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Notes synthesizing keys points, insights and questions from the meeting can be found here: Box Link

Meeting Notes

https://app.box.com/s/r1oqwfokn06vookzk3ddnteu7xcqrlgy


























































FERC Office of Public Participation

Nicole Sitaraman, Acting Director

i2X Solution e-Xchange-Equity and Energy Justice: Collecting and Considering Feedback in 
Public Policy – July 19, 2023

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



Disclaimer

The views expressed herein are my own, and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 

individual Commissioners, or other Commission or OPP staff 
members.  Nothing herein should be viewed as a prediction of how 

the Commission will act on any matter. 
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Creation of the Office of Public Participation
(1978 – 2021)

Enabling Statute:  Section 319 of the Federal 
Power Act, 16 U.S.C. § 825q-1.  

This section of the statute was added in 1978 

but OPP was established in 2021.

Specific authority:  

• The Director shall coordinate assistance to 

the public with respect to authorities 

exercised by the Commission. 

• The Director shall also coordinate assistance 

available to persons intervening or 

participating or proposing to intervene or 

participate in proceedings before the 

Commission.
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OPP Mission: To empower, 
promote, and support 
public voices at the Federal 
Energy Regulatory 
Commission

• Engage with the public through 
direct outreach and education

• Public liaison for procedural 
information

• Coordinates with other FERC 
offices to improve 
responsiveness to the public
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What are OPP’s Priorities?

Constituent Support

 

Outreach

Education & Technical Assistance

Communications

Metrics of Success

Collaboration with FERC leadership and 
staff
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Who are OPP’s Constituents?
• Pursuant to a FERC report submitted 

to Congress in June 2021 which 
reflected substantial public comment 
during the OPP formation process, 
OPP has targeted its outreach to:

• Environmental Justice 
Communities

• Tribal Citizens and NGOs
• Landowners
• Consumer Advocates
• Environmental Advocates

• However, OPP has also consistently 
engaged with:

• State and local officials
• Academia and think tanks
• Small, community-based energy 

business groups
• Large energy industry groups
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OPP is Designed to Facilitate Participation, 
Not to be an Advocacy Office

• OPP is not the FERC version of a state consumer advocacy office.  

• No interventions in or appeals of FERC proceedings.

• OPP may opine in internal FERC policy discussions impacting public 
participation and as to system changes (such as the software systems that 
enable comments, intervention, and information access), but not in contested 
proceedings.

• We are developing resources and educational materials to enable members of 
the public, including under-represented constituencies and those unfamiliar 
with FERC processes, to participate and bring their voices forward at FERC.
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Sample List of OPP Inquiries

• Concerns about possible LNG facility 
or gas pipeline in their community

• Landowner calls on property 
restoration issues

• Requests for guidance on filings 
intervention/rehearing/comment

• Jurisdiction questions or non-
jurisdictional items (ability to pay 
bills, local utility wants to site X, state 
energy programs, etc.)

• Interconnection challenges
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OPP is Bringing FERC to People and 
People to FERC

• IEI Tribal Energy Equity Summit, St. Paul, 
MN 

• Scoping Meeting in Rainbow City, AL

• FERC Commissioner-led Environmental 
Justice Visit in Port Arthur, TX and Lake 
Charles, LA

• FERC New England Winter Gas-Electric 
Forum

• OPP-led Environmental Justice Visit in 
New Orleans, LA and Plaquemines 
Parish, LA

• Public Comment Meetings in 
Petersburg/Chesapeake/Emporia, VA
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Email: OPP@ferc.gov | Phone: (202) 502-6595
Twitter: @FERC_OPP 

 IG: @ferc_opp 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/OPP.FERC

mailto:OPP@ferc.gov


California’s Disadvantaged 

Communities Advisory Group (DACAG)
Stephanie Chen, Founding Member
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California’s DACAG - Formation

• Created by statute in 2015 (SB 350)

• Advise the CA PUC and Energy Commission

• Representatives from identified communities:

• Environmental Justice

• Tribal

• Low Income Communities and Customers
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DACAG 

Equity 
Framework

Broadly applicable energy 
and non-energy principles:

• Health & Safety

• Access & Education

• Financial Benefits

• Economic Development

• Consumer Protection
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Recommendations & Lessons Learned

• Grasstops expertise

• Grassroots expertise

• Investing in grassroots expertise

• Translation and implementation
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Solar Stewards leverages the investment of the 
private sector in renewable energy to fund 
equitable climate action and restorative justice.



Who We Are

Solar Stewards creates 

opportunities for sustainable 

change in renewable markets 

through facilitating the partnership 

between private-sector leaders 

and local community-serving 

organizations.

The mission of Solar Stewards is to help 

foster equitable energy transition within 

the energy sector through climate 

action and restorative justice.

A Social Enterprise Based in Atlanta, GA



Solar Stewards creates the opportunity for 
an equitable energy transition in helping 
corporations purchase Social RECs™ from 
Community Partners, suppliers of green 
energy that have a beneficial impact in 
the local community. 

Climate Action + 
Environmental 
Justice

What is an Historically Excluded Community?

Historically excluded communities have experienced 
systemic oppression and the denial of societal 
privileges, thus resulting in social, educational, and 
economic disadvantages. 



“A Renewable Energy Credit is 
a market-based instrument 
that represents the property 
rights to the environmental, 
social, and other non-power 
attributes of renewable 
electricity generation”

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit Amet, Consectetur Adipiscing Elit, Sed Do

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 

ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit

What are 
Renewable 
Energy Credits?

The owner of a solar system, or any renewable 
source, can receive one Renewable Energy Credit 
(REC) for every 1,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) or 
1-megawatt hour (MWh) of solar electricity 
produced by their system. 

That credit or certificate can then be registered and 
sold - generating additional revenue for the system 
owner, or in the case of Social RECs™, directly to our 
Community Partners.

Solar produces 
both renewable 
energy and RECs

RECs are registered 
on a registry to 
ensure authenticity

RECs can be sold to 
corporates or 
utilities

The revenue from 
the sale of the RECs 
is realized
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Through Solar Stewards Program, our 
Climate Stewards, or renewable 
energy buyers, have the distinct 
opportunity to source renewable 
energy credits (RECs) from 
organizations and projects that 
directly benefit historically excluded 
communities, and those on the front 
lines of climate change.

CLIMATE STEWARDS TRIPLE THE IMPACT

• Registered, purchased, and retired like traditional RECs

• Visible branding, community relations, and marketing 
value

• Meets multiple Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), 
Environmental Social Governance (ESG), and Diversity 
Equity Inclusion (DEI) goals

• Speaks to multiple UN Sustainable Development Goals

• Economic and environmental impact of clean, 
affordable solar power lasts for generations

• Exclusively available in the Solar Stewards Marketplace

Social RECs™

Renewable Energy Credits 
with Social Impact

The Key to Equitable Climate Action



TIER ONE TIER TWO TIER THREE

RESTORATIVE JUSTICEBASIC ACCESS COMMUNITY VALUE

Social RECs™ are priced at a rate 
and term that allows a stalled or 
economically challenged project in 
an historically excluded community 
to be realized.  

Social REC revenue allows for the 
value stacking of social benefits 
such as workforce training, STEAM 
curriculum, and storage-ready 
applications.

Utilizing existing equity metrics, 
Social REC revenue addresses 
damages incurred by generations 
of systemic oppression, and the 
costs of climate mitigation.

How Social RECs™ Work
Through our unique model, we combine both environmental and social 
attributes to help committed private-sector leaders make strategic 
clean energy commitments that also directly benefit historically 
excluded communities and those most vulnerable to climate change.



Community 
Benefit
Agreements

JOIN US!
● Green banks

● Workforce 
development 
providers

● Distributed 
generation 
solar 
developers

● Minority 
businesses

● Women 
owned 
businesses

● Educators

● Affordable 
housing 
developers

● Non-profits, 
NGOs and 
Social 
enterprise

Solar Stewards connects organizations fostering 
equity in their local communities and those involved 
in the deployment of renewable energy to capture 
community-led impact initiatives.

These community 
determined social 
impact initiatives 
are then used to 
craft a Community 
Benefit Agreement.

Solar Stewards 
administers this 
CBA process.



Ingrained in Solar Stewards is a dynamic 
approach to equity that solves not only for the 
injustices of the past, but the opportunities of the 
future.    

Distributed energy resources (DERs) provide an 
opportunity for traditionally marginalized 
communities to leap-frog into the  future of 
energy and grid services. 

With FERC Order 2222, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) signaled to the 
marketplace the importance of DERs within the 
broader grid infrastructure.  Solar Stewards is 
working to ensure these “smart” assets are 
developed and are serving historically excluded 
communities with the capability to interact with 
grid networks, producing resiliency and 
opportunities for additional revenue streams.  
     

Creating an 
Inclusive Future



Thank You

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit Amet, Consectetur Adipiscing Elit

For further information on any aspects of the 

Solar Stewards Program please contact:
Dana Clare Redden
Founder, CEO
dana@solarstewards.net

www.solarstewards.net

Connect with Us
Solar Energy for Social Good

mailto:dana@solarconcierge.com


Thank You
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit Amet, Consectetur Adipiscing Elit

Solar Stewards equips communities to 
the future of energy 

JOIN US

Thank You
Solar Energy for Social Good
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