
2026 FUPWG Seminar 

U.S. Department of Energy | Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation 

Agenda 

Thursday, August 6 (all times in Eastern Time) 

7:30 a.m. Registration 

9:00 a.m. Welcome and DOE/FEMP Announcements – DOE  

9:15 a.m. Department of War Leadership Roundtable 
• Moderator: Carolyn Snyder, DOE
• Rebecca Isacowitz, Office of the Secretary of War
• David Williams, U.S. Army
• Chris Grisafe, U.S. Navy
• Nancy Balkus, U.S. Air Force

10:15 a.m. Networking Break 

10:45 a.m. Session 1 – Utility Industry Perspectives Panel 
• Moderator: Katy Christiansen, DOE FEMP
• Steve Kiesner, Edison Electric Institute
• Lauren Khair, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association

11:30 a.m. Session 2 – Civilian Agency Priorities, Best Practices, and Updates 
• Moderator: Priya Stiller, DOE FEMP
• Catherine Johnson, Veterans Affairs
• Juan Tiscareno, NASA
• Jessica Parson, Federal Aviation Administration
• Heidi Johnson, General Services Administration

12:15 p.m. Lunch 

1:15 p.m. Session 3 – Infrastructure Modernization Beyond Energy Savings 
• Moderator: Bridgette Rodgers, Oak Ridge National Laboratory
• Marian Thomas, General Services Administration
• Gopal Shiddapur, NORESCO
• Elizabeth Kuhn, Southern Company

2:00 p.m. Session 4 – GSA Areawide Contracts and Utilization 
• Moderator: Soudeh Motamedi, DOE FEMP
• Ebony Atkinson, General Services Administration
• Charlene Woods, Defense Logistics Agency

2:30 p.m. Session 5 – Maximizing Utility Programs and Incentives 
• Moderator: Jeff Gingrich, National Laboratory of the Rockies
• Erica Stephens, Southern Company/Georgia Power
• Amanda Renjifo, Duke Energy
• Eric Myers, Florida Power & Light

3:15 p.m. Networking Break 

3:45 p.m. Session 6 – Utility Partners for Emerging Technologies 
• Moderator: Michael Mungal, Oak Ridge National Laboratory
• Dusty Wheeler, NORESCO
• Heather Colbert, National Laboratory of the Rockies
• Lauren Lathem, Southern Company
• Keith Welch, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of War

5:00 p.m. Wrap-Up 

No-Host Networking Event  

5:30 p.m. The Admiral (1 Dupont Circle NW, Washington DC 20036) 



2026 FUPWG Seminar 

U.S. Department of Energy | Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation 

Friday, August 7 (all times in Eastern Time) 

8:25 a.m. Announcements 

8:30 a.m. Session 7 – Financing Panel 
• Moderator: Russ Dominy, Boston Government Services
• Bruce Gross, Dominion Federal Corporation
• Ryan Beard, HASI
• Peter Flynn, Bostonia Partners
• Karen Gierhart, Bank of America

9:15 a.m. Session 8 – Utility Interconnection Process 
• Moderator: Chandra Shah, National Laboratory of the Rockies
• Sean Stevens, Dominion Energy
• Fred Parry, Dominion Energy
• Chris Halpin, Celtic Energy

9:45 a.m. Networking Break  

10:15 a.m. Session 9 – Strategies for Strengthening and Scaling UESCs 
• Moderator: Tim Unruh, NAESCO
• Susan Owens, Office of the Secretary of War
• Elizabeth Kuhn, Southern Company
• Ashley Edwards, Duke Energy

10:45 a.m. Session 10 – Explore the Latest Performance Assurance Planning Guide 
• Moderator: Randall Smidt, U.S. Army
• Heather Colbert, National Laboratory of the Rockies

11:15 a.m. Closing Remarks and Wrap-Up 

Special Session 2: Energy Lawyers and Contracting Officers Forum (open to all 
FUPWG attendees) 

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. The Art of the Possible: Putting Demand Flexibility To Work for Government 
and Grid  
• Moderator: Bridgette Rodgers, Oak Ridge National Laboratory
• Billie Holecek, Berkeley National Laboratory
• Jacob Sigler, Defense Logistics Agency, Energy
• Chris Halpin, Celtic Energy
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