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Patrick A. Nye – Co-President 
Ingleside on the Bay Coastal Watch Association 
1018 Bayshore Dr. 
Ingleside, Texas 78362-4840 
361-658-1089 
patrick@nyexp.us 
iobcwa.org  
 
December 23, 2025 

RE: FERC Office of the Secretary 
Docket No PF25-10-000 
Corpus Christi Stage 4 LNG Project and Corpus Christi Expansion Project (Cheniere)  
Opposition Letter, Request for Deadline Extension and Request for EIS  

 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
Position  
As one of the representatives of Coastal Watch Association (CWA) (AKA Ingleside on the Bay Coastal Watch 
Association) we are in opposition to Corpus Christi Stage 4 LNG Project and Corpus Christi Expansion Project 
(Cheniere). 
 
We formally request that the comment deadline be extended for 30 days to accommodate the untimely 
deadline of Christmas Eve when many people affected by this project will be enjoying the holidays. My 
understanding is that there should be 30 days after publication of the permit before comments are due. The 
PDF from the DOE published the notice on November 28, 2025, and therefore does not adequately provide the 
public with the time to review the extensive amount of data. We understand that sometimes applicants will use 
holidays as a way to limit exposure of a project to the public. This should not be allowed when people’s health 
and quality of life is threatened with this extremely polluting large expansion of Cheniere’s LNG Stage 4 project. 

 
 
We formally request that FERC require a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the expansion of 
Cheniere’s facility. Records indicate that the last EIS was performed in 2014 prior to Cheniere’s initial build-out 
and there have been substantial changes involving industrial developments along the La Quinta Ship Channel. 
These changes, in many cases, have altered the landscape and challenged the residents with emissions and the 
environment with pollutants and vessel traffic.  
 
NEPA & Environmental Issues 
Water Resources & Wetlands: Location of the Cheniere project is on the north end of the La Quinta Channel 
adjacent to Cheniere’s prior expansion projects. The proposed expansion of the loading facility may further 
threaten seagrasses, mangrove and wetlands in the immediate area. This site is also the location of the former 
Reynolds Metals/Sherwin Alumina/Alcoa facility that contained large open air evaporation pits (called Red Mud 
Beds in legal documents) that contains wastewater and residue with toxic heavy metals from the operations. 



See Google Photo “A” below. Disrupting these pits and soils creates an environment where the Red Mud Dust 
becomes airborne and blows into homes of residents and businesses in Gregory, and Portland Texas. Reports 
show that Red Mud Dust becomes corrosive when it comes in contact with moisture such as the mucus 
membranes, as it burns airway passages, causing coughing, difficulty in breathing and it burns the skin. 

 
What should be concerning is the long-term health and environmental effects that the caustic Red Mud Beds 
and Dust are causing in this area. What happens to residents and marine environments when Red Mud Beds 
and Dust are capture during storm waters runoff? An EIS should test the marine and terrestrial soils and 
determine the effects as to the adjacent wetlands, La Quinta Channel, seagrass mitigation area, Corpus Christi 
Bay, and across the Portland, Texas wetland shoreline.  
Photo below by Patrick Nye of airborne dust from the top of Red Mud Beds dike August 2, 2022, during 
Cheniere’s construction. 

   
 
In March 2023, Cheniere filed for wastewater permit WQ0005367000 for “water treatment waste, inlet air 
chiller water, incidental utility wastewater, stormwater, and sanitary treatment plant water at a daily average 
flow not to exceed 1,000,000 gallons per day via Outfall 001” emptying into La Quinta Channel. CWA challenged 
this permit based upon a 2018 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Agreed Order citing that 
Corpus Christi Alumina, LLC while clearly in the control of Cheniere, had violated Texas Water Code Chapter 26 
(and the Clean Water Act my note) by releasing approximately  162 million gallons of untreated industrial 
wastewater directly into La Quinta Channel at Outfall 001. This violation occurred during the time period of 
September 12, 2018, through October 8, 2018, and contained untreated industrial wastewater and stormwater 
from the same toxic Red Mud Beds evaporation pits that we are concerned about. Cheniere’s wastewater permit 



WQ0005367000 was ultimately withdrawn due to CWA’s challenge. Google Earth Maps provides a visual history 
of the Cheniere Red Bed Mud violation and probable contamination of La Quinta Channel and Corpus Christi 
Bay. Water Quality Permit WQ0004645000 Photo “B” is a site map (that is conveniently presented) in black and 
white format, showing the location of the violation. (See Attached Agree Order Docket 2019-0215-IWD-E). TCEQ 
found that applicant bypassed the Decant Pond to Outfall 601 resulting in wastewater discharge into Corpus 
Christi Bay at Outfall 001 (AKA La Quinta Channel) 
Google Earth Photo “A”    Water Quality Permit Photo “B” 

  
 
A closer look at Google Earth Maps tells the rest of the story that these contaminates flowed through Outfall 
001 into La Quinta Channel and settled along the immediate shoreline. Google Earth Map “C” below, illustrates 
the seagrasses at Outfall 001, along the shoreline prior to the violation in 2014. Google Earth Map “D” dated 
January 18, 2019, three months after the violation, clearly shows the destruction of seagrass at the Outfall 001 
site as well as along the shoreline. What contaminates are there today and what effects are they having on the 
ecological systems in the area? Where will the dredge materials be place as they make room for another dock? 

Google Earth Map “C”      Google Earth Map “D” 
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There is more to this story as we do not know what other contaminates were released. Inspection of Google 
Earth Map “E” shows two areas of the contaminates along the Outfall channel marked as Area “1” and Area “2” 
on the map below. Area “3” appears to have the same coloration as the contaminants and possibly one of the 
sources of the violation although it has never been described in the TCEQ records. Of primary concern is the 
Area “4” that contains Red Mud Beds and it looks like it has been disturbed by heavy machinery and has pipelines 
crisscrossing the area. What happened to Area “4” and did these contaminates flow outside the containment 
walls and into Outfall 001? What is the chemical composition of this and did the soils become airborne and 
contaminate nearby residents and businesses? What has been described in the Agreed Order is that the 
wastewater tested had a pH of 10.5 suggesting that this was a chemical treatment for the Red Mud Beds. Why 
would this company dump 162 million gallons of toxic contaminated wastewater into the very waters that we 
swim, fish and play in with our grandchildren? An Environmental Impact Statement should include the testing 
of the soils in the outfall and shoreline would be necessary to determine the true extent of this damage. 
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Air Pollution
The local Corpus Christi Caller Times reported on November 3, 2025, that “Cheniere Energy among the highest 
LNG polluters” in the United States. https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/2025/11/03/cheniere-energy-liquefied-natural-gas-lng-pollution-

according-to-new-report/86950065007/ This article was based upon a report by Environmental Integrity Projects (EIP), 
“Terminal Trouble” released October 29, 2025. Citing development of LNGs nationwide, EIP determined that
LNG’s will create higher energy prices and more pollution. Chronic flaring does not eliminate 99% of the 
emissions that LNG companies report. Optical Gas Imagery video captures the excess pollutants from the flare 
stacks each time they are recording. Environmental laws are weakening and those who live near Cheniere are 
guaranteed to have more exposure to contaminants that most likely will affect young school children and the 
elderly. This facility has exceeded permitted limits hundreds of times since 2018. See caption below.

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://environmentalintegrity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/LNG-Report-
nonembargoed-10.29.25.pdf
Studies concerning health issues are limited except for antidotal statements from residents directly downwind 
of this facility living in Gregory, Texas. Storm wastewater makes its way into our bays and estuaries causing more 
harm to aquatic ecosystems. Are these toxins existing in the fish, crabs and shrimp that residents are eating? 
Toxic pollutants are entering our air shed daily threating thousands of residents and ultimately drains back into 
our bays and estuaries. A list of some of these toxic chemicals shown below is from this same EIP report.

Air Emissions - It is unfortunate that TCEQ has ignored the hundreds of air permit violations and we are counting 
on FERC to uncover the detrimental harm that Cheniere, and this expansion project would cause. FERC is in the 
exclusive position to request an Environmental Impact Statement for this facility before more harm can be done 
to the surrounding communities. Coastal Watch Association (CWA) has been engaged in citizen science air 
monitoring together with the University of Texas Arlington (UTA) and Texas A&M Corpus Christi (TAMUCC) since 
2021. Most troubling is the number of pollutants that are being emitted and potential health consequences of 
industries in close proximity to local communities. In July 2022, a TAMUCC PhD candidate wrote her dissertation 
on methane sources and determined that high levels were originating from the Cheniere facility using ground 
monitoring and flyover methane detection. Images below show that during the flyover in January 2023, 
instruments clearly identifies the methane plume that is more than likely accompanied with other pollutants 
including volatile organic compounds (VOC).



How is this possible if Cheniere claims that 99% of its emissions are combusted from the flare stacks? What 
chemical pollutants are they emitting with the methane plume? The newest expansion for the Cheniere projects 
will use ground flares that are feared to release Particulate Matter (PM) and Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) 
emissions at lower elevations that will not be dispersed as well as their initial phases of construction. How will 

METHANE



these pollutants affect the residents living downwind? Since the TCEQ does not have any regulatory monitors 
in San Patricio County CWA is taking lead on air monitoring. Today CWA has deployed 9 non-certified SENSIT 
monitors in Nueces and San Patricio Counties that regularly records high PM 2.5 and VOC numbers that are of 
great concern to residents. How will FERC assure the public that this mammoth Stage 4 expansion will emit 
pollutants that will not cause serious health issues or contaminate our precious Corpus Christi Bay?  

Vessel Traffic and Relative Sea Level Rise  
Ingleside on the Bay (IOB) is a low-lying coastal community that is facing the effects of rapid sea level rise. Each 
Cheniere vessel creates 1-3’ high wakes that have already altered shorelines and destroyed property owner’s 
bulkheads. Navigable channels are filling in, wakes during high tide events flood our streets. If FERC could 
imagine, or better yet come down and witness our plight we feel certain that you would have no hesitancy in 
issuing an EIS order. We are also concerned that the increase in vessel traffic has not been accounted for in the
emissions from the vessels themselves. Attached is Exhibit “A” from FERC C23-129.
On January 25, 2024, the US Coast Guard issued a letter of recommendation (LOR) for the increase in vessel 
traffic from 400 to 480 liquified gas carriers for Cheniere’s Trains 8 & 9 as it relates to safety and security. 
Attached is the USCG LOR and my personal response letter dated February 26, 2024, outlining many issues that 
I believed was seriously overlooked. (See attached LOR and PAN Response to USCG letter). Cheniere’s Stage 4 
expansion now calls for an additional 390 vessels per year equals 870 LNG Vessels! This number is multiplied 
times 2 = 1,740 because there are inbound and outbound passages. Not included are the 3, usually 4 tugboats
assisting both inbound and outbound vessels. Please see below Nautical Map “1” of Corpus Christi Bay as a 
reference point for vessel traffic and the insert Nautical Map “2”. Each vessel will pass through Port Aransas 
where 3 channels converge; Corpus Christi Ship Channel, Conn Brown Harbor Channel and Lydia Ann Channel. 
In the Port Aransas there are the numerous yachts, pleasure crafts, commercial and recreational fishing vessels 
PLUS the ferry traffic that crosses in this same area. Nautical Map “2” is a particularly heavily congested vessel 
traffic area where more than 8,000 transport vessels that use Corpus Christi Ship Channel converge. Enbridge is 
the largest oil exporter in North America followed by Gibson. Already accidents have occurred at Enbridge when 
an outbound tanker lost steerage and sunk 80’ of Enbridge’s pier in 2021. A pleasure boat was struck and sunk 
killing two passengers by an inbound tanker in 2024 at Port Aransas. As far as national security, this area must
be considered a high priority target to terrorist where the blast zone of an LNG tanker would be catastrophic
not to mention the oil tankers. How are these issues handled in the FERC evaluation?

Nautical Map “1” Nautical Map “2”

https://www.oceangrafix.com/chart/zoom?chart=11309

Cheniere LNG

North Shore Signet Tugs

Ingleside Cove Recreational

ENBRIDGE

Pt Aransas



Cultural Resources 
Donnel Point is located less than 1 ½ miles away from Cheniere along La Quinta Channel and is the site of a 
rediscovered ancient settlement. A story about Donnel Point, written by Dylan Baddour was just released today, 
December 23, 2025, by The Texas Tribune. https://www.texastribune.org/2025/12/23/texas-indigenous-tribe-karankawa-settlement-site-corpus-

christi/. This may be the last remaining campsite location along La Quinta Channel. As the article reports, some of 
the original sites were lost by dredging and vessels wake causing shoreline erosion. Today this site is seriously 
threatened by an increase in vessel traffic as these Cheniere expansions take place. This site must be preserved 
and fully evaluated by the Texas Historical Commission to determine its significance. As part of the NEPA Process 
and Environmental evaluation, FERC has the unique position to include this historic site in an EIS before it is lost 
forever. Photos below taken by Patrick Nye July 22, 2024. 
Donnel Point Photo as Taken from La Quinta Channel  Donnel Point Close up of Artifacts 

 
 
 
Health effects  
A full EIS study of the health impacts to the communities of Gregory, Portland, Taft, Ingleside and IOB should be 
a critical component in FERC’s evaluation process. Studies along “refinery row” in Corpus Christi found that: 

1. CC Refinery Row Health Study 2016 found that Residents along refinery row have higher birth 
defects, asthma and other health issues including cancer. 

2. Men’s Health Article 2017 says that CC is #1 in the nation in Cancer.  
3. 2021 April study by the Texas Health Institute concluded that people living along refinery row in CC 

had a life expectancy of 70 years while those living just 10 miles away 85 years. 

FERC must protect the health and wellbeing of nearby communities and implement an EIS to eliminate risks to 
local communities. 
 
Baywater Quality 
Dredging and increased vessel traffic has caused Corpus Christi Bay’s water quality to diminish. Muddy, high 
turbidity, silt laden baywater is found throughout the coastal estuary. Redfish Bay Texas Research Area has 
dredge silt plumes covering its protected seagrass meadows. Seagrasses are covered up along the Live Oak 
Peninsula, Ingleside on the Bay and into Ingleside Cove Sanctuary. Cheniere’s vessels withdraw displacement 
water, eroding seagrass beds then wave action tears away vulnerable seagrass plots. Baitfish and even bird 
numbers are down leading to what is undeniably a severe reduction in marine life productivity. For the first time 



in my 55 years in IOB, I have seen a dead baby dolphin not once but twice within the month of March 2023. The 
EIS should include baywater quality and future protections and mitigations of seagrasses and wildlife. 
 
Although the current administration is forcing agencies to fast-track industrial developments, I believe that 
there is a moral compass that directs agencies to make the hard choices for the marginalize to preserve our 
homes, our health and our quality of life. Please approve an Environmental Impact Statement so that it can be 
said that this project used the best available technology practices in its decision. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Patrick A. Nye 
Co- President 
CWA 
 
 
Attachments:  Agreed Order Docket 2019 

Exhibit A FERC C23 
USCG LOR  
CWA Response 
 



























































  



 







 





IOB Coastal Watch Association, Inc. 
FERC REQUEST ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 5/4/2023

EXHIBIT “A”

INGLESIDE ON THE BAY

CHENIERE

COASTAL BEND of TEXAS  
LOCATION MAP

CHENIERE



INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT      
SAN PATRICIO COUNTY, TX2

KIEWIT

SailBri Cooper (SCI) Air Monitor  
(SO2, NO2, O3, Particulate 
Matter 10 & 2.5 and Total 

Volatile Organic Compounds)

Greenhouse Gas 
Analyzer 

(Methane & CO2)

IOBCWA is Engaged in Citizen Science to Determine Air 
Quality Baselines at Seven Locations in the Coastal Bend

THERE IS A DIRECT CORRELATION OF HIGHER EMISSIONS LEVELS 
COMING FROM CHENIERE, VOESTALPINE, OXY & CHEMOURS



AIR EMISSION SOURCES IN IOB 
LET’S LOOK AT CHENIERE?3

CHENIERE OPTICAL GAS IMAGERY 
EARTHWORKS

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

https://youtu.be/C_S7ZkjdXv8

TIM DOTY - EARTHWORKS
CHENIERE REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022



FIRST METHANE FLYOVER
August 10, 2021
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CHENIERE

CHENIERE

SCI MONITOR

IOB Greenhouse Gas – Ph.D. Dissertation
Dr. Hao Yu – TAMUCC (May 2022)

VOESTALPINE

VOESTALPINE

CHENIEREVOESTALPINE

Emission Sources coming 
from Cheniere & 

Voestalpine directly  
towards Gregory, TX

GREGORY, TX

PORTLAND, TX
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CORPUS CHRISTI 
REFINERY ROW

JANUARY 6, 2023

SCI MONITOR

SECOND METHANE 
FLYOVER

JANUARY 6, 2023

DATA CLEARLY 
SHOWS CHENIERE

HAS HIGHEST
METHANE VALUES

IOB Greenhouse Gas – Ph.D. Dissertation
Dr. Hao Yu – TAMUCC (May 2022)

GREGORY, TX

PORTLAND, TX

INGLESIDE, TX

INGLESIDE ON 
THE BAY, TX

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX

TAFT, TX

ARANSAS PASS, TX
Port of Corpus Christi 
Refinery Row Multiple 
Sources of Methane

Gregory is an Environmental 
Justice Community. EIS 

requested for Cumulative 
Effects for all Communities



CHENIERE SECOND METHANE FLYOVER      
January 6, 2023

6

CHENIERE

CHENIERE

SCI MONITOR

GREGORY 
FEBRUARY 2023

PT. ARANSAS           
FEBRUARY 2023

Smoking Methane Gun!

GREGORY, TX

PORTLAND, TX

Pt Aransas Baseline

Gregory, TX Values

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH AFFECTS TO GREGORY, TX 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY??

FERC SHOULD PERFORM AN ENVIROMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT TO DETERMINE THE 

HEALTH AFFECTS TO NEARBY COMMUNITIES 
INCLUDING INGLESIDE ON THE BAY



TOTAL VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS (TVOC) 
for GREGORY, TX   APRIL 2023 SCI MONITOR

TVOC’s Contain Carcinogens
Air Permits have been TCEQ Non-compliant
hundreds of times
Does the Projected Ship Traffic Increase with 
Facility Expansion Include Air Emissions? 
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Missing Data
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IOB Greenhouse Gas Ph.D. Dissertation
Dr. Hao Yu – TAMUCC (May 2022)

CHENIERE



Cheniere Expansion 
– Trains 8 and 9

5/4/2023 Add a footer 9

Existing Facility: 3 Large Scale Trains

Potential to emit 6,439,07 tons of 
greenhouse gasses/year

8,513 tons of criteria air pollutants/year

PM 2.5: 85.30 Tons/yr

Nox: 3,541.4 Tons/yr

VOCs: 353.1 Tons/yr

SO2: 49.39 Tons/yr

CO: 3,621 Tons/yr

Stage 3 Facility: Adding midscale 7 Trains

Potential to emit additional 900,845 tons of 
greenhouse gasses/year

Added PM 2.5: 19.6 Tons/yr

Nox: 188.2 Tons/yr

VOCs: 104.6 Tons/yr

SO2: 12.00 Tons/yr

CO: 537 Tons/yr

400 Ships per year



Cheniere 
Shoreline Impacts

5/4/2023
IO

BCW
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Big Ships Big Wakes



Cheniere Impacts to IOB

Residents that live on La Quinta 
Channel have experienced pier damage 
and bulkhead undermining since 
Cheniere started operating in 2018.

IOB residents have taken their 
complaints to the Port of Corpus Christi 
with minimal success.

IOBCWA requests an Environmental 
Impact Statement from FERC to 
determine all effects from Cheniere 
Expansion.

5/4/2023 11



5/4/2023

12

Mott MacDonald Passing Vessel 
Hydrodynamic Study 4/2018 Cheniere 

Shoreline Impacts

Sincee Cheniere’ss Vessell Trafficc began,, thee 
Breakwaterr alongg Bayshoree Dr.. hass Startedd too Fail

Mottt MacDonaldd Studyy Predictss Overtoppingg off 
Seawallss off Inglesidee onn thee Bayy Residentss 20188 

FERCC SHOULDD REQUIREE EISS TOO DETERMINEE 
CHENIERE’SS DAMAGEE WITHH INCREASEE OFF 4800 

VESSELSS PASSINGG TWICE PERR YEAR



TWO DEAD BABY DOLPHINS IN ONE MONTH MARCH 2023

5/4/2023 Add a footer 13

Dead Baby Dolphin with Mother trying to Save it

March 12, 2023             
Corpus Christi Ship Channel

March 25, 2023                     
La Quinta Ship Channel in 

front of IOB Dead Baby Dolphin with Dredge

CORPUS CHRISTI BAYWATER QUALITY




