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Vision: A fully traceable food system enabled by interoperable digital solutions accessible to all.
Mission: Engaging food system stakeholders in their traceability journey through applied research, 
capacity building, advocacy, system design and implementation.
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A History of GFTC’s Engagement in Traceability
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FDA Task Order: 
FSMA 204 Pilots

2008

IFT Establishes 
CTE/KDE 
Terminology 

2009

Foundational FDA 
Traceability Report 
Released

2012

Global Food 
Traceability Center 
Officially Founded

2013

Global Dialogue on 
Seafood 
Traceability 
Initiated

2017

GFTC Launches -  
Demystifying 
Traceability course

2019

GFTC completes 
Leafy Greens 
Traceability Pilots 

2020

GFTC Contributes 
Comments to FDA 
Proposed 
Traceability Rule

2021

GFTC begins 
building suite of 
FDA Food 
Traceability Rule 
related resources

2022

GFTC Releases FDA 
Commissioned 
Low/No Cost Report

2023



The Need for Decarbonization
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Decarbonization – A Fragmented Approach to Data 
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How Does Your Company 
Inventory GHG Emissions?

• As measured by what and how?
• How complete is your data?
• How are you receiving data from suppliers?
• How are you sharing data with customers?
• Can you validate or verify data?



Decarbonization – Benefits of a Standardized Approach to Data
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Collective Understanding
 Universally defines what 

data is required to 
measure decarbonization

Communication 
Gets everyone speaking 

the same “language”

Benchmarking
Sets a baseline for 

achieving compliance

Guidance
Provides a “north star” for 

all to follow



Barriers to Standardization
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Barriers to 
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Coordination

Trust and 
Transparency

Need for 
implementation 

support
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software 
investments



Decarbonization – Benefits of a Standardized Approach
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Decarbonization

Better 
production 
practices

More efficient 
supply chains

Reduced waste

Technological 
innovations

Supportive 
Regulations

Shared 
resources, 
knowledge 

exchange, and 
accelerated 

progress.



Community Approach
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Private Sector Regulators
NGOs, 

Academia, and 
Multilaterals

Technology 
Solutions & 
Equipment 

Manufacturers

Who needs to be involved in 
setting these data standards?



Data Standardization Initiatives are Underway
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“If you want to go fast, go 
alone. If you want to go far, 
go together.”



Thank You

Blake Harris
Technical Director, GFTC
bharris@ift.org
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