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MEMORANDUM FOR: Secretary Ernest J. Moniz 
 

FROM: John Deutch  
 Chair, Secretary of Energy Advisory Board 
 
DATE: December 9, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: SEAB Endorsement of Office of Science Working Group 
 
 
The Office of Science, at the suggestion of the SEAB Task Force on DOE National Laboratories 
and the full SEAB, has established a working group to study potential modifications to M&O 
contracts for the single purpose DOE laboratories, which the Office of Science oversees.  
 
A thorough review, as detailed in the working group’s terms of reference (attached for your 
convenience) to identify burdensome requirements that may not be necessary for responsible 
government oversight will be most informative.  The working group’s recommendation to 
determine “whether it is feasible and desirable to do an experiment at a [or several] single-
program Office of Science laboratory with a simplified contractual arrangement, and provide the 
outline of a recommended experiment, if any” is exactly what is needed. 
 
The Task Force hopes that this Office of Science review will be completed in four months. 
  
The Task Force has recommended to SEAB that we write to you to underscore the importance 
the Task Force places on this study effort, the board has agreed, and instructed me to convey our 
support and interest in this effort.   
 
A copy of the Working Group’s terms of reference is attached for your information.  
 
   
Cc:  Patricia Dehmer, Office of Science 
 SEAB National Lab Task Force members  
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