lake, MN 55772

Dear Mr. Larson:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Kevin Keckler

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
2001 N. Main Street

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Dear Chairperson Keckler:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential

A-25



permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Steve Vance

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
PO Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Dear Mr. Vance:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Brandon Sazue, Sr.

Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation
100 Drifting Goose Street

Fort Thompson, SD 57339

Dear Chairperson Sazue, Sr.:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Anthony Reider

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe of South Dakota
603 West Broad Avenue

Flandreau, SD 57028

Dear President Reider:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

James B. Weston

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe of South Dakota
PO Box 285

Flandreau, SD 57028

Dear Mr. Weston:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, as well as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990.

We would very much like to hear from you about any concerns or issues you may have regarding
the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project, and any information you could share
with us regarding possible cultural resource concerns. Of particular interest would be mitigation
measures you would propose for construction projects that could affect cultural properties that
you consider important. If available, we would welcome information on the location and
importance of archaeological sites, historic structures, and any traditional cultural properties or
other localities of interest to you that are known to occur in the proposed project area. Please
respond within 30 days of receipt of this letter to ensure DOE can promptly begin to address
your comments or concerns and to facilitate the consultation process.

The Department would also like to extend an invitation to you to meet with DOE senior staff in
person on two dates in the month of July in order to formally initiate government-to-government
consultations between the Department and your tribe regarding this federal undertaking. We
have made the following arrangements for two tribal-only consultation meetings within the
proposed GNTL Project area expressly for this purpose:

e Tuesday, July 15, 2014; Seven Clans Red Lake Casino, 10200 Hwy. 89,
Red Lake, MN, 56671; 12:00 pm;

e Tuesday, July 22, 2014; White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4™ Avenue NW, Deer
River, MN, 56636; 12:00 pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you, or your staff, have any questions or concerns about
the project, the EIS, or the above proposed tribal consultation meetings. The primary point of
contact for this effort is me, Julie Ann Smith, Federal Document Manager. | may be reached at
202-586-7668, or by email at juliea.smith@hqg.doe.gov. We look forward to consulting with you
in this review effort.

Sincerely,
Julie Ann Smith, PhD
Federal Document Manager

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy
Reliability

Enclosed:
GNTL Notice of Intent
GNTL Alternatives Map with Tribal lands
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 27, 2014

RE: Great Northern Transmission Line Project Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE/EIS-0499) — Tribal Consultation

Sean Copeland

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
1720 Big Lake Road

Cloquet, MN 55720

Dear Mr. Copeland:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR Part 800,
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE or the Department) is initiating the consultation process on
a proposed undertaking to determine any potential adverse effects on Tribal properties of
traditional religious and cultural significance. DOE is meeting its obligations under the NHPA
concurrently with the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. As a part of its NEPA analysis, DOE is
conducting public scoping for this proposed project. A copy of the Department’s Notice of
Intent for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project EIS (79 FR 36493; July 27, 2014)
(GNTL EIS) containing information specific to the public scoping meetings is included with this
letter.

DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) is responding to Minnesota
Power’s application for a Presidential permit for the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line
(GNTL) Project on April 15, 2014. Executive Order (E.O.) 10485, as amended by E.0.12038,
requires that a Presidential permit be issued by DOE before electric transmission facilities may
be constructed, operated, maintained, or connected at the U.S. international border. The
potential issuance of a Presidential permit for the proposed GNTL Project would authorize
Minnesota Power to construct an approximately 220-mile, overhead, single-circuit 500 kV
alternating current (AC) transmission line across the U.S.-Canadian border.

The proposed GNTL Project would cross the international border between the Province of
Manitoba and the State of Minnesota, northwest of Roseau, Minnesota, and would terminate at
the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation near Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The proposed
transmission line would be located on all new right-of-way that would be approximately 200-feet
wide. Steel lattice tower structure types and configurations would be considered for the
proposed GNTL Project with approximately 4 to 5 structures per mile of transmission line with
towers spaced roughly 1,000 to 1,450 feet apart, with shorter or longer spans as necessary. The
type of structure in any given section of transmission line would be dependent on land type, land
use, and potential effect on the surrounding landscape, and would typically range in height from
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approximately 100 feet above ground to approximately 150 feet above ground. The proposed
GNTL Project also includes associated substation facilities and transmission system
modifications at the Blackberry Substation site, and construction of a new 500 kV Series
Compensation Station (a structure which will house the 500 kV series capacitor banks necessary
for reliable operation and performance of the proposed transmission line). A new Blackberry
500 kV Substation would be required for the proposed Project and would be constructed adjacent
to and east of the existing Blackberry 230/115 kV Substation.

Minnesota Power has proposed two alternative routes, with one route segment variation
identified for each alternative route, which they identify as the “Blue Route,” the “Orange
Route,” the “Segment C2,” and the “Segment J2,” respectively. The enclosed map shows the
alternative routes, route segments, and the locations of nearby tribal lands. As proposed, neither
route alternatives nor alternative route segments would cross tribal reservation lands; however,
each route could have the potential to effect cultural resources of significance to your tribe.

The Minnesota Power application, including associated maps and drawings, can be viewed and
downloaded in its entirety from the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
program Web site at: http://energy.gov/oe/downloads/application-presidential-permit-oe-docket-
no-pp-398-great-northern-transmission-line. Scroll down to docket number PP-398 on this page
to access this information. Information specific to cultural resources that was provided to the
Department as part of the Minnesota Power application can be found in “Appendix G — Cultural
Resource Report” of the application.

The Department is preparing the GNTL EIS in accordance with the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the DOE NEPA
implementing regulations (10 CFR Part 1021), with the Army Corps of Engineers - St. Paul
District (Department of the Defense), as cooperating agency. The EIS will be a joint Federal-
State document with Minnesota Department of Commerce acting as state co-lead.

The EIS will describe all potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and will
identify possible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those impacts. The EIS will
describe the potentially affected environment and the impacts that could result to:

Land Use and Recreation

Visual Resources

Water Use and Water Quality

Surface Water Features including Rivers, Floodplains, and Wetlands
Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation, including protected Critical Habitat
Socioeconomics

Historic and Cultural Resources

Soils and Mineral Resources

Human Health and Safety

Air Quality

Construction-related Impacts, including Road Clearing, Traffic, and Noise

DOE has also determined that its response to Minnesota Power’s application for the Presidential
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permit is a “federal undertaking” under the Section 106 of the NHPA, and is inviting you to
participate as a consulting party in this process by providing information to aid in the preparation
of the EIS and to meet DOE’s