
U.S. Department of Energy 
Categorical Exclusion Determination Form 

Proposed Action Title: 

Program or Field Office:

Location(s) (City/County/State): 

Proposed Action Description: 

Categorical Exclusion(s) Applied: 

For the DOE procedures regarding categorical exclusions, including the full text of each categorical exclusion, see 10 CFR 1021.102 and 
Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, and also Section 5.4 (Applying one or more categorical exclusions to a proposal) and Appendices B and C 
of DOE's National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

Requirements and guidance in 10 CFR 1021.102 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures: (See full text in regulation and in 
Implementing Procedures)

The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021 or Appendix B and C of DOE’s NEPA 
Implementing Procedures (June 30, 2025).

To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 1021, or Appendix B of DOE’s NEPA Implementing 
Procedures, a proposal must satisfy the conditions that are integral elements of the classes of actions in Appendix B of both 10 CFR 
Part 1021 and DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures.

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects of the 
proposal. DOE or an applicant may modify the proposal to avoid reasonably foreseeable adverse significant effects such that the 
categorical exclusion would apply.

The proposal has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion.

[Note: For proposals that fit within the categorical exclusions listed in Appendix C of DOE’s NEPA Implementing Procedures, see 
DOE’s notice of adoption for the subject Appendix C categorical exclusion for additional considerations. DOE notices of adoption for 
other agency categorical exclusions may be found on DOE’s Section 109 webpage.]

Based on my review of the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the 
specified class(es) of action, the other requirements and guidance set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

NEPA Compliance Officer: Date Determined:

This form will be locked for editing upon signature.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-10/chapter-X/part-1021
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/articles/doe-nepa-implementing-procedures-june-2025
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/section-109-adopting-categorical-exclusions
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	Check Box for Class of Actions: Yes
	Check Box for No Extraordinary Circumstances: Yes
	Check Box for No Segmentation: Yes
	Date Determined: 
	Proposed Action Title: Authorizations to transmit excess electricity granted pursuant to Section 202(e) of the Federal Power Act (FPA)
	Program or Field Office: Grid Deployment Office (GDO)
	Locations (City/County/State): Nationwide
	Proposed Action Description: DOE proposes to grant authorizations for export of excess electricity, pursuant to DOE’s authorities described in Part II, Section 202(e) of the Federal Power Act (FPA). Such authorizations include requests for new permission to export, as well as modifications to existing permissions including but not limited to renewals, extensions, name changes, or changes to upstream ownership.

DOE is statutorily obligated under FPA § 202(e) to grant requests for export authorization unless the Department finds that the proposed export would negatively impact either: (i) the sufficiency of electric supply, or (ii) the coordination of the electric grid. 

DOE has interpreted the first criterion to mean that sufficient generating capacity and electric energy must exist such that the export could be made without compromising the energy needs of the exporting region, including serving all load obligations in the region while maintaining appropriate reserve levels. DOE has interpreted the second criterion primarily as an issue of the operational reliability of the domestic electric transmission system. Accordingly, the export must not compromise transmission system security and reliability. 

Provided that the above two conditions are met, DOE has identified no extraordinary circumstances which may affect the significance of the environmental effects of granting a requested export authorization. Moreover, approval of an export authorization and any potentially resulting physical transmission of electric energy across an authorized facility is compliant with the integral elements necessary for coverage under DOE Categorical Exclusion B4.2(10 CFR Part 1021, Appendix B4.2). In short, DOE’s proposal to grant requests to transmit excess electricity across existing transmission infrastructure does not have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, and such actions are categorically excluded from future NEPA review. 

This CX is valid for 5 years, at which time, DOE will reevaluate the analysis and underlying assumptions contained herein to ensure the conclusions remain valid. 
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