
 DOE Tribal Clean Energy Summit 
Oct. 4-5, 2022 

JW Marriott – Washington, D.C. 

  
 

TRIBAL LEADER & EXECUTIVE TRACK AGENDA 
 

Join the Conversation on Social Media! 
Tag @DOEIndianEnergy on social media and use hashtag #TribalCleanEnergySummit. 

  

DAY 1—Tuesday, Oct. 4 
 

Joint Opening Session (All Summit Attendees) 

6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
Registration 

Breakfast 

7:30-8:45 a.m.  
Breakfast and Summit Opening (All Tribal Clean Energy Summit Attendees) 

8-8:45 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Tribal Leaders, Alaska Native Corporation (ANC) Executives and 
Partners 

Moderator: Wahleah Johns, Director, Office of Indian Energy (IE), U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE) 

 
• Posting of the Colors: Native American Women Warriors 
• Traditional Welcome: Peter Brooks, Choptico Band of the Historic Piscataway Chiefdom  
 
Remarks: 
Ali Zaidi, Assistant to the President and National Climate Advisor, White House 
Ali Nouri, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs (CI), DOE 

8:45-9 a.m. Break 

CLOSED Session: Tribal leaders and ANC executives and identified key energy advisors ONLY 

9 a.m.-Noon  
 

Tribal Leader Caucus 
Facilitators: Lesley Kabotie, Paul Kabotie and Glen Kabotie, Indigenous Collaboration 
 
A facilitated discussion of the energy history of Tribes, the U.S. and the DOE. Participants will 
share information and insights that reveal the Tribal journey towards energy sovereignty given 
the changing energy needs and responses within the world, the U.S. and Indian Country.  
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Noon-12:15 p.m. Break 

CLOSED Session: Tribal leaders and ANC executives and identified key energy advisors ONLY 

Lunch 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 

 

Lunch Speakers:  
David Crane, Director, DOE Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations  
Robert Blake, Energy Director, Red Lake Nation  
 

1:30-2 p.m. Break  

CLOSED Session: Tribal leaders and ANC executives and identified key energy advisors ONLY 

2-4 p.m. 
 

Secretary Jennifer M. Granholm Roundtable Discussion with Tribal Leaders 
Moderator: Wahleah Johns, Director, Office of Indian Energy 
 
A moderated dialogue among elected Tribal leaders and Alaska Native Corporation executives 
with U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 
 
Key Topic: Many Tribes and ANCs find themselves in different positions on the path of Tribal 
energy sovereignty. How is this period of historic investment changing this landscape and how 
can we best position the resources to strengthen pursuit of Tribal energy sovereignty goals and 
objectives? 

3:55-4 p.m. Assemble for Photograph with Secretary Granholm 

4-4:15 p.m. Break 

4:15-5 p.m. 

Wrap-up and Prepare for Day Two 
Facilitators: Indigenous Collaboration 
 
A facilitated discussion among tribal leaders will prepare participants for Day 2 by outlining the 
discussion from Day 1 and bringing forward additional thoughts or issues for deeper discussion 
with senior DOE officials. 

Joint Reception  (All Summit Attendees) 

Reception 

5-7 p.m. 
 

Reception (All Tribal Clean Energy Summit Attendees) 
 
Summit attendees invited to relax, reconnect and enjoy remarks from a special guess while 
networking. 

7 p.m. Dinner (on your own) 
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 DAY 2—Wednesday, Oct. 5 

 

Joint Gathering of Tribal Leaders, ANC Executives and Energy Partners (All Summit Attendees) 

7:00 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 
Registration 

Breakfast 

7:30-8:45 a.m. 
 

Breakfast and Welcome to Day 2 (All Tribal Clean Energy Summit Attendees)  

Welcome and Introduction 

Matt Dannenberg, Tribal Liaison, DOE Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs 

A welcome to Tribal leaders, ANC executives, energy partners and stakeholders returning for 
Day 2 focused on sharing information and identifying efforts to shape future engagements and 
inclusion of Tribes in advancing collaborative energy development. 

Video Message from Tracey LeBeau, CEO and Administrator of the Western Area Power 
Administration, First Director of the Indian Energy Office 

8:45-9 a.m. Break 

CLOSED Session: Tribal leaders and ANC executives and identified key energy advisors ONLY 

9-11:30 a.m. 
 

Closed Plenary Session 
 
Clean Energy Technology Deployment Arenas, Identifying Opportunities for Tribes 
 
This facilitated discussion will share information on the function of each program, and resources 
each program oversees or disburses and expertise available. Through small group discussion, 
Tribal and DOE leaders will discuss and notate opportunities for Tribes to collaborate with 
and/or benefit from the services, technical assistance and resources available. 
 
Goal: Tribal leaders will discuss Tribal implications for current DOE efforts and approaches to 
address climate and energy goals and will identify opportunities for Tribes to access and 
mobilize concierge technical assistance services.  
 
Small groups will go through a series of stations presenting information and identifying 
opportunities for Tribes specific to: 
1. Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations (OCED): David Crane, Director and Brian 

O'Donnchadha, Tribal Liaison 
2. State and Community Energy Programs (SCEP): Henry McKoy, Director and Chris Castro, 

Chief of Staff 
3. Grid Deployment Office (GDO): Whitney Muse, Chief of Staff 
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4. Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chain (MESC): David Howell, Director and Zack Valdez, 
Chief of Staff 

5. Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP): Mary Sotos, Director 
6. Other Clean Energy Opportunities 

Lunch 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

 

Lunch with Tribal Leaders, ANC Executives and DOE Leadership 
 
Speaker: Morgan Rodman, Executive Director, White House Council on Native American Affairs 
at the Department of Interior 

CLOSED Session: Tribal leaders and ANC executives and identified key energy advisors ONLY 

1:15-3 p.m. 
 

Discussion: National Infrastructure Planning 
 
This facilitated discussion will focus on national energy infrastructure planning initiatives and 
their implications for tribal communities, governmental and corporate interests. 
 
Goal: Tribal leaders will understand the scope of U.S. clean energy infrastructure efforts, needs 
and discuss implications for Tribal interests in these scenarios. Tribal leaders will be connected 
to concierge technical assistance services to stay meaningfully engaged. 
 
• Electric Vehicles (VTO): Mike Weismiller, Program Manager, Electrification R&D, Vehicle 

Technologies Office, DOE 
• Hydrogen (Multiple Offices): Robert Schrecengost, Senior Program Manager, Fossil Energy 

and Carbon Management 
• Carbon Sequestration (FECM): Mark Ackiewicz, Acting Director Carbon Management 

Technologies, Fossil Energy and Carbon Management 
• Transmission (GDO): Dylan Reed, Senior Advisor External Affairs, Grid Deployment Office 
• Critical Minerals Supply Chain (Multiple Offices) Dr. Grant Bromhal, Acting Director, Mineral 

Sustainability Division, Fossil Energy and Carbon Management 
• Office of Nuclear Energy (NE): John Krohn, Chief of Staff, and Jay Jones, Tribal Liaison 
• Cybersecurity, Energy Security, and Emergency Response (CESER): Brandi Martin, Program 

Manager and Megan Levy, Project Manager, State, Local, Tribal and Territorial Program 

3-3:15 p.m. Break 

3:15-4:50 p.m. 

Wrap-up and Joint Statement 
Facilitators: Indigenous Collaboration 
 
This facilitated session will focus on key Summit insights and connections and development of a 
Joint Statement of commitment by participants and identification of next steps. 

4:50-5 p.m. Break 
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Joint Open Session (All Summit Attendees) 

5-5:30 p.m. 
 

Closing Remarks  
 
This session will offer high-level closing remarks capturing key themes from the Summit tracks 
and wishes for good health and safe travel for participants. 
 
• Closing Remarks: Wahleah Johns, Director, Office of Indian Energy, DOE 
• Key Themes from Summit Tracks 
• Traditional Closing 
• Retiring of the Colors: Native American Women Warriors 
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