
~ 3000 El Camino Real

I~IATIIRAL GAS AND WIND ENERGY S Palo Alto Square, Suite 7UU

R O Y A L T Y P A k T N E k S H I P S Palo Alto, LA 94306-2122

650.324.9095 650.324.9098 (fax)

Attn: Patricia Hoffman
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability

Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Ms. Hoffman:

I am writing to provide information about the need for additional transmission

infrastructure to bring lowest-cost, zero emissions energy to the Southern United States.

In particular, I am writing to provide information about MAP Royalty, Inc.'s recent

discussions with load-serving entities in the South and Southeast about power purchases

agreements for renewable energy delivered across the Plains &Eastern Clean Line.

MAP Royalty, Inc. is one of the oldest and most successful private energy

investors in the US, with 24 years of experience and ~$2 billion in committed capital.

MAP annually invests $150 MM in natural gas and wind energy on behalf of

endowments, foundations, and individual investors. Over the past... 10 years, MAP has

funded the development of more than 3,500 MW of operating projects. By the end of

2015, MAP's wind investments will represent over 7,000 MW of operating wind assets,

all within the United States.

We are now developing the Firewheel Wind Energy Complex, which could

become the largest wind farm in the world. Firewheel is our 2,500 — 3,000 MW wind

development located in the Oklahoma and Texas panhandles. Firewheel will directly

interconnect into the Plains & Eastern's direct current converter station near Hitchland,

Texas. Development of the Firewheel site is advanced. We have already signed wind

agreements for roughly 170,000 acres and have 20 meteorological towers that have been

measuring the wind for 4+ years. Environmental and geotechnical reviews are also

underway, all to ensure Firewheel can achieve commercial operations concurrent with the

Plains & Eastern's targeted in service date: Q4 2018.

Firewhee~ has made multiple formal proposals to utilities and co-ops across the

South and Southeast to provide firm energy delivery across the Plains &Eastern Clean

Line and currently is in active discussions or RFP processes with the goal of completing

and executing power purchase agreements by the end of Q3 2015. All proposals have

included the financial terms, conditions, and contract tenors necessary to finance, build,

and operate Firewheel productively and reliably. We've received substantial interest from

offtakers mostly because Firewheel can deliver lowest-cost energy that will save

ratepayers money. While these 'discussions are confidential, there are also public

indications of this interest. TVA is analyzing Wind via HVDC as a resource option in

their ongoing Integrated Resource Planning process. In November, Georgia Power

announced a Request for Information (RFI) for "wind energy products in the marketplace

that could provide benefits to our customers." The RFI form specifically asks for details

on the type of transmission service needed to deliver wind energy. The Plains &Eastern
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Project is essential for Firewheel to deliver large amounts of wind energy to the

Southeast.

The Plains &Eastern Clean Line represents an opportunity for wind developers,

like us, to serve Southern and Southeastern utilities with lowest-cost energy that they

would otherwise not have access to. The Southern Plains is one of the windiest parts of

the nation, yet cannot reach its full potential due to a lack of transmission infrastructure to

effectively carry this energy to major load centers. Wind developers have to settle for less

windy project sites that have adequate transmission capacity. Moreover, these less windy

areas see significant wind development, leading to congestion on the AC transmission

grid system and eventually causing increases in curtailment. In general, securing

transmission rights to hedge against this congestion is difficult and is only ashort-term

solution. The Plains and Eastern Clean Line solves these problems, connecting the

windiest region directly to large and growing demand centers with price certainty, firm

transmission, and without congestion.

We greatly appreciate your consideration of the Plains and Eastern project under

the Section 1222 program. With the Plains &Eastern line in place, Firewheel can deliver

i awatts of zero-emissions, lowest-cost power to the South and Southeast benefitinggg
millions of American citizens.

Sincerely,

a~

Aaron Zubaty
Senior Vice President
MAP Royalty., Inc.







 

 
 
 
December 15, 2014 
 
Ms. Patricia Hoffman 
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability 
Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman: 
 
I am writing to provide information about the need for additional transmission 
infrastructure to bring low-cost wind energy to the Southeastern United States. In 
particular, I am writing to provide information about Energy for Generation’s recent 
discussions with Southeastern load-serving entities about power purchases agreements 
for wind energy delivered by the Plains & Eastern Clean Line.  
 
The Energy for Generations team has been active in wind energy development across 
the Great Plains since 1998 and is very familiar with the robust wind resource and 
friendly permitting environment. Landowners, residents and local governments in the 
area are very supportive of wind development efforts and are eager to see more projects 
established to take advantage of the tremendous wind resources found there. 
 
The Plains & Eastern Clean Line represents an opportunity for wind developers, like us, 
to serve Southeastern utilities with low-cost wind energy that they would otherwise not 
have access to. The Oklahoma Panhandle region is one of the windiest parts of the 
nation, yet cannot reach its full potential due to a lack of transmission infrastructure to 
effectively carry this energy to major load centers. Wind developers have to settle for 
less windy project sites that have adequate transmission capacity. Moreover, these less 
windy areas see significant wind development, leading to congestion on the AC 
transmission grid system and eventually causing increases in curtailment. In general, 
securing transmission rights to hedge against this congestion is difficult and is only a 
short-term solution. The Plains and Eastern Clean Line solves many of these problems, 
connecting the windiest region directly to large demand centers like TVA with price 
certainty, firm transmission, and without congestion. 
 
We’ve seen substantial interest from Southeastern load-serving entities for low-cost wind 
energy delivered via the Plains & Eastern Clean Line. Energy for Generations team 
members previously led the development of a ground-breaking wind project that 
exported low-cost energy from Kansas to Missouri, so we’re very familiar with the 
possibilities. We are actively marketing and have provided proposals to numerous 
utilities across the Southeast, including investor-owned utilities, federal agencies and 
municipal cooperatives. We are able to offer renewable energy, delivered across the 
Plains & Eastern Clean Line on a fixed-price basis for 25 years, at a cost lower than 
conventionally generated power.  



 

While these discussions are confidential, there are also public indications of this interest. 
TVA is analyzing Wind via HVDC as a resource option in their ongoing Integrated 
Resource Planning process. In November, Georgia Power announced a Request for 
Information (RFI) for “wind energy products in the marketplace that could provide 
benefits to our customers.” The RFI form specifically asks for details on the transmission 
service needed to deliver wind energy. The Plains & Eastern Project is necessary for 
Energy for Generations to deliver large amounts of wind energy to the Southeast. 
 
We greatly appreciate your consideration of the Plains and Eastern project under the 
Section 1222 program. This project will unlock new and significant wind farm 
development in the Oklahoma Panhandle and will supply clean, low-cost energy to 
millions of customers in the Southeastern United States. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Jeff Schlichting   
Development Team Leader   
415-927-2323     
Jeff@SustainableLegacy.com 
 
 
cc: Mr. Garland P. Ferrell – Energy for Generations,  
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Attn: Patricia Hoffman 
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability 
Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

Dear Ms. Hoffman: 

I am writing to provide information about the need for additional transmission infrastructure to bring 
lowcost wind energy to the Southeastern United States. In particular, I am writing to provide information 
about Pioneer Green Energy, LLC’s (“Pioneer Green’s”) recent discussions with Southeastern loadserving 
entities about power purchases agreements for wind energy delivered by the Plains & Eastern Clean Line. 

Pioneer Green has recently completed development of over 800 MW of wind generation assets in Texas 
including more than 250 MW in the Panhandle (Resource Area) that achieved COD in 2014.  Pioneer Green has 
additional wind development underway in the Resource Area and we look to Plains & Eastern Clean Line as the 
path to serving customer demand we have identified in the Southeast. 

The Plains & Eastern Clean Line represents an opportunity for wind developers, like us, to serve 
Southeastern utilities with lowcost wind energy that they would otherwise not have access to. The 
Oklahoma Panhandle region is one of the windiest parts of the nation, yet cannot reach its full potential due to 
a lack of transmission infrastructure to effectively carry this energy to major load centers. Wind developers 
have to settle for less windy project sites that have adequate transmission capacity. Moreover, these less windy 
areas see significant wind development, leading to congestion on the AC transmission grid system and 
eventually causing increases in curtailment. In general, securing transmission rights to hedge against this 
congestion is difficult and is only a shortterm solution. The Plains and Eastern Clean Line solves many of these 
problems, connecting the windiest region directly to large demand centers like TVA with price certainty, firm 
transmission, and without congestion. 

We’ve seen substantial interest from Southeastern loadserving entities for lowcost wind energy 
delivered via the Plains & Eastern Clean Line. Pioneer Green’s founders have developed wind projects in the 
Southeastern United States since 2001.  Our transactions with TVA and our detailed discussions with other load-
serving entities in the Southeast has impressed upon us the latent demand for competitive renewable energy they 
possess. We are actively marketing and have provided proposals to numerous utilities. We have offered 
renewable energy under fixed-price, long-term contracts to TVA, Alabama Power and National Renewable 
Cooperative Organization. While these discussions are confidential, there are also public indications of this 
interest. TVA is analyzing Wind via HVDC as a resource option in their ongoing Integrated Resource Planning 
process. In November, Georgia Power announced a Request for Information (RFI) for “wind energy products 
in the marketplace that could provide benefits to our customers.” The RFI form specifically asks for details on 
the type of transmission service needed to deliver wind energy. The Plains & Eastern Project is necessary for 
Pioneer Green to deliver large amounts of wind energy to the Southeast. 

We greatly appreciate your consideration of the Plains and Eastern project under the Section 1222 
program. This project will unlock new and significant wind farm development in the Oklahoma Panhandle and 
will supply clean, lowcost energy to millions of customers in the Southeastern United States. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Andy Bowman 
President 
Pioneer Green Energy, LLC 



 











Letter from EDF is attached as a Confidential Appendix 2-B 
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