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About Me
- Recently joined SAS Institute

- OSS developer, researcher, and advocate

- Led GSA Digital Service and federal 
government OSPO (Code.gov)

- GSA, Executive Office of The President, U.S. 
Army Veteran

- Fed100 and GitHub Star

- GitHub: @opensource-joe, LinkedIn: 
@jrcastle, Twitter: @jrcastle_vt
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Best of Both Worlds
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SAS & Open Source Software
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Federal Source Code (1940 – 2018)

❑ Grace Hopper’s work at the Harvard 
Computational Laboratory was a 
precursor to open source software 
(OSS)

❑ U.S. government funded labs using and 
modifying code

❑ Academic institutions consisted of 
“hackers” creating software programs 
and games

❑ Federal agencies consume OSS (e.g., 
Internet, mobile, and web 
technologies) but publish less
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Federal Source Code Policy (FSCP) 

❑ Federal government spends 
$6B each year on software

❑ In August 2016, the White 
House published the FSCP or 
M-16-21

❑ Agencies develop source code 
policy, update acquisition 
language, and inventory code

❑ Release at least 20% code as 
OSS
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Projects on Code.gov
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Community is the  of open source

Human elements
- Make it easy
- Be responsive
- Build relationships
- Be inclusive
- Build careers
- Limit negativity
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Community is the  of open source

Program elements
- Establish outreach
- Meet people
- Consider media
- Consider awareness
- Hold events
- Offer swag
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Community is the  of open source

Repo elements
- Documentation
- Code of Conduct
- Contributing
- License & Readme
- Issue & PR templates
- Personal & Org
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Thank you!


