
1U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY       OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

State Energy Office

Buddy Justice…       buddy.justice@la.gov

Louis McArthur…   louis.mcarthur@la.gov

Office #…225-342-1399

LOUISIANA’S 

APPROACH 

TO NEPA



2U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY       OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA

NEPA Determination Case Studies

• Falls within the Bounded Categories

• Falls outside of the Bounded Categories
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

• List of the Bounded Categories

1) Administrative activities associated with management of the designated State Energy Office and management of programs and strategies to encourage energy

efficiency and renewable energy, including energy audits

2) Development and implementation of programs and strategies to encourage energy efficiency and renewable energy. 

3) Funding energy efficiency upgrades, provided the projects apply the restrictions of each state's programmatic agreement with SHPO, and are limited to 

a) installation of insulation;

b) installation of energy efficient lighting;

c) HVAC upgrades (to existing systems);

d) weather sealing;

e) purchase and installation of ENERGY STAR appliances (such as but not limited to;   

furnaces and air conditioners)

f) replacement of windows and doors; and

g) high efficiency shower/faucet upgrade

4) Installation of onsite renewable energy technology, such as solar powered appliances and biomass heating systems. 

5) Development, implementation, and installation of onsite renewable energy technologies that generates electricity from renewable resources, provided that projects are

limited to:

a) Solar Electricity/Photovoltaic - appropriately sized system or unit on existing rooftops and parking shade structures; or a 60kW system or smaller unit installed on the 

ground within the boundaries of an existing facility. 

b) Wind Turbine - 20kW or smaller. 

c) Solar Thermal (including solar thermal hot water) - Systems must be 20kW or smaller. 

d) Ground Source Heat Pump - 5.5 tons of capacity or smaller, horizontal/vertical, ground, closed-loop system. 

e) Combined heat and Power System - boilers sized appropriately for the buildings in which they are located. 

f) Biomass Thermal - 3MMbtus per hour or smaller system with appropriate Best Available Controls Technology (BACT) installed and operated. 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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6) Development, implementation, and installation of energy efficient or renewable energy-powered emergency systems (lighting, cooling, heat, shelter) installed in 

existing buildings and facilities. 

7) Installation of alternative fueling pumps and systems for fuels such as compressed natural gas, hydrogen, ethanol, and other commercially available biofuels, (but not 

storage tanks) installed on the site of a current or former fueling station, or within a previously disturbed, or developed area within the boundaries of a facility managed by 

the owners of a vehicle fleet. 

8) Purchase of alternative fuel vehicles. 

9) Installation of electric vehicle charging stations installed on existing facilities. 

10) Development and implementation of training programs. 

11) Development and implementation of building codes and inspection services, and associated training and enforcement of such codes in order to support code. (A11) 

12) Implementing financial incentive programs such as rebates and energy savings performance contracts for existing facilities or for energy efficient equipment, provided 

that the incentives are not so large that they would be deemed to be grants that create projects that would not otherwise exist. (Dependent on technology)

NEPA Determination Case Studies

• List of the Bounded Categories (cont’d)

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

• Falls outside of the Bounded Categories 

1) Everything else

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

• Falls within the Bounded Categories

• Falls outside of the Bounded Categories

Whether in a Bounded or Non-Bounded Category, 

we treat all projects systematically the same

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

• Falls within the Bounded Categories

• Falls outside of the Bounded Categories

NEPA Process

Flowchart

Affectionately known as:

“Diana Heyder’s

NEPA 101 Flow Chart”

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #1

The proposed project included lighting 

efficiency upgrades to both exterior & 

interior existing lighting fixtures and bulbs

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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3) Funding energy efficiency upgrades, provided the projects apply the restrictions of each state's programmatic agreement with SHPO, and are limited to: 

a) installation of insulation;

b) installation of energy efficient lighting;

c) HVAC upgrades (to existing systems);

d) weather sealing;

e) purchase and installation of ENERGY STAR appliances (such as but not limited to;   

furnaces and air conditioners)

f) replacement of windows and doors; and

g) high efficiency shower/faucet upgrade

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #1

The proposed project included lighting 

efficiency upgrades to both exterior & 

interior existing lighting fixtures and bulbs

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

The proposed project included lighting 

efficiency upgrades to both exterior & 

interior existing lighting fixtures and bulbs

This work falls within the Bounded Category #3

a) installation of energy efficient lighting;

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Provide a Google Earth print out of the project location 

that shows its relationship to known landmarks

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Take pics of the existing types of exterior 

lighting fixtures to be replaced

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Take pics of the existing types of interior 

lighting fixtures to be replaced

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Diana’s

NEPA Flow Chart 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY
LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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Include… 

-Who

-What

-How

-Where

CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Describe project activity

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Diana’s

NEPA Flow Chart 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Describe what Bounded 

Category the project falls under

Includes looking at things 

such as (in LA):

-Flood Plain maps

-SHPO approval

-Wetlands restrictions

-Bird & Wildlife Refuge

-Estuary impacts

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Insert a copy of the 

e-mail request HERE

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Insert a copy of the 

e-mail response HERE

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Entered into the NEPA Log on 7/21/17 

Enter the date HERE

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

NEPA Log

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #1

BOUNDED CATEGORY

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“University of New Orleans…Lighting Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Entered into the NEPA Log on 7/21/17 

Enter proposed 

start date HERE

Proposed Start Date  11/30/17

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

• Falls within the Bounded Categories

• Falls outside of the Bounded Categories

Whether in a Bounded or Non-Bounded Category, 

we treat all projects systematically the same way

REMEMBER

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

The proposed project included replacement of

existing inefficient fixed capacity pumps and motors 

with VFD high efficiency pumps and motors

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

This work does not fall within any of the Bounded Categories

The proposed project included replacement of

existing inefficient fixed capacity pumps and motors 

with VFD high efficiency pumps and motors

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

Provide a Google Earth print out of the project location 

that shows its relationship to known landmarks

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

Additional Google 

Earth shots showing 

the project’s relative 

location can also be 

helpful for making 

the NEPA Determination

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

Take pics of the existing equipment that is to 

be replaced labeled with as much information 

about the proposed project as possible 

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

NEPA SURVEY  OF 

PROPOSED PROJECT

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Diana’s

NEPA Flow Chart 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Describe project activity

Include… 

-Who

-What

-How

-Where

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Diana’s

NEPA Flow Chart 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Information that may help 

with the evaluation for the 

NEPA Determination 

Includes looking at things 

such as (in LA):

-Floodplain maps

-SHPO approval

-Wetlands restrictions

-Bird & Wildlife Refuge

-Estuary impacts

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #2

EQ 1
(21 pages)

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Include a copy of 

the completed EQ-1

Includes looking at things 

such as (in LA):

-Floodplain maps

-SHPO approval

-Wetlands restrictions

-Bird & Wildlife Refuge

-Estuary impacts

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

https://www.eere-pmc.energy.gov/NEPA.aspx

Once you have created your PMC login account

GOTO:

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA



41U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY       OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY

CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Insert a copy the 

automatic e-mail 

response HERE

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

NEPA Determination File Name:

CoK_Lift Sta_NEPA_8/20/17

Insert a copy of the e-mail 

response from DOE & the 

Filename for the attached

NEPA Determination

HERE

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #2

D.O.E.

NEPA

DETERMINATION

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

Entered into the NEPA Log on 8/24/17 

Enter the date HERE

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

NEPA Determination File Name:

CoK_Lift Sta_NEPA_8/20/17

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Log

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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CASE STUDY #2

NEPA Determination Case Studies

“City of Kenner…Sewerage Lift Station Pump Efficiency 

Upgrade Project”

OUTSIDE THE BOUNDED 

CATEGORIES

Enter proposed start 

date HERE

Proposed Start Date  11/30/17

NEPA Determination File Name:

CoK_Lift Sta_NEPA_8/20/17

Entered into the NEPA Log on 8/24/17 

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA
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QUESTIONS

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

State Energy Office

Buddy Justice…       buddy.justice@la.gov

Louis McArthur…   louis.mcarthur@la.gov

Office #… 225-342-1399225-342-1399

LOUISIANA’S APPROACH TO NEPA


