
 

 
 

 
 

RECIPIENT:    Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians STATE: CA 

PROJECT TITLE : Grid Resilience for Essential Tribal Buildings 

Notice of Funding Opportunity Number 
DE-FOA-0003298 

Procurement Instrument Number 
DE-IE0000204 

NEPA Control Number 
GFO-0000204-001 

CID Number 
GO204 

Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under DOE 
Policy 451.1), I have made the following determination: 

CX, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER: 
Description: 

A9 Information 
gathering, analysis,
and dissemination 

Information gathering (including, but not limited to, literature surveys, inventories, site visits, and 
audits), data analysis (including, but not limited to, computer modeling), document preparation 
(including, but not limited to, conceptual design, feasibility studies, and analytical energy supply and 
demand studies), and information dissemination (including, but not limited to, document publication 
and distribution, and classroom training and informational programs), but not including site 
characterization or environmental monitoring. (See also B3.1 of appendix B to this subpart.) 

B1.15 Support 
buildings 

Siting, construction or modification, and operation of support buildings and support structures 
(including, but not limited to, trailers and prefabricated and modular buildings) within or contiguous to 
an already developed area (where active utilities and currently used roads are readily accessible). 
Covered support buildings and structures include, but are not limited to, those for office purposes; 
parking; cafeteria services; education and training; visitor reception; computer and data processing 
services; health services or recreation activities; routine maintenance activities; storage of supplies 
and equipment for administrative services and routine maintenance activities; security (such as 
security posts); fire protection; small-scale fabrication (such as machine shop activities), assembly, 
and testing of non-nuclear equipment or components; and similar support purposes, but exclude 
facilities for nuclear weapons activities and waste storage activities, such as activities covered in 
B1.10, B1.29, B1.35, B2.6, B6.2, B6.4, B6.5, B6.6, and B6.10 of this appendix. 

B2.5 Facility safety 
and environmental 
improvements 

Safety and environmental improvements of a facility (including, but not limited to, replacement and 
upgrade of facility components) that do not result in a significant change in the expected useful life, 
design capacity, or function of the facility and during which operations may be suspended and then 
resumed. Improvements include, but are not limited to, replacement/upgrade of control valves, in-
core monitoring devices, facility air filtration systems, or substation transformers or capacitors; 
addition of structural bracing to meet earthquake standards and/or sustain high wind loading; and 
replacement of aboveground or belowground tanks and related piping, provided that there is no 
evidence of leakage, based on testing in accordance with applicable requirements (such as 40 CFR 
part 265, “Interim Status Standards for Owners and Operators of Hazardous Waste Treatment, 
Storage, and Disposal Facilities” and 40 CFR part 280, “Technical Standards and Corrective Action 
Requirements for Owners and Operators of Underground Storage Tanks”). These actions do not 
include rebuilding or modifying substantial portions of a facility (such as replacing a reactor vessel). 

B4.14 Construction 
and operation of 
electrochemical-
battery or flywheel 
energy storage 
systems 

Construction, operation, upgrade, or decommissioning of an 
electrochemical-battery or flywheel energy storage system within a previously disturbed or developed 
area or within a small (as discussed at 10 CFR 1021.410(g)(2)) area 
contiguous to a previously disturbed or developed area. Covered actions would be in accordance with 
applicable requirements (such as land use and zoning requirements) in 
the proposed project area and the integral elements listed at the start of appendix B of this part, and 
would incorporate appropriate safety standards 
(including the current National Fire Protection Association 855, 
Standard for the Installation of Energy Storage Systems), design and construction standards, control 
technologies, and best management practices. 

B5.16 Solar 
photovoltaic 
systems 

 (a) The installation, modification, operation, or decommissioning of commercially available solar 
photovoltaic systems: 

1. 
Located on a building or other structure (such as rooftop, parking lot or facility, or mounted to signage, lighting, 
gates, or fences); or 



 2. 
Located within a previously disturbed or developed area. 

(b) Covered actions would be in accordance with applicable requirements (such as land use and 
zoning requirements) in the proposed project area and the integral elements listed 
at the start of appendix B of this part, and would be consistent with applicable plans for the 
management of wildlife and habitat, including plans to maintain habitat connectivity, 
and incorporate appropriate control technologies and best management practices. 

Rationale for determination: 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is proposing to provide federal funding to the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians for the design, development, and installation of solar photovoltaic (PV) arrays and battery energy storage 
systems (BESS). Project activities would take place at four sites in Palm Springs, California, all on Tribal land. 

Site 1: Tribal Administration Plaza, 5401 Dinah Shore Drive, constructed in 2007. Project activities would consist of the 
installation of a 220 kilowatt (kW) PV system on the building roof and a BESS adjacent to the building. The BESS 
would be placed on a concrete pad in what is currently a parking lot, and would require excavation two to three feet 
deep. 

Site 2: Agua Caliente Casino Palm Springs, 401 East Amado Road, constructed in 2016. Project activities would 
consist of the installation of a 520 kW PV system on existing carport structures. The carports would be strengthened 
with structural bracing to sustain higher wind loading. 

Site 3: Tribal Gaming Commission, 960 Tahquitz Canyon Way, constructed in 1989. Project activities would consist of 
the installation of an 81 kW PV system on both existing and new carport structures, as well as the installation of a 
BESS. The new carports and BESS would be installed in existing parking areas. New carports would be placed on a 
concrete foundation and require approximately 500 square feet of excavation at a depth of four to six feet. The BESS 
would be placed on a 150 square foot concrete pad, requiring excavation two to three feet deep. 

Site 4: Tribal Courthouse, 980 Tahquitz Canyon Way, constructed in 1989. Project activities would consist of the 
installation of a 58 kW PV system on both existing and new carport structures, as well as the installation of a BESS. 
The new carports and BESS would be installed in existing parking areas. New carports would be placed on a concrete 
foundation and require approximately 300 square feet of excavation at a depth of four to six feet. The BESS would be 
placed on a 100 square foot concrete pad, requiring excavation two to three feet deep. 

All four sites would require the installation of inverters, electrical wiring, and conduit. In all cases, trenching for conduit 
would be no more than three feet in depth. The project is located entirely on previously developed Tribal lands; as 
such, all ground disturbance would occur in previously disturbed areas. Per correspondence received by DOE on 16 
June 2025, the Tribal Historic Preservation Office has no concerns regarding proposed project activities. 

All necessary permits would be obtained prior to commencing activities. Potential hazards include typical hazards 
associated with construction, mechanical, and electrical work. Award recipients would adhere to established health 
and safety policies and procedures when performing project work, and would observe all applicable federal, state, and 
local health, safety, and environmental regulations. 

DOE has considered the scale, duration, and nature of proposed activities to determine potential impacts on 
resources, including those of an ecological, historical, cultural, and socioeconomic nature. DOE does not anticipate 
impacts on these resources which would be considered significant or require DOE to consult with other agencies or 
stakeholders. 

EERE is aware of the November 12, 2024, decision in Marin Audubon Society v. FAA, No. 23-1067 (D.C. Cir. Nov. 12, 
2024). To the extent that a court may conclude that the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations 
implementing NEPA are not judicially enforceable or binding on this agency action, EERE has nonetheless elected to 
follow those regulations at 40 C.F.R. Parts 1500-1508, in addition to DOE’s procedures/regulations implementing 
NEPA at 10 C.F.R. Part 1021, to meet the agency’s obligations under NEPA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq. 

NEPA PROVISION 

DOE has made a final NEPA determination. 

Include the following condition in the financial assistance agreement: 



  

  

 

 

Should archaeological materials be observed during project activities, all work in the immediate vicinity shall stop, and 
the area shall be secured. The appropriate State and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Office and the DOE Project Officer 
shall be contacted immediately in order to help assess the situation and determine how to preserve the resource(s). 
Compliance with all applicable laws pertaining to archaeological resources is required. 

Notes: 

Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs 
NEPA review completed by Andrew McClellan, 1 July 2025 

FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATIONS 

The proposed action (or the part of the proposal defined in the Rationale above) fits within a class of actions that is listed in 
Appendix A or B to 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D. To fit within the classes of actions listed in 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, 
Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit 
requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or Executive Orders; (2) require siting and 
construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal 
may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; (3) disturb hazardous 
substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum and natural gas products that preexist in the environment such 
that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4) have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally 
sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B; (5) 
involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless 
the proposed activity would be contained or confined in a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release into the 
environment and conducted in accordance with applicable requirements, such as those listed in paragraph B(5) of 10 CFR Part 1021, 
Subpart D, Appendix B. 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects 
of the proposal. 

The proposed action has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion. This proposal is not connected to other 
actions with potentially significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7)), and is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211 concerning 
limitations on actions during preparation of an environmental impact statement. 

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM CONSTITUTES A RECORD OF THIS DECISION. 

NEPA Compliance Officer Signature:  Nicole Serio 
NEPA Compliance Officer 

Date: 7/2/2025 

FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMINATION 

Field Office Manager review required 

BASED ON MY REVIEW I CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE NCO : 

Field Office Manager's Signature: Date: 
Field Office Manager 

Field Office Manager review not required 




