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Disclaimer

A scene from
the Cerro
Grande
Wildfire




Additionally....

You will never reach
your destination
if you stop and throw stones
at every dog that barks.

— Winston Churchill




\ A Prescribed Burn at Hanford




Background

1 months and 3 days later, the wildfire near

Hanford started.




Are these unintended Qutcomes from
the Moratorium on Prescribed Fires?
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Year of the Moratorium & Large
Wildfires at DOE Sites
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| Hanford with Off-Site
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The Hanford Wildfire

Command 24 Wildfire

both sides of the highway






DOE completed a Type B
Investigation to evaluate the planning
and response to the Hanford fire

* The lack of maintenance of defensible firebreaks along state
highways running through the Hanford Site allowed the fire
to spread




DOE/RL-1000-63
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Additional DOE Type B
Investigation Conclusions

defensible
firebreaks around facilities and storage areas and having roofing
systems for facilities that meet UL Class A and FM Class I roofing
requirements provided the highest degree of protection against

wildland fire
not not evaluate the spread of fire to

Benton City properties




Old Lab Facilities on ALE




Closer View




200 West Area




Benton City




Firebreak Obstacles:




The $108 Million Civil Suit

and two wrong full deaths*

* In addition to property loss, the suit claimed that the fire was also
responsible for two deaths. 1) A man who suffered burns when his
home was surrounded by fire, died several months later of heart
failure, and 2) a baby born, shortly after her mother
survived/evacuated the fire, died within hours due to
complications.







Lawsuit filed in
U.S. District Court, Eastern District Washington
Autery v. U.S.

DOE FPE to a DOE EM HQ FPE




A NEW PATH

Texas-El Pase hires
ex'WSU coach Mike Price
@5 new head coach.

Seomts, C1

DOE ofticial
warned of fire

W District court judge
to decide if Feds liable
for 00 Hanford blaze

By Annette Cary

Herald staff writer

A Department of Energy offi-
cial warned of the possibility of a
“mother of all fires” because of a
lack of fire prevention work just
a month and three days before
the Hanford fire of 2000.

“I predict we will ultimately
have a very large wildland fire in
the near term future similar in
size to the 1984 Hanford Range
Fire,” Craig  Christenson,
DOE’s program monitor for the

Hanford Fire Department in
20€0, said in an e-mail sent
from DOE’s Richland office to
DOE headquarters.

The prediction turned out to
be right. The 2000 fire started
with a car and truck crash on
Highway 24 and spread across
256 square miles, destroying 10
homes.

On Jan. 7, a Federal District
Court judge in Richland is
scheduled to consider whether
the federal government may be
held liable for the fire, which
quickly spread across what ysed
to be a wide firebreak along
the road and south across the

See Fire, Page A2

BARRY IS BACK

Dave Barry highlights a
few unusual holiday presents
in his annual gift guide, :
Pl Pk Heh 41, Liree 33
Fonecast, A12

I predict we will ultimately have
a very large wildland fire in the
near term future....




[Lawsuit Basis

Tort*
the
United States may be liable to the same extent as a private party.

* Tort is a wrongful act or an infringement of a right leading to civil legal liability




Lawsuit and Appeal Results




and the fire breaks had been put in
place, would there have been the
300 square miles burned and a $108
Million Suit?

‘ So 1f there wasn’t a moratorium,



Debate

The lack of maintenance of
defensible firebreaks along state highways running through
the Hanford Site allowed the fire to spread quickly to natural
vegetation, burning onto the Hanford site.

...there's no way to tell whether that fire would
have been stopped by that firebreak being maintained or not
being maintained. I've seen fire jump the [Columbia] River,
I've seen fire jump the Yakima River, I've seen fire jump four-
lane highways.




[Lessons Learned
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A Report to the Secretary of Energy

Initial Joint Review of
Wildland Fire Safety
at DOE Sites




Initial Joint Review




[essons Learned

need to hear, not what you
think they want to hear



Additional Lessons Learned




Questions

FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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