
U.S. Department of Energy 
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form 

Proposed Action Title: 

Program or Field Office:

Location(s) (City/County/State): 

Proposed Action Description: 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

For the DOE procedures regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each categorical exclusion, see 10 CFR 1021.102 and 
Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, and also Section 5.4 (Applying one or more categorical exclusions to a proposal) and Appendices B and C 
of DOE's National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

Requirements and guidance in 10 CFR 1021.102 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures: (See full text in regulation and in 
Implementing Procedures)

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021 or Appendix B and C of DOE’s NEPA 
Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, or Appendix B of DOE’s NEPA Implementing 
Procedures, a proposal must satisfy the conditions that are integral elements of the classes of actions in Appendix B of both 10 CFR 
Part 1021 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures.

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the 
proposal. DOE or an applicant may modify the proposal to avoid reasonably foreseeable adverse significant effects such that the 
categorical exclusion would apply.

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion.

[Note: For proposals that fit within the categorical exclusions listed in Appendix C of DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures, see 
DOE’s notice of adoption for the subject Appendix C categorical exclusion for additional considerations. DOE notices of adoption for 
other agency categorical exclusions may be found on DOE’s Section 109 webpage.]

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the 
specified class(es) of action, the other requirements and guidance set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

NEPA Compliance Officer: Date Determined:

This form will be locked for editing upon signature.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-10/chapter-X/part-1021
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/articles/doe-nepa-implementing-procedures-june-2025
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/section-109-adopting-categorical-exclusions
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	Check Box for Class of Actions: Yes
	Check Box for No Extraordinary Circumstances: Yes
	Check Box for No Segmentation: Yes
	Date Determined:  3 March 2026
	Proposed Action Title: Knolls Laboratory, Land Disposal Area Corrective Measure Implementation Project
	Program or Field Office: Naval Reactors Laboratory Field Office, Schenectady, New York
	Locations (City/County/State): Town of Niskayuna, Schenectady County, New York
	Proposed Action Description: The Knolls Laboratory Land Disposal Area (LDA) Corrective Measure Implementation (CMI) Project is being undertaken as a Corrective Measure remedy to remediate soil contaminated with metals and volatile organic compounds. The scope of work includes:  

1. Targeted excavation to remove surface and subsurface soil with chemical concentrations exceeding Unrestricted Use Soil Cleanup Objectives (SCOs) and to remove surficial waste material/debris. Excavated material will be consolidated or disposed offsite.

2. Engineered cover system consisting of a combination of vegetated soil and gravel covers, with a minimum 12-inch thickness and finished with vegetation, asphalt, and/or gravel surface coverings.

3. A post-remediation groundwater, seep, and surface water quality monitoring program to assess the performance and effectiveness of the corrective measure and collect data for timely remedial decision-making.

The work will be performed in accordance with the LDA CMI Work Plan approved by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).   

The project does not violate applicable regulatory requirements, require construction or major expansion of waste handling facilities, result in unpermitted releases of hazardous substances, or adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources, including wetlands.  The project does not involve genetically engineered organisms or species.  
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