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in the Consent Order ( or other related actions that MSTS subsequently determines to be 
necessary) to prevent recurrence of the identified issues, then DOE/NNSA and the Office of 
Enforcement may pursue additional enforcement activity. The Office of Enforcement; 
DOE/NNSA's Office of Environment, Safety, and Health; and Nevada Field Office will continue 
to closely monitor MSTS's implementation of worker safety and health requirements until the 
issues associated with this Consent Order are fully resolved. 

Enclosed please find the Consent Order for your signature. Within 1 week from the date of 
receipt, sign and return to the Consent Order to the Office of Enforcement. Please follow all 
instructions specified in the enclosure and keep a copy for your records. By signing this Consent 
Order, you agree to comply with all of the terms, including payment of the monetary remedy, 
specified in section IV of the Consent Order and in the manner prescribed therein. 

If you have any questions concerning this Consent Order, please contact the Office of 
Enforcement at (301) 903-4033, or your staff may contact Ms. Shannon Holman, Acting 
Director, Office of Worker Safety and Health Enforcement, at (301) 903-0100. 

Enclosure: Consent Order (WCO-2022-02) 

cc: David Bowman, NA-NV 

Sincerely, 

Jill Hruby 
Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 
Administrator, NNSA 

Anthony C. Pierpoint 
Director 
Office of Enforcement 
Office of Enterprise Assessments 

Charles Thom, Mission Support and Test Services, LLC 
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Enclosure 

CONSENT ORDER INCORPORATING AGREEMENT AMONG THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY, THE NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, AND 

MISSION SUPPORT AND TEST SERVICES, LLC 

I 

Mission Suppmi and Test Services, LLC (MSTS) is responsible for the management and 
operation of the U.S. Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration 
(DOE/NNSA) Nevada National Security Site (NNSS). MSTS is the prime contractor under 
Contract No. DE-NA0003624 (Contract), entered into with the DOE/NNSA Nevada Field Office 
(NFO). 

II 

On March 1, 2021, an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) battery bank in building A-01, room 
4731 began undergoing a thermal runaway event. At varying times during the day, multiple 
MSTS maintenance employees entered the room, resulting in employee exposures to minimal 
amounts of toxic gases (i.e., hydrogen and hydrogen sulfide) and potentially an oxygen-deficient 
atmosphere. The UPS system consisted of 80 12-volt valve-regulated lead acid (VRLA) float 
service batteries in two purpose-built cabinets (40 batteries per cabinet connected in series). 
Approximately five and a half hours elapsed between the initial discovery that the UPS system 
was operating at elevated temperatures and the subsequent placement of the system into 
"bypass" mode. This delay in response to the emergency conditions allowed for the migration of 
the toxic gases into surrounding workspaces exposing additional employees. MSTS did not 
appropriately identify or assess the hazards related to VRLA batteries. MSTS reported 
noncompliances revealed by this event into the DOE Noncompliance Tracking System (NTS), 
identified as NTS-NA-NFO-MSTS-NLV-2021-0010194 on April 12, 2021. 

On July 12, 2021, the DOE Office of Enterprise Assessments, Office of Enforcement notified 
MSTS of its decision to investigate the facts and circumstances associated with this event and 
potential deficiencies in the implementation of 10 C.F.R. Part 851, Worker Safety and Health 
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On behalf of my respective organization, I hereby agree to and accept the terms of the foregoing 
Consent Order. 

FOR National Nuclear Security 
Administration 

"- �)JA l h Date I 1, /i 6 / 2 7-
� Hruby 

Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 
Administrator, NNSA 

FOR Office of Enforcement 

Date 
--------- ---

Anthony C. Pierpoint 
Director 
Office of Enforcement 
Office of Enterprise Assessments 

FOR Mission Support and Test Services, LLC 

Date 
---------

------,-

Garrett Harencak 
President 
Mission Support and Test Services, LLC 

12/19/2022

12/19/22




