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Housekeeping

• This session is being recorded

• Slides and a link to the recording will be made available 

online after the event

• Please put questions for panelists and moderators in the 

Q&A



NATIONAL COMMUNITY SOLAR PARTNERSHIP  | U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N E R G Y 3

Welcome & 

Introductions

In the chat, please feel encouraged to share 

your name, organization, and why you’re joining 

this conversation about increasing resilience
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Webinar Agenda

Time (ET) Topic Presenter

2:00 – 2:05
Welcome & National Community 

Solar Partnership Overview
Allie Robins, U.S. Department of Energy

2:05 – 2:20 Overview: Resilience
Moderator: Seth Mullendore, Clean Energy 

Group

2:20 – 2:40
Project & Program Highlights: 

Increased Resilience

Dan Orzech, Oregon Clean Power Cooperative

Ingemar Mathiasson, Northwest Arctic Borough

Ben Paulos, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab

2:40 – 3:10 Panel Discussion and Q&A Panelists & Moderator

3:10 – 3:15 Closing & Staying Engaged Allie Robins, U.S. Department of Energy
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National Community 

Solar Partnership 

Overview
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Community Solar Opportunity

• Half of all households and businesses 

cannot host a solar PV system on their 

roof, due to:

– Solar Potential

– Insufficient Roof Space (e.g., high rise)

– Roof Ownership/Tenancy

Across the United States:

• <10% of electricity is generated by solar

• <5% of all solar electricity is generated by 

community solar

• <1% of all community solar is mandated or 

incentivized to serve low- to moderate-

income households
Sources: EIA, SEIA, NREL, NREL (unpublished) 

Community Solar as a Percentage of Total U.S. Energy 
Generation

Non-solar All solar Community solar LI community solar
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The National Community Solar Partnership

Sharing the Sun is a market 

trends annual report that is 

managed by the National 

Renewable Energy 

Laboratory (NREL) through 

NCSP; partner commitments 

are tracked to the program 

and its goal, and program 

evaluation is done to 

determine success.

Partners can access an online 

community platform, virtual/

in-person meetings, webinars 

and other tools to engage with 

DOE, National Labs, and each 

other to support community 

solar development.

Our technical assistance program, led by the Lawrence Berkeley 

National Laboratory, ensures that our partners have access to 

resources and direct technical assistance from DOE, National Labs, 

and third-party subject-matter experts to support local challenges.

https://data.nrel.gov/submissions/185
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/join-national-community-solar-partnership
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/join-national-community-solar-partnership
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/technical-assistance-opportunities
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• Main activities of the NCSP
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Meaningful Benefits of Community Solar

• Provide a reduction in 

electricity bills for 

residential 

subscribers to a 

project

GREATER 
HOUSEHOLD 

SAVINGS

• Include subscribers 

from low- to 

moderate-income 

(LMI) households

LMI HOUSEHOLD 
ACCESS

• Include the capability 

to deliver power to 

households and/or 

critical facilities 

during a grid outage 

or strengthen grid 

operations

RESILIENCE AND 
GRID BENEFITS

• Local community 

members, 

subscribers, or local 

community 

organizations own or 

have equity in the 

project

• Other wealth-building 

strategies

COMMUNITY 
OWNERSHIP

• Support prevailing 

wages and pre-

apprenticeship 

and apprenticeship 

programming

• Ensure women-

and minority-

owned businesses 

have equitable 

opportunity

Justice40 Priority 7: 
Increase Energy Resiliency

Justice40 Priority 1: 
Reduce Energy Burden

Justice40 Priority 3: 
Increase Clean Energy Parity

Justice40 Priority 8: 
Increase Energy Democracy

Justice40 Priority 6: 
Increase Clean Energy Jobs

WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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2022 Sunny Awards for Equitable Community Solar

$100,000 Prize
Recognize community solar projects and 

programs that employ or develop best practices 

to increase equitable access to the meaningful 

benefits of community solar

Meaningful Benefits Categories
• Greater Household Savings

• Low- to Moderate-income Household Access

• Resilience and Grid Benefits 

• Community Ownership

• Equitable Workforce Development

• Innovation Category: Community Engagement

• Innovation Category: Impact
2023 Sunny Awards are open now!

Up to $200,000 in Prizes

Applications due July 14th

2022 Grand Prize Projects & Programs 

serve 7,300 Low- to Moderate-Income 

Households
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Clean Energy Group
Seth Mullendore
President and Executive Director



Building with Benefits: 

Increased Resilience

Seth Mullendore
President and Executive Director

Clean Energy Group

U.S. Department of Energy National Community Solar Partnership
Meaningful Benefits as a Foundation for Equitable Community Solar Webinar Series

June 7, 2023



Clean Energy Group (CEG) works at the forefront 
of clean energy innovation to accelerate an 
equitable and inclusive transition to a resilient, 
sustainable, clean energy future.

Visit www.cleanegroup.org to learn more about 
our current initiatives, recent publications, and 
upcoming events. 

http://www.cleanegroup.org/


Accelerating the equitable development of solar and energy storage technologies in 
marginalized and underserved communities through:

• preparing and disseminating information and 
resources

• advancing inclusive policies and programs

• technical assistance to community-serving 
organizations

• community energy resilience capacity 
building





Estación de Bomberos Juan Muñiz Saldivia
Rincon, Puerto Rico





MCKNIGHT LANE

SOLAR: 6 kW
STORAGE: 6 kWh
RESILIENCE: Lighting, heating and 
cooling, ventilation, refrigeration



MAYCROFT APARTMENTS

SOLAR: 64.2 kW
STORAGE: 56 kWh
RESILIENCE: Refrigeration, fans, 
microwave, lighting, TV, outlets



SOLAR: 2.5 MW
STORAGE: 3.4 MWh
RESILIENCE: Rutland City High 
School

STAFFORD HILL SOLAR FARM
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Oregon Clean Power 

Cooperative
Dan Orzech
General Manager



6/8/2023















Valley View Community Solar





January 26, 1700





“…everything west of Interstate 5 will be toast.”

Ken Murphy

FEMA Regional Administrator



“…FEMA projects that nearly thirteen thousand 

people will die in the Cascadia earthquake and 

tsunami. Another twenty-seven thousand will be 

injured, and the agency expects that it will need 

to provide shelter for a million displaced people, 

and food and water for another two and a half  

million.”







After Sandy, gas lines stretch for 
miles
by Aaron Smith and Tony Maglio @CNNMoney

November 1, 2012: 1:09 PM ET

New Jersey residents waited in line at a Getty gas station in 

Sayreville on Oct. 31 to try and keep their generators running -

their only source of  power in the wake of  Superstorm Sandy.

https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=CNNMoney


Quake Could Threaten 90 Percent Of
Oregon Fuel Supply
by Tony Schick OPB/EarthFix Sept. 27, 2015











6/8/2023
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Northwest Arctic Borough
Ingemar Mathiasson
NAB Energy Manager

































































NATIONAL COMMUNITY SOLAR PARTNERSHIP  | U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N E R G Y 78

Lawrence Berkeley

National Lab
Ben Paulos



Resilient Solar for Critical Facilities

• EBCE serves Oakland, Fremont, Stockton, etc.

• Critical facilities: fire, police, shelters, health, 
communications, etc.

• EBCE surveyed sites, did pre-engineering, and 
made a standard PPA = more bidders, lower 
cost

• For cities: no upfront costs, no new 
procurement or maintenance expertise 
required, and energy bill certainty -- with 
reliable backup power during grid outages 
thrown in for free.



Scalable
• Phase 1:  solar and storage on 30 city-owned critical facilities in four cities.  3.1 

MW of solar and 6.2 MWh of battery storage

• Phase 2: 50-100 microgrids in Oakland, Emeryville, Livermore, and Pleasanton

• Applied for $30 million grant from the DOE Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnerships (GRIP) program

• ebce.org/resilient-facilities
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Discussion + Q&A
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Building with Benefits Webinar Series

GREATER HOUSEHOLD SAVINGS: Monday, May 22nd 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

LMI HOUSEHOLD ACCESS: Wednesday, May 31st 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

RESILIENCE AND GRID BENEFITS: Wednesday, June 7th 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP: *NEW DATE* Tuesday, July 25th 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP:

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
& INNOVATION:

Wednesday, July 5th 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

Wednesday, July 12th 2:00 – 3:15 p.m. (ET)

REGISTER

REGISTER

REGISTER

SLIDES & 
RECORDING

SLIDES & 
RECORDING

SLIDES & 
RECORDING

https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://nrel.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItd-6trDkrGnhCeWVn4ovmhJsp3ViSnbw
https://nrel.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItf-uorjMuHVujI6ES4s-VlY-xsX9jwcI
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
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2023 Sunny Awards for Equitable Community Solar

• NCSP launched the 2023 Sunny Awards

on April 20, 2023 to recognize 

community solar programs and projects 

that include meaningful benefits

• Up to five $10,000 Grand Prize Winners 

and up to 30 additional $2,500 Sunny 

Finalize Awards and up to 15 $5,000 

Meaningful Benefits/Engagement Awards

Apply by July 14, 5pm ET! Applicants can receive recognition for programs that include:

LMI access, household savings, resilience and grid benefits, community 

ownership, workforce development, equitable community engagement, 

and innovation

https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/2023-sunny-awards-equitable-community-solar
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Looking Forward

Join the Community Power Accelerator

Register to Join NCSP:

https://ncsp.solarinyourcommunity.org/registra

tions/groups/39758

Apply for the 2023 Sunny Awards for 

Equitable Community Solar

Register for 'Building with Benefits' 

Webinar Series

https://communitypower.energy.gov/
https://ncsp.solarinyourcommunity.org/registrations/groups/39758
https://ncsp.solarinyourcommunity.org/registrations/groups/39758
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/2023-sunny-awards-equitable-community-solar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/2023-sunny-awards-equitable-community-solar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/events
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/events
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Resources + Follow Up

DOE Resources Shared:

• NCSP Building with Benefits webinar series: https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-
meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar

• NCSP Community Power Accelerator: https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-power-
acceleratortm

• NCSP Sunny Awards: https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/sunny-awards-equitable-community-solar

https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/building-benefits-meaningful-benefits-foundation-equitable-community-solar-webinar
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-power-acceleratortm
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-power-acceleratortm
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/sunny-awards-equitable-community-solar
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