U.S. Department of Energy
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form

Proposed Action Title: |Renewalbf GenericCX B3.6 Small-ScaleResearch

Program or Field Office: |SC-FSO

Location(s) (City/County/State): |FermiNationalAcceleratori_aboratory(Batavia,DuPageandKaneCounty,IL.)

Proposed Action Description:

Thepurposeof renewingCategoricaExclusion(CX) B3.6 Small-ScaleResearctasa genericCX for EnvironmentaReviewForms(ERFS)
is createanefficient NEPA reviewprocesgor small-scaldaboratoryresearctwithout causingsignificantenvironmentalmpacts.This
renewalsupportsefficient projectplanningandexecutionwhile maintainingcompliancenith NEPA andDOE environmentaktewardship
goals.Thdaboratoryconsistentlyconductssmall-scalegesearcho supportits scientificmission.Theseactionsaretypically low-impactand
fall squarelywithin the scopeof CX B3.6.WithoutagenericCX, eachsmall-scaleesearchprojectwould requireindividual NEPA
documentatiomndFermi Site Office (FSO)review,resultingin unnecessargdministrativeourden projectdelaysandinefficient useof
resources.

This genericapplicationof CX B3.6 Small-ScaleResearchwill bereferencedn ERFs.By incorporatingthis CX into ERFs,reviewerscan
efficiently documentompliancefor low-impactactionsandprojectswhile ensuringconsistencyith DOE NEPA requirementsnd
maintainingtransparencyn environmentatlecision-makingCX B3.6in DOE NEPA ImplementingProceduress definedas,"Siting,
constructionmodification,operationanddecommissioningf facilities for small-scalegesearctanddevelopmenprojects;conventional
laboratoryoperationgsuchaspreparatiorof chemicalstandardsindsampleanalysis)andsmall-scalgilot projects(generally lessthan2
years)frequentlyconductedo verify aconceptbeforedemonstratiomctions providedthatconstructioror modificationwould be within or
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Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied:

|83.6 - Small-scale research and development, laboratory operations, and pilot projects E

For the DOE procedures regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each categorical exclusion, see 10 CFR 1021.102 and
Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, and also Section 5.4 (Applying one or more categorical exclusions to a proposal) and Appendices B and C
of DOE's National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

Requirements and guidance in 10 CFR 1021.102 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures: (See full text in regulation and in
Implementing Procedures)

@ The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021 or Appendix B and C of DOE’s NEPA
Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, or Appendix B of DOE’s NEPA Implementing
Procedures, a proposal must satisfy the conditions that are integral elements of the classes of actions in Appendix B of both 10 CFR
Part 1021 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures.

@ There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the
proposal. DOE or an applicant may modify the proposal to avoid reasonably foreseeable adverse significant effects such that the
categorical exclusion would apply.

@ The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion.
[Note: For proposals that fit within the categorical exclusions listed in Appendix C of DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures, see

DOE’s notice of adoption for the subject Appendix C categorical exclusion for additional considerations. DOE notices of adoption for
other agency categorical exclusions may be found on DOE’s Section 109 webpage.]

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the
specified class(es) of action, the other requirements and guidance set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.

NEPA Compliance Officer: Digitally signed by Kathleen Green| Date Determined:

Kathleen G reen Date: 2025.11.12 12:56:40 -05'00"

This form will be locked for editing upon signature.


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-10/chapter-X/part-1021
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/articles/doe-nepa-implementing-procedures-june-2025
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/section-109-adopting-categorical-exclusions

NEPA Program Manager:  Sgmantha Panock 2@ sianed by Samantha panock - Date Determined:

Date: 2025.11.07 12:16:19 -06'00'

Digitally signed by Samantha

Samantha Panock Ppanock
Date: 2025.11.07 12:16:33 -06'00'

Action Owner: Date Determined:




	Dropdown5: 
	0: 
	0: [B3.6 - Small-scale research and development, laboratory operations, and pilot projects]
	1: [ ]
	2: [ ]
	3: [ ]
	4: [ ]


	Check Box for Class of Actions: Yes
	Check Box for No Extraordinary Circumstances: Yes
	Check Box for No Segmentation: Yes
	Proposed Action Title: Renewal of Generic CX B3.6 Small-Scale Research
	Program or Field Office: SC-FSO
	Locations (City/County/State): Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory (Batavia, DuPage and Kane County, IL.)
	Proposed Action Description: The purpose of renewing Categorical Exclusion (CX) B3.6 Small-Scale Research as a generic CX for Environmental Review Forms (ERFs) is create an efficient NEPA review process for small-scale laboratory research without causing significant environmental impacts. This renewal supports efficient project planning and execution while maintaining compliance with NEPA and DOE environmental stewardship goals.The laboratory consistently conducts small-scale research to support its scientific mission. These actions are typically low-impact and fall squarely within the scope of CX B3.6. Without a generic CX, each small-scale research project would require individual NEPA documentation and Fermi Site Office (FSO) review, resulting in unnecessary administrative burden, project delays, and inefficient use of resources.



This generic application of CX B3.6 Small-Scale Research will be referenced in ERFs. By incorporating this CX into ERFs, reviewers can efficiently document compliance for low-impact actions and projects while ensuring consistency with DOE NEPA requirements and maintaining transparency in environmental decision-making. CX B3.6 in DOE NEPA Implementing Procedures is defined as, "Siting, construction, modification, operation, and decommissioning of facilities for small-scale research and development projects; conventional laboratory operations (such as preparation of chemical standards and sample analysis); and small-scale pilot projects (generally, less than 2 years) frequently conducted to verify a concept before demonstration actions, provided that construction or modification would be within or contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area (where active utilities and currently used roads are readily accessible). Not included in this category are demonstration actions, meaning actions that are undertaken at a scale to show whether a technology would be viable on a larger scale and suitable for commercial deployment."
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