
   

 
   

  

Colorado’�s�Energy�Transition�

John Parks 
Electricity Markets and 
Transmission Policy Analyst 



    

      
       

        

Colorado�Energy�Office�- Mission�

Reduce�greenhouse�gas�emissions�and�consumer�
energy�costs�by�advancing�clean�energy,�energy�
efficiency�and�zero�emission�vehicles�to�benefit�all�
Coloradans.�
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Colorado’s�Greenhouse�Gas�Mitigation�Targets*�
2005 Baseline 

All sectors: Total Reduction Electricity Sector Reductions 

Baseline 140 MMTCO2e Baseline 40 MMTCO2e 

● 2025: 26% ● 2020: 26% - Achieved 

● 2030: 50% ● 2030: 80% 

● 2050: 90% ● 2050: 95% 

*As set by Colorado House Bill 19-1261 



     

 

  

    
   

 
  

  
 
 

      
  

  
 

 
   

   
    

   

Electricity�Markets�&�Transmission�Policy�Analyst�

Responsibilities: 

● Stakeholder Engagement 
○ Utilities 
○ Electricity Markets: RTOs & ISOs 
○ NGOs & industry advocates 
○ Regional Collaboration 

● Policy analysis: 
○ Regional Electricity Markets 
○ PUC Rulemaking 
○ FERC NOPRs 
○ Monitor federal and regional energy policy 

● Recommendations on engagement 

What I bring: 
● Education Background 
● Coordination Experience 
● MA in Political Science 

○ Research into Colorado’s 
52 retail utilities gen. mix 

○ Certificate in C Mngmt. 



 
 

  

 

  

  

   

Regional�
Electricity�
Markets�

➔ Electricity Imbalance 

Markets 

➔ Power Pools 

➔ Resource Adequacy 

Programs 

➔ Day Ahead Markets 

➔ RTOs & ISOs 



  

        

    

     

          

    

Regional�Transmission�Coordination�

● Colorado PUC Rulemaking on Utilities joining Organized Wholesale Markets 

○ Based on 10 characteristics 

● SPP & CAISO Western Markets Development 

● CNEE WIRED Initiative - Letter to Western Governors on Regional Transmission Coordination 

● FERC NOPRs - Transmission & Interconnection 



 
 

     

Electricity�
Interconnection�

Queue�

FERC Rulemaking - Comments due Oct 12 



Infrastructure,�Innovation�and�Jobs�
Act�(IIJA)�–�Colorado�Projects�

    
    



     

   
  

  
   

    
  

  

   

IIJA�40101(d)�- Grid�Infrastructure�and�Resiliency�

Microgrids for Community 
Resilience Grant Program 

● $3.5M State Funding 
● $5M Federal Formula 

Funding 

Grid Resilience & Reliability 
Roadmap - 2025 deadline 

Advanced Monitoring: $1M 

Rural Flexible Use: $2M 



   
  

    

     
 

    

IIJA�40109�- State�
Energy�Program�

Energy Assurance Emergency Plan: 2021 

GHG Pollution Reduction Roadmap: 2021, 
2023 

Greening Government Executive Order: 2022 



  Thank�you�

john.m.parks@state.co.us 

mailto:john.m.parks@state.co.us




PR T&D System 









Puerto Rico’s ESF-12 Evolution 







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 data sharing needs and process / FEMA annex to ESP
Includes: assess the grid threats and vulnerabilities
Vegetation management
Increase the use of new technology (drones, smart meetring)





IIJA State Energy Security Planning 
Funding Allocations 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

States are required to submit a cover page with their SESP that details where in the plan (page numbers) the State believes the content meets each requirement listed below. 
•DOE will review the SESPs to ensure they include the IIJA required content listed below:
1.Address all energy sources and regulated and unregulated energy providers
2.Provide a state energy profile, including an assessment of energy production, transmission, distribution, and end-use
3.Address potential hazards to each energy sector or system, including
•Physical threats and vulnerabilities, and
•Cybersecurity threats and vulnerabilities
4.Provide a risk assessment of energy infrastructure and cross-sector independencies
5.Provide a risk mitigation approach to enhance reliability and end-use resilience; and 
6.(A) Address:
•Multi-state and regional coordination, planning, and response; and 
•Coordination with Indian Tribes with respect to planning and response’ a
(B) and to the extent practicable, encourage mutual assistance in cyber and physical response plans.
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