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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

. ON PARTICIPATION IN AND SUPPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF mE 
INTERNATIONAL CHORNOBYL CENTER ON NUCLWP S A F m ,  WDlOACTNk 

WASTE AND RADIOECOLOGY 

The Governments of the United States and Ukraine, 

proceeding with the goal of consolidating and coordinating methodological, 
technical and 'ri~iancial assistanco to Ukraine in the area of nuclear and 
environmental safety, 

welcoming the growing possibilities for establishing close cooperation and business 
ties between scientists and research centers and laboratories in other countries, 

taking into consideration the presence in Ukraine of the unique conditions and 
facilities within the exclusion zone following the accident at the Chornobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant (ChNPP) and willing to create an effective organizational mclchanism 
that would facilitate their broad utilization by the international scientific communrty, 

realizing that the destroyed fourth reactor at the ChNPP and the contaminated 
zone continue to constitut~ a threat to the life. health and environment of both 
Ukraine and other countries, 

realizing that the creation of a mechanism that would consolidate and 
coordinate the world's scientific and technological potential would help sobe 
the complex problems of decommissioning the ChNPP, making the 
destroyed reactor environmentally safe, and help mitigate the ecological and 
radiological consequences of the Chornobyl disaster, 

reaffirming the need to establish a scientifically-based general system of nuclear 
safety in Ukraine and accepting the constructive role of international cooperation 
in this area, 

as well as taking into consideration the appeal by the Government of Ukraine 
to the governments of the world and their responses concerning the creation 
and support of the activities of an International Research Center, 

state their imentlons as follows: 
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The Governments of the United States and Ukraine intend to participate in the 
International Chomobyl Center on Nuclear Safety, Radioactive Waste and 
Radioecology in Ukraine (the Center) and to suppon its activitias. 

The Governmem of rhe Unaed States and Ukraine understand that the Center will 
~e a vehicle tor collaboration in scientific snd technological research and 
development in the following areas: 

- assessment and enhancement af safety levels at nuclear facilities; 
- decontamination and decommissioning of nuclear facilities; 
- radioactbe waste and spent fuel management: - rehabilitation of the contaminated environment; 
- management and transformation of post-accident nuclear installations into 

an environmentally safe condition; 
- conduct of msdlcal, biological and radiological ,research; 
- mitigation of the ecological and radiological consequences of the 

Chornobyl disaster; and 
- development and improvement of emergency procedures. 

A more detaiied description of the Center is contained in the 'Provisions 
Describing the International Chornobyl Center o n  Nuclear Safety, Radioactive 
Waste and Radioecology," which is an attachment to this Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). 

The Governments of the- United States and Ukraine will be represented on the 
Center's Council of Foirnders. They intend, within two months after signing this 
MOU, to designate appropriate organizations from their respective countries to 
represent their interests at the Center as Founding Members. 

The Governments of the United States and Ukraine will independently determine 
the amount of their financial support for the Center and the extent of their 
participation. Such support may be in the form of annual fees, entrance fees, 
targeted financing for specific projects, or cbntributions of in-kind resources. 



The Govamrnsnts of the United States and Ukraine intend to support the Center, 
subject to the availability of funds, personnel and other resources, for the duratlon 
of their participation in the Center's activities. 

This MOU and attached "Provisions ..." may be amended subject to the approval of 
the the  Governments of the United States and Ukraine, 

Intellectual property rights will be addressed in project or membership agreements. 

If tho Government of the United States or Ukraine wishes to secede from the 
Center the seceding government should first consult with the other 

Article 9 

Participation in the Center is open to any national government which provides 
substantial support to the Center's activities. Any such government may be invited 
by the Government of Ukraine to establish any arrangement or agreement for this 
purpose. 

Signed in Kiev, Ukraine, on April 26, 1996. Tho English and Ukrainian toxts of 
this MOU are equally authentic. 

For the Government of the United States: For the Government of Ukraine: 
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PRO VfSf ONS 

Describing The /nternationa/ Chornobyl Center On Nudear Safery, 
Radioactive Waste And Rad/'oeco/og y 

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISlONS 

s r a r u ~ .  The International Chornobyl Center On Nuclear Safety, Radioactive 
Waste and Radloecology (hereafter the Center] is created in accordance with 
the Directive of t he  President of Ukralne of Apr l l  1995 and the concept 
approved by a resolution by Che Government of Ukraine of July 1995, as well as 
the provisions of the Statement of Intentions made by the Governments of the 
United States and Ukraine in Mav 1995. The Center will be a research 
organization open for participation of all Interested partles on the basis of 
eql~alltv and mutuallv beneficial cooperation, 

marrer. The Charter of the Center will be develo~ed by its Executive 
Director in accordance with these Provisions and approved by the Council of 
Founden. 

Locarion. The main Center offices will be located in Slavutych, Ukraine. 
Other permanent or temporary offices and facilitles may be developed 
elsewhere t o  meet functional needs tcoordination office in Kiev, laboratory and 
testlng facilitles In the Exclusion Zone. etc.1. 

Languages. The official languages of the Center will be English, Ukrainian 
and Russian. The working languages will be those af the Centers member 
states. 

Putpose. The purpose of creating the Center is to establlsh an effective 
mechanism for: a) the d&eloprnent of aporoaches, Technologies and 
recommendations to prevent and effectively mitigate accidents a t  nuclear 
facilities; b) the Integration and development of comprehensive and objectlue 
scientific data on the ecolbglcal, radlologlcal and health effects of the 
Chornobyl accident; and a uslng sclentlfic and technological innovations to 
improve safety during efforts to transform the destroyed reactor a t  the 
Chornobvl Nuclear Power Plant (ChNPP) and post-accident radioactive wastes 
into a Safe condluon, and the relief and mitigation of the ecological and 
radlologlcal consequences of the Ch~fnbbyl accident. 
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. . The center will provide Obportunities for- the world cornmunib to  
cooperate in mitigating the consequences of the Chornob~l accident and 

• preventing the recurrence of similar accldents anywhere in the future. 
Establishment of the Center will be part of a broader effort u, mltlgate 

social problems and promote economic diversiw and developmenr in the 
region affected by the  closure of the ChNPP. 

A ~ W  of activities. The principal direction of the Center's activities will be 
scienrific and technical research and development In the following areas; 

- assessment and upgrading o f  saClltty a t  operating nuclear facilities; - decontamination and decornmissloning of nuclear facilities; 
radioactive waste and spent fuel management; 

rehabillratlon of the contaminated environment; - ' management and transformadon of post-accident nuclear installations 
into environmentally safe conditlan; 
conducting medical, biological and radiological research; 6. 

mitigation of the eco!ogical and radiological consequences of the 
Chornobvl disaster; and - development and imiprovernent of emergency response procedures. 

The SDeCifiC Qsks that the Center will focus on in the above areas are 
defined in rhe Annex to these Provisions. 

scope of attin'ties. The scope of the Center's activities will cover: 

1. Performance of theoretical and experimental research on selected 
scientific issues of outstanding importance in specific areas in accordance 
with accepted scientific pflnclples. 

2. Cooralnatlon of all relevant sclentlfic work on an international basis, 
inclualng the exchange of experience in carrying out research. 

3. Dissemination and exchange of information and research results 
through scientific papers, conferences, and svmposia; lnstallatlon and 
maintenance of a comprehensive broadlv accepted databank. 

4. utilization of research results far industrial, medical and other 
technical applications to provide addlclonal sources of flnanclng. 

5. Technology development and implementation. 

6. Providing relevant technical and management services. 
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f P m s  Pfer~~i t r 'es .  The Center's act ivi t le~ will include both: 

I .  Conducting projects wlth the Center staff. 

2. Coordinating and managing project. conducted bv subcontl3ctors. 

Legal pro visions. 

I .  The Center will be Owned bv the Government of Ukraine. 

2. The Center will perform its activittes in accordance wlth the Charter 
developed in compliance with t'hese Provisions as well as with the 
principles and norms of international and Ukrainian law. 

3- The Center will be a legal entity subject to Ukrainian law and will have 
the status of a research Institution- The Center will have the right to 
conclude agreements, acquire and maintain buildings and othw forms of 
property, undert~ke legal action, and be held accountable under the law. 

4. Rights of ownershlp for the intellectual property developed as a result 
of the Center's actlvitles will be addressea rn project or membership 
agreements. 

Fonns of particijuution. Participation in the Centers activities will be 
based w o n  a) membership, and b) bilateral and multilateral agreementr on 
partlctpation In scientific projects. 

Membership. The following - types of membershiO in the Center will be 
established: - 

- Founding Mernben; 
Assoclate Members; 
Honorary Members. 

Foundirr'g.MemberJ. The Governments of the United States and Ukralne wlll 
designate appropriate organizations from their respective countries to serve as 
Founding Members of the Center. Other governments parry to bilateral or 
multilateral arrangement. and/or agreements on paticlpation in and support.of 
the actlvltles of the Center may also designate appropriate organizations to 
serve as Founding Members, provided that these designated organizations 
render substantlal SUpport to the activities of the Center. 
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Assocriie IWembershi,. Associate Membership in the Center will be granted 
to individual and Corporate entlties, i.e. international and national (profit or 

I non-profit, OWaniZatlons, llmited and unllmlted liability companies, 
associations or other corporate bodies, and individual Ukralnlan or foreign 
scientists and engineers who are Incerestea in participating In and supportirig 
the Centers actlvitles. 

Hanorury Membership. Honorary Members will be elected by the Council of 
Founders upon nominatlon bv the Center members. The Honorarv Members 
will be exempt from paving mernbenhi~ fees. 

Liabr'liiy. Tfie Center will not be liable in legal action taken against its 
members, and members will not be liable in legal action taken against the 
Center. 

PART 3- FINANCING AND PROPERTY OF THE CENTER 

AvdahZfly of proparty. In order to Oerfafm the activities established in Its 
Charter, the Center wlll have itr own and contributed ~roperty, and oropertv 
of ~ t s  members- 

Forms of propeny. The Center will own buildings, equipment and 
instruments. as well as other prooertV acquired as follows: 

- Donated for utillzatlon free of charge or in lieu of payment of 
membership fees- 

= Acquired by t h e  Center a t  Its own expense, 
Inherited by the Center, or received as a gift or acquired as aresult of 
other legal activity. 

4 

Sources of financing. The Centers sources of financing will consist of: 

Entrance fees and regular contributions by the Center members; 
. - Targeted financing of scientific projects and programs by the Center 

memben, as well as other organizations; - Contrlbutfons of resources made by the Center members; 

-- Other Income. 

k ~ .  The amount and dlfferentlatlon of the entrance and regular fees will 
be defined by the Charter of the Center. The amount of other Vpes of 
contributions t o  the Center's assets will be defined by the contributing party. A 
Founding Member providing major financial conmbutions and/or in-kind 
support to the Center will be exempt from paying regular fees. 
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Utifizatbn of finances and propem. The Council of Founders will define 
regulations for utilizing the Center's finances and gropertY. 

I 

T . X  mgime. The Government of Ukraine will applv preferential tax 
treatment to the Center's actlvities. Similar preferential tax treatment will be 
accorded by other countries where afflllates of the Center may be located. 

PART d, THE COUNCIL OF FOUNDERS 

T ~ P  stahrs of thc Cound of Foundcn. The Council of Founders will be the 
highest coordinating body of the Center responsible for the Center's strategic 
directions and apects of its activities. 

RepresenraPbn in the Couna7 of Founders. The Council Of Founders will 
consist of authorized governmental representatives of the participating 
countries provldlng major financial and in-kind contributions to the Center. 
Ukraine will be represented in the Council by representatives of state bodies 
designated by the Covernment of Ukraine. The order of work O f  the Council of 
Founders and other details will be defined by the Center Charter. 

The structure of the Council will be open to future partlcipation of other 
governments. 

Funcdons of bre Coun3 of Foundem. The Council of Founders will perform 
the following basic functions: 

.* Approve, amend, and supplement the Charter of the Center. 
- .  Approve and control the ExecuUve Director nominacea by Ifie 

Government of Ukraine- - Approve the dlrecuons of the Center's development and its strategic 
activiw plan as proposed by the Dtecutive Director, 
~ ~ ~ o i n t  members to the Financial Supervisory Committee and review. 
the results of the Centers financial' activities as submima bv the 
Committee. - Define guidelines Proposed by the Executive Director on the urlllzation of 
the Center's finances and property. 

PART 5, SI'RUCTURE AND OFFICIALS OF THE CENTER 

Management mchrrc. me management strumre of the Center will 
consfst OF 

- E~ecutIVe Olrector - Deputy Directors 
Scientific Advisorv Council 
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Erewtive Oi'recror. The Executive Director will be the Centers top official 
I as approved by the ~ouncil of Founders upon a proposal of the Government of 

Ukraine. The Executlve Dlrector will promote the common interests of the 
Center members. Functlons of the Executive Director wlll be defined bv the 
Center Charter. The Executlve Director will be a citizen Of UKraine. The 
Executive Director will bear full res~onsibilitv for the Center's activitib in 
accordance with Ukrainian law. 

Depanments. Departments are the bask structural units of the Center, 
performing scientific work in its escahlished areas. Directors of the 
Departments will be Depury Directors appointed by the Executive Diraffor of 
the Center. 

s ~ k t i t i c  Advisory Cuunu;l. The Scientific Advisory Council will be an 
advisory body for the Executive Director of the Center- I t  will consist of a 
number of candidates as proposed by the cent& members and approved by 
the Council of Founders. The Scientific Advisory Council will be authorized to 
discuss matters relating to the Center's scientific activities and provide 
corresponding recommendations. 

PART 6- FlNANClAL ASPECTS 

Fnsnuaf pmroco/, The process for financing the Center and the formation 
of its budget will be regulared by the financial orotocol as proposed by the 
Executlve Director and ap~roved by the Council of Founders. 

Rnanc;a/ Supervisory Cammitree. The Financial Supervisory Committee will 
oversee the Center's financial operations- Its members will be appointed by 
the 'Council of Founders. The Financial Supervisory Committee will be 
inaependent of the Executive Director of the Center. 



TASKS FOR THE CENTER TO FOCUS ON IN SPEUF/C AREAS 

I. Organization of international cooperation to study and solve problems 
relating to the mitigarion of  the effects o f  the Chornobyl accident. 

2. Study of major problems in the area of nuclear safety, accident 
preventlon and management a t  NPP sites. 

3. Development. elabcratlon and adaptation of technical mehi; and 
technologies For conducting work in a radioactive environment. 

a- Research and development of methodologies and pracrlcal approaches 
for work in actual conditions to rnitlgate the. consequences of nuclear 
accidents. 

- 5. Sfl~dy of the causes and conditions of severe accidents a t  nuclear 
facilltles, including performance modeling of systems, equipment components, 
structures and personnel, wi th the purpose of improving safety a t  operational 
and planned nuclear power facilities. 

6. Development of recommendations on the improvement of 
organizational and technological preparedness fo r  emergency actJon a t  nuclear 
facilities based on specific experience in the area of emergency response, 
accldent management, and mltlgation of their consequences. . . 

v' 7 .  Development and we of testing sites to test and upgrade special 
emergency response and raaloactlve waste management capabillties, 

J8. Research and develo~rnent addressing ~ r o b l e m s  associated wim me 
transformation o f  the destroyed ChNPP reactor into an environmentally safe 
condition. 

9. Testing and adaptatran of  technologies for use under conditions~resent 
in the Chornobyl zone. 

10. TSttng the performance of mterns, equlpment comoonents and 
structures under simulated emergency conditions In order to develop 
recommendations for improving safety at: operational ana planned nuclear 
power facilities. 

v 11, DeveloDmenr of a scientific and technological basts to prepare for 
decommissioning and ta i rn~lernent decommissioning of nuclear facilities. 

12. Research o f  radloecological, medical and biological health effects from 
radioactive Contarnlnatlon. Accumulation and processing of the existing and 
new knowledge of and relevant data on the Chornobyl site and the 
consequences of the accident 

cchmcc I ~ d r * .  

- I 13. Opt imi~at lon O f  emergency and rehabilitation procedures and 
!t e- .\ technoloales to minimi7e radlatlnn hl ~ r r i ~ n  hannfi 11 en\rirnnmont-rl n a m e  --4- 


