
Spokane Indian Housing 
Authority
Solar Projects

1



Tribes in the State of 
Washington 



History 
Spokane Indian Housing Authority? 
• Established in 1972 By the Spokane Tribe and HUD.
• The Children of the Sun Solar Initiative started in 2018 
through the Spokane Indian Housing Authority (SIHA).
Projects
• First Project was a joint project with the Spokane Tribe 
and Spokane Indian Housing Authority, 640kW on a 
combination of 32 Public and Residential buildings.
• Second project and current project is the Spokane 
Reservation Residential Solar Energy Project, 699kW on 119 
SIHA managed low-income rental homes. AKA, COSSI-2.0.



Project Objectives COSSI-2.0
1) Design, build and operate 

approximately 699 kW of 
solar PV  serving 119 Tribal 
Residences.

2) Provide an estimated 24,440 
MWh of electricity over the 
Project’s life to Residences. 

3) Provide 6 local Tribal 
members with construction 
and operation and 
maintenance (O&M) training.

4) Create 2 permanent 
positions for administration 
and O&M. 



History COSSI-2.0 
Prior to European colonization, the land we now call the United States was indigenized, it was influenced and 
actively managed by its original inhabitants Native Americans who were both the first farmers and the first land 
stewards. The indigenized systems that was in place developed over thousands of years, were discarded. 

1) Reduce Tribal and SIHA managed homes energy costs. 
2) Work to achieve energy independence using clean energy 
technologies.
3) Provide beneficial training and jobs for Tribal members.
4) Increase the resiliency of the electrical grid on the Spokane 
Reservation.
5) Become a leader in reliable clean energy deployment and 
encourage other Tribal communities to do the same.



COSSI-2.0 Funding
about the Project Funding.

• Total DOE funds: $2,529,474: to be used for the 
project and for prepayment of PPA with the Tax 
Credit Investor ($2,521,242) also for travel 
($8,232) 

• Cost Share Reduction: $843,158
• SIHA Chose to use the FY22 ARP IHBG 

Abbreviated Indian Housing Plan instead of a 
Tax Credit Investor.

• $843,549 Match needed approvals from the 
Funding Agency, NAHASDA: stands for Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self 
Determination Act. 



Project Specifics 
& Locations
The Project Consists of 119 
homes in 4 communities on the 
Spokane Reservation.
 
• The Martha Boardman area also 
located on the East side of the 
Spokane Reservation, 64 Homes
• The McCoy Lake site located on 
the West side of the Spokane 
Reservation, 24 Homes



Project Specifics, & Locations The Project Consists of 
119 homes in 4 
communities on the 
Spokane Reservation.
• The New House Lane site 
located on the East side of the 
Spokane Reservation, 25 
Homes
• The Sherwood Loop site 
located in Wellpinit the Center 
of the Spokane Reservation, 6 
Homes



Focus on the Maintenance of 
the 151 installs to date. 
29 Homes with Solar, what energy they produced as of 10/12.



Maintenance of  151 installs.



Solar O&M Manager Plan
• The Sample O&M Plan was modeled after NREL sample 
plan. SIHA plans to use the SolarEdge and Enphase Dashboard 
Apps to monitor the systems needing immediate attention. 



Enphase Enlighten Manager 
• Current Homes on the Enphase Dashboard that are currently producing 
energy and not all are working correctly, snapshot on October 18, 2023 



Continue the Maintenance in 
a Rural setting. 
• We are currently using Solar Edge and 
Enphase components.
• Inverters and microinverters
• Where an there is an internet connection, 
we can use Wi-Fi to monitor the systems.
• SIHA’s contract states Grid Alternatives will 
provide the training for the installation and 
the maintenance of the systems.
• SIHA has the funding for maintenance for 
the first 5-years, but we still need to develop a 
plan to fund product and personnel for future 
maintenance when the warranty is up.



Solar Edge, Production
Training Day



MB On Site Training for the Local crew



MB On Site Training for the Local crew



MB Completed product on a Duplex



MB Completed product on Single Family



Moving forward, SIHA and their stake 
holders feel pretty good about the project. 
The Spokane Indian Housing Authority had the opportunities and circumstance to make these past 
projects a reality due to the funding opportunities and from assistance of professional partners that 
belong to organizations like DOE office of Indian Energy who are willing to assist those who need 
direction to move forward with energy projects that will reduce the energy burden and preserve our 
planet for our youth.

1) We want to thank DOE, Office of Indian Energy.
2) Godfrey and Kahn Attorneys.
3) Grid Alternatives, Tribal Program.



Questions & Answers

Invite questions from the perceptive audience.

Contact:
clyde@spokaneiha.com

mailto:clyde@spokaneiha.com
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