




















10 INTRODUCTION

This Addendum to the Final Environmental Assessment for the Proposed
Amendment to Presidential Permit PP-63 and Associated Modifications to 500 kV
International Transmission Line: Forbes, Minnesota to Manitoba, Canada (DOE/EA-587)
addresses Northern States Power Company’s (NSP) proposed expansion of the Forbes
Substation. The applicant has requested that the expansion take place on the west side of
the substation, within the existing property line, instead of on the north side as originally
proposed. All of the proposed construction would take place on property already owned by
NSP. DOE has reviewed the environmental impacts associated with this minor modification
and has determined that the conclusions reached in the environmental assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact prepared in connection with NSP’s original amendment
request remain valid.

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION
2.1 Forbes Substation

The proposed expansion of Forbes substation would be constructed under a "turnkey"
contract. The contract includes both civil and electrical engineering work (grading, filling,
construction of steel support structures, installation and testing of equipment). NSP has
identified civil and electrical engineering performance requirements for the substation that
must be met by the construction contractor. The construction contractor selected to do the
work would provide NSP with a completed expansion of the substation which has been
tested and is ready to be brought into service.

2.1.1 Construction Activities

According to the geotechnical report for the site (Braun Intertec, 1992) and the
construction specifications (Asea Brown Boveri, 1992) the following construction activities
would be carried out. The Forbes Substation currently consists of an area approximately
950 by 1,350 feet, and is situated in a rural area characterized by mixed hardwood and pine
woods. To accommodate the new electrical equipment, 240,000 sq. ft. (400’ by 600’) would
be added to the west side of the Forbes substation (See Figure 1). To prepare the site for
construction, trees and shrubs now occupying approximately half of the proposed expansion
area would be removed (see Figure 2). The expansion area would be graded and filled to
a level about four feet below the grade of the existing substation. In addition, the existing
access road, which now runs to the southeast corner of the existing substation, would be
extended along the south and west sides of the substation to the area of the proposed
expansion, a total length of about 900 feet (see Figure 1). A perimeter security fence would
be installed. Surrounding areas disturbed by construction would be rehabilitated by
spreading of four inches of topsoil and reseeding.
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