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Background: Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy



DMI: Structured to Maximize Farmer Investment

United Dairy Industry 
Association
(UDIA, established 1971)

16 state and regional promotion 
organizations
44 UDIA board members elected 
through co-ops

National Dairy Research 
& Promotion Board
(NDB, established 1983)

37 National board members are 
nominated by the dairy 
community, appointed by the 
Secretary of Agriculture



The Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy works across the dairy 
community to 

• Align on pre-competitive priorities, 

• Advance an industry-wide sustainability/social responsibility platform, 
and

• Speak with a unified voice about the good work of farmers and 
the dairy community





U.S. dairy is an 
environmental 
solution

By 2050, U.S. dairy 
collectively commits to:

Achieve greenhouse gas (GHG) neutrality

Optimize water use while maximizing 
recycling

Improve water quality by optimizing 
utilization of manure and nutrients



FOR FIELD AND FARM FOR PROCESSORS

GHG CIRCULARITY WATER

Processor Working Group
Led by the Innovation Center, a working group of 
more than 60 participants representing over 30 
processing organizations convenes regularly and 

engages in facility-focused workstreams.

Net Zero Initiative
A collaboration of dairy organizations to advance 

research, on-farm pilots and new market 
development to make sustainability practices 
more accessible and affordable to farms of all 
sizes –  an essential first phase to accelerate 

progress toward the 2050 goals.

FEED ENTERIC 
METHANE ENERGYMANURE

STRATEGIES TO REACH OUR 2050 GOALS
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Industry Collaboration & Guidance
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Processor Working Group Resources

Freely available at: usdairy.com/research-resources



GHG Reduction Opportunities Guidance

Scope 1 & 2 Reduction Guidance
 Heating, ventilation and air conditioning  Lighting

 Boiler, steam and condensate systems  Compressed air systems

 Hydraulic systems  Material handling and conveying systems

 Motors and drives  Pasteurization process

 Pumps and fans  Refrigeration and process cooling

 Hauling and distribution fleet  Renewable energy options

Scope 3 Reduction Guidance
 Packaging  Waste

 Supply chain collaboration and 
interventions

 Carbon markets
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Measuring, Reporting, and Managing GHG Emissions



U.S. dairy’s social responsibility pledge to 
consumers, customers and other 
stakeholders
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The U.S. Dairy Stewardship Commitment

Demonstrates and documents how 
U.S. Dairy: 

 Responsibly produces milk and dairy products

 Brings value to the communities we serve

 Acts transparently and meets globally accepted 
standards
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U.S. Dairy Stewardship Commitment

Agri-Mark
Agropur
Associated Milk Producers
Bel Brands
California Dairies, Inc.
Cayuga Milk Ingredients
Chobani
Cumberland Dairy
Darigold
Dairy Farmers of America
Foremost Farms
First District Association
Franklin Foods
General Mills
Glanbia Nutritionals
Grande Cheese
Great Lakes Cheese
Great Lakes Milk Producers

36 ADOPTING COMPANIES TO DATE
Hilmar Cheese
HP Hood
Idaho Milk Products
Kroger
Leprino Foods
Land O’ Lakes
Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Milk Specialties Global
Prairie Farms
Proliant Dairy
Pursue Happiness/CLA Spruce Haven LLC
Select Milk Producers
Schreiber Foods
Southeast Milk 
Tillamook
United Dairymen of Arizona
Valley Queen Cheese

>75% of U.S. milk 
production
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Stewardship Commitment Processor Metrics



5,800+ 
companies 
committed
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Built on GHG Protocol



NATIONAL 
AGGREGATED 
REPORTING

 Stewardship Commitment companies measure, report, and verify energy and GHG emissions data for 
each processing facility

 Dairy Processor Handbook provides step-by-step guidance on how to measure and report metrics

 Third-party administrator validates data across all companies, and creates company-wide reports, 
helping to identify energy and GHG emissions hotspots 

 Company reports are blindly aggregated into a national level report each year
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The Processor Stewardship Reporting Tool
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Dairy Processing Decarbonization Case Studies
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Thank You!

usdairy.com/commitment

eric.hassel@dairy.org
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