U.S. Department of Energy
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Proposed Action Title: [ysethe Hoiston Shaft#5 for EmergencyEgress

Program or Field Office: |Carlsbadrield Office

Location(s) (City/County/State): |Carlsbad Eddy County,New Mexico

Proposed Action Description:

In anoticepublishedn the July 29 FederaRegister Mine SafetyandHealthAdministration(MSHA) stateghatunder30 CFR57.11050(a)
“Every mineshallhavetwo or moreseparateproperlymaintainedescapewayto the surfacefrom the lowestlevelswhich aresopositioned
thatdamagedo oneshallnotlesserthe effectivenes®f the others.The WIPP facility currentlymaintaingwo escapevays,the Primaryis the
WasteShaft,andthesecondarys the Air IntakeShaft(AlS) which canrun on backuppower. If undergroungoweris interruptedthe only
egresoptionsis the AlS. A secondegresshoistis proposedy usingtheexisting hoistat Shaft#5 to anemergencyackuphoist, thereby
guaranteeingherewill alwaysbetwo meansof egressThereareanexistinghoistandcage availablefor emergencyegressat Shaft#5 that
hasbeenin placesince2020.The hoistwasusedduring constructiorof Shaft#5 for hoistingmuck,equipmentmaterials personnelandfor
emergencyegressThe hoistwasrecentlyinspectedpreventivemaintenance@erformed andsafetybarriersinstalledto ensuresafe
operationatapability. Theenvironmentalmpactsof hoistinghavebeendealtwith in the FEISandarecentSA with the conclusiorthat
hoistinghasminimalimpact.

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:

|Bl.31— Installationor relocationof machineryandequipment

| B2.5- Facility safetyandenvironmentaimprovements

For the DOE procedures regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each categorical exclusion, see 10 CFR 1021.102 and
Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, and also Section 5.4 (Applying one or more categorical exclusions to a proposal) and Appendices B and C
of DOE's National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

Requirements and guidance in 10 CFR 1021.102 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures: (See full text in regulation and in
Implementing Procedures)

@ The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021 or Appendix B and C of DOE’s NEPA
Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, or Appendix B of DOE’s NEPA Implementing
Procedures, a proposal must satisfy the conditions that are integral elements of the classes of actions in Appendix B of both 10 CFR
Part 1021 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures.

@ There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the
proposal. DOE or an applicant may modify the proposal to avoid reasonably foreseeable adverse significant effects such that the
categorical exclusion would apply.

@ The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion.
[Note: For proposals that fit within the categorical exclusions listed in Appendix C of DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures, see

DOE’s notice of adoption for the subject Appendix C categorical exclusion for additional considerations. DOE notices of adoption for
other agency categorical exclusions may be found on DOE’s Section 109 webpage.]

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the
specified class(es) of action, the other requirements and guidance set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.

NEPA Compliance Officer: MICHAEL GERLE g'ggi”Ey signed by MICHAEL Date Determined: |7/16/2026

Date: 2026.07.16 11:28:44 -06'00"

This form will be locked for editing upon signature.



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-10/chapter-X/part-1021
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/articles/doe-nepa-implementing-procedures-june-2025
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/section-109-adopting-categorical-exclusions
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	Check Box for Class of Actions: Yes
	Check Box for No Extraordinary Circumstances: Yes
	Check Box for No Segmentation: Yes
	Date Determined: 7/16/2026
	Proposed Action Title: Use the Hoist on Shaft #5 for Emergency Egress
	Program or Field Office: Carlsbad Field Office
	Locations (City/County/State): Carlsbad, Eddy County, New Mexico
	Proposed Action Description: In a notice published in the July 29 Federal Register, Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) states that under 30 CFR 57.11050(a): “Every mine shall have two or more separate, properly maintained escapeways to the surface from the lowest levels which are so positioned that damage to one shall not lessen the effectiveness of the others. The WIPP facility currently maintains two escape ways, the Primary is the Waste Shaft, and the secondary is the Air Intake Shaft (AIS) which can run on backup power.  If underground power is interrupted, the only egress options is the AIS.  A second egress hoist is proposed by using the existing  hoist at Shaft #5 to an emergency backup hoist, thereby guaranteeing there will always be two means of egress. There are an existing hoist and cage, available for emergency egress at Shaft #5 that has been in place since 2020. The hoist was used during construction of Shaft #5 for hoisting muck, equipment, materials, personnel, and for emergency egress. The hoist was recently inspected, preventive maintenance performed, and safety barriers installed to ensure safe operational capability.  The environmental impacts of hoisting have been dealt with in the FEIS and a recent SA with the conclusion that hoisting has minimal impact.
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