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natural gas, and the exhaust flue gas would be discharged to the
atmosphére. The 2-foot diameter, 50-foot high, pressurized
fluidized-bed unit would be constructed in an existing research
building at METC. The test program would investiga;e the effects
of bed temperature (i.e., ambient to 750 degrees Fahrenheit), bed
pressure (i.e., 20 to 75 psig), static bed height (i.e., 1 to 12
feet), and various physical properties of the solid materials,
such as particle shape, size, density, and size distribution.

The unit would operate approximately 36 hours-per-week (1,872
hours-per-year) for the first year and proposed plans are for

similar operations during the following several years.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: The environmental effects associated with
the design, construction, and operation of a 2-foot diameter, 50-
foot high, pressurized fluidized bed unit at METC, have been
reviewed and found to be insignificant. This project would have
little or no impact on air quality, water quality/quantity, solid
waste management, noise levels, floodplains, wetlands, historic
areas, ecological resources, or socioecohomic factors. About 2
million pounds-per-year of carbon dioxide would be emitted from
"natural gas-fired heaters with no release of sulfur dioxide or
sulfuric acid mist expected from the project. .The total particle
emission would be about 1,030 pounds-per-year. All required
permits would be obtained prior to operation of the projecf. No
solid waste would be generated by the project, as the solid bed

materials (i.e., limestone, plastic, or sand) would be
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