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10-15 feet above an aquifer, is situated on the flood plane of the Colorado, and is filled with
radioactive uranium, ammonia, molybdenum, aluminum, iron, nitrates, and sulfates that are
contaminating groundwater that feeds into the river. Specifically, groundwater from the Moab site
would continue to seep into the Colorado River, the source of drinking water for more than 25
million residents in California and Arizona and home to several endangered species of fish.

In 2000, POGO and many conservation groups pushed for and won their battle to have the
jurisdiction of the tailing pile moved to the Department of Energy (DOE), which possessed the
required experience in moving similar sites.

Now DOE is in the same position that the NRC was in nearly ten years ago — a drawn out decision
to cap or relocate the uranium tailings. The current DEIS states that relocation of the uranium
tailings pile will cost from $329 to $464 million, which is a far cry from the NRC’s and Atlas’
estimates in the late-1990s that reiocating the tailings pile would cost $60 to $114 million. After
years of delay and debate on relocation verses capping the uranium tailing pile at its current location,
the taxpayer is left holding a ballooning bill in a financially restrictive budget crisis. More
disturbing is the fact that radioactive and toxic waste is still affecting the Colorado River and the
drinking water for the 25 million people who live downstream. DOE must do the right thing and
end the debate.

As a government watchdog POGO does not often encourage the spending of tax dollars, but in this
case it is clearly worth the investment. POGO urges DOE to consider these comments and relocate
the Moab Uranium Mil] Tailings to a safe location — a location that is both safe for the environment
and the public.

Sincerely,
Danielle Brian
Executive Director
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John Darke
4:30 PM
February 22, 2005

I’m happy to hear in your message that there is going to be a public hearing in January. I’m also
happy that you’re still receiving comments. This is a request: the DOE Grand Junction Office
received emails suggesting that it was the appropriate in conformance and CEQ intent that the
Initial Phase Investigation particularly be made available in the reading room and also in respect
that some of the data set that is mentioned in that record, USGS record, it is there that the data set
be made available. I would refer you to the USGS website and the link the appropriate link
indicates that in order to receive the data set is essentially to treat it as a commercial enterprise.
Some can’t afford $100 an hour or $70 or whatever. The download time of the initial
investigation report itself is 48 megabytes. It’s intent was to place copies have been received of
the report at the courthouse. It was quite a delay until after the suspense on the comment period.
Suggest that we lighten up in a group-phased effort to provide affordable records. This is John
Darke.
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From: J. Gosnell [ravensl988@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2005 10:53 AM
To: moabcomments

Subject: Uranium Tailings Pile in Moab, Utah

To whom it may concern,

As I resident of San Diego, California, the current state of the uranium
tailings pile concerns me. San Diego currently gets about two-thirds of its
water from the Colorado River. This is the water that I use to wash
laundry, drink, and bathe. Yet out in Moab, Utah a major health risk and
threat to our water supply exists. The uranium tailing pile located in Moab
igs a diaster waiting to happen. Daily the pile leaks 15,000 agllons of
toxic chemical chemicals into the river in a day, it could be easily
subjected to a terrorist attack and used to poision the water in all of
Southern California, Nevada, and Arizona. If it isn't attacked by
terrorists a flood could easily wipe 80% of the pile into the river,
spelling diaster for the Untied Sates Government and all citizens using the
Colorado for a water supply. According to a recent survey by the US
Deparment of Energy, the uranium tailing pile currently is not in compliance
with EPA standards for Unarium concentration or Ammoniium concentration.

The alloted uranium concentration is .04 mg per 1; yet in some parts of the
pile the concentration is as high as 15 mg per L. That is 37500% percent
apove the EPA's accepted level! That kind of violation causes unneccesary
stress to many concerned residents. Simularily, the ammonian level set by
the EPA is 3mg per L; despite this alloted concentration the entire pile
never drops below 50mg per liter. That figure is a staggering 1667% above
the alloted EPA levels. I propose that the citizens of all areas drinking
the Colorado river water, that is consistently poisioned by the Uranium
tailings pile at Moab, Utah, petition for the pile to become part of the EPA
Superfund Act. Superfund is the perfect solution because it will call for
removing and clearing the waste at no cost to the victims of hazardous waste
poisioning, even if that poisiong may not be lethal.

Sincerely,

James Gosnell

FREE pop-up blocking with the new MSN Toolbar - get it now!
http://toolbar.msn.click-url.com/go/onm00200415ave/direct/01/
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COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES

Colorado River Indian Reservation
ROUTE I, BOX 23-B
PARKER, ARIZONA 85344 # )50/
TELEPHONE (928) 669-1280
FAX (928) 669-1391

March 25, 2005

Moab DEIS Comments

U.S. Department of Energy Grand Junction
2597 B3/4 Road

Grand Junction, Colorado 81503

Dear Sirs:

On behalf of the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT), I write regarding an issue that has
potential to significantly impact the members of this tribe as well as a number of
communities along the Colorado River for generations to come.

That issue involves the approximately 11.9 million tons of radioactive uranium tailings
sitting on the banks of the Colorado River in Moab, Utah. This pile contains very high
levels of radioactive and toxic materials that are already leaking into the river and if left
unchecked, will have a detrimental effect on virtually everything downstream. This is
especially alarming to us because our entire economy centers primarily on agriculture and
tourism. Our very existence is therefore heavily dependent on the water quality of the
Colorado River.

To remediate the site, the Department of Energy is currently considering three options.
One is to move the tailings off the river to a secure and safe location north of Moab. A
second is to cap and leave the pile in place. The third option is to send the radioactive

and toxic material to a facility near White Mesa, Utah.

While none of the options considered offers any safe long-term solution, we stand with
our Ute neighbors in opposition to relocating the material to the proposed White Mesa
site. The White Mesa site is too close to the Ute reservation and is situated atop and next
to ancient sites that have profound cultural and spiritual significance to the tribe. The site
north of Moab makes the most sense and is preferred over the other two options.

Unquestionably, because of the tremendous presented threat, the pile must be removed
away from the Colorado River. However, serious consideration needs to be given to the
location of any potential dumpsite and its proximity to neighboring communities and any
relevant cultural and spiritual sites.
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Thank you for taking the time to hear our concerns and if you should have any questions
in this regard, please feel free to contact me at the number provided above.
Sincerely,

COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES

Daniel Eddy, Jr., Chairman
Tribal Council

Cc: Mayor Dave Sakrison, City of Moab
Chairman Selwyn Whiteskunk, Ute Mountain Ute Tribal Council
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TR;;E;mIN TER TRIBAL COUNCIL—X
Of 7# /503, o

ARIZONA

MEMBER TRIBES

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY March 29, 2005

COCOPAH TRIBE

COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES
FORT McDOWELL YAVAPAI TRIBE
FORT MOJAVE TRIBE

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

HARELGA Thoke Moab DEIS Comments

HUALAPAI TRIBE U.S. Department of Energy Grand Junction

KAIBAB-PAJUTE TRIBE

PASCUA YAQUI TRIBE 2597 B 3/4 Road

QUECHAN TRIBE

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA Grand Junction, Colorado 81503
INDIAN COMMUNITY

SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE

TOHONO O"ODHAM NATION

TONTO APACHE TRIBE Re:  Atlas Mill/Moab Uranium Tailings

WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE
YAVAPAI APACHE NATION
YAVAPAI PRESCOTT INDIAN TRIBE L
Dear Sir or Madam:

The Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, an organization of 19 Tribal
governments, is hereby expressing its support of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
and the City of Moab, Utah regarding remediation of the Atlas Mill Site. The
approximate 11.9 million tons of uranium tailings now sitting on the banks of
the Colorado River in Moab at said Site should be removed off the River to a
secure and safe location north of Moab.

A number of Indian Reservations, including the Quechan, Cocopah,
Colorado River Indian Tribes, Havasupai and Haulapai, are directly located on
the Colorado River within the geographic boundaries of the States of
California, Arizona and Nevada, downriver from the Atlas Mill Site. The
\7 tribes have rights to the Colorado River stemming from the establishment of

their reservations. The river 1s central to the culture and economy of each
tribe. The release of hazardous substances into the River would threaten their
subsistence and way of life. All member tribes of the ITCA join with the Ute
Mountain Ute Tribe and the City of Moab in their opposition to any Atlas Mill
Site remediation plan whereby the uranium tailings would remain in place on
the River’s bank. Even if the pile is capped, no guarantee can be given that
contamination of the River, due to gradual leaking or catastrophic event such
as flooding, will never occur. So long as the uranium tailings remain on the
River’s bank, a serious threat exists for all downriver communities and tribes
as well as Moab.

All of the named tribes have many cultural, traditional and sacred
places both within and without their reservations. All too often, the United
States contemplates or takes action without proper consideration of the depth

—

2214 North Central Ave. - Suite 100 + Phoenix, Arizona 85004 » (602) 258-4822 » Fax (602) 258-

1
48
5R0-383 202y j&% 3377

3-498



Remediation of the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings, Grand and San Juan Counties, Utah
Final Environmental Impact Statement

#)503 f;é‘\

and scope of the hurt and harm experienced by Native people by the
destruction and desecration of sacred places. We join with the Ute Mountain
Ute Tribe and the City of Moab in their opposition to any Atlas Mill Site
remediation plan whereby the uranium tailings would be sent to a facility near
White Mesa, Utah. The White Mesa facility is located near and/or at the Ute
Reservation and sacred places with profound cultural and spiritual
significance to the Ute Tribe.

The United States has a trust responsibility for all the above named
Tribes. It should not allow or pursue any remediation of the Atlas Mill Site
which disturbs the Reservations or sacred sites of these tribes in any way.

We strongly support the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe in its
recommendation that Atlas Mills remove the uranium tailings off the
Colorado River to a safe and secure location north of Moab. Remediation
which threatens the Colorado River, such as capping the existing pile in place,
or which disturbs Ute Mountain Ute Tribe sacred places, such as sending the
tailings to White Mesa, should not be considered.

The 19 member Tribes of the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona urge you

to take action as identified in this letter. Your attention to this matter is greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Vivian Juan-Stlanders, President
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona
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TRIBES

MEMBER TRIBES
AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY
COCOPAH TRIBE
COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES
FORT McDOWELL YAVAPAI TRIBE
FORT MOJAVE TRIBE
GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY .
HAVASUPAI TRIBE Tl tle:
HOPI TRIBE
HUALAPAI TRIBE
KAIBAB-PAIUTE TRIBE
PASCUA YAQUI TRIBE
QUECHAN TRIBE
SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA

INDIAN COMMUNITY WHEREAS;
SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE
TOHONG O'ODHAM NATION
TONTO APACHE TRIBE
WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE
YAVAPAI APACHE NATION
YAVAPAI PRESCOTT INDIAN TRIBE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

2214 North Central Ave

. *» Suite 100 » Phoenix, Arizona 85004 - (602) 258-4822 - Fax (602) 258-4825

v INTER TRIBAL COUNCIL—_X

(#’ +# }503; 3043
ARIZONA

RESOLUTION 0505

RESOLUTION OF THE INTER TRIBAL COUNCIL OF ARIZONA

Support of the Fort Mojave Tribe’s opposition to
movement of uranium tailings to White Mesa, Utah

the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, a council of 19
tribal governments in Arizona, provides a forum for
tribal governments to advocate for national, regional
and specific tribal concerns and to join in united
action to address these issues; and

the member tribes of the Inter Tribal Council of
Arizona have the authority to act to further their
collective interests as sovereign native governments;
and

the member tribes of the Inter Tribal Council of
Arizona support the sovereign right of Indian
nations to protect their traditional lands,
environments, sacred sites and cultural resources;
and

the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona has the charge to
support and represent particular member Tribes on
matters directly affecting them upon their request;
and :

The Fort Mojave Indian Tribe is requesting support
opposing the transfer of 11.9 million tons of
uranium tailings presently located on the banks of
the Colorado River in Moab, Utah to a facility in
close proximity to White Mesa, Utah, and leaving
the mine tailings capped or uncapped at its present
location; and

1
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WHEREAS,
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the uranium tailings now located on the banks of the
Colorado River threaten not only the health and
viability of the Colorado River but all communities
specifically Ft. Mojave, Colorado River Indian
Tribes, Hualapai, Havasupai, Quechan and Cocopah
Tribes, downriver from the Atlas Mill site where the
uranium tailings are presently stored; and

the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, the Fort Mojave Tribe
and the above named tribes have many cultural,
traditional and sacred places along the Colorado
River, both within and in close proximity to their
reservations and the release of or leaking from the
tailings into the Colorado River or the relocation of
the tailings to or near these sacred sites would have
devastating effects on the Tribes’ cultural, spiritual
and traditional existence; and

the White Mesa facility 1s located near the Ute
Reservation and sacred sites culturally and
spiritually significant to the Ute Mountain Ute
people; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Inter Tribal

Council of Arizona supports the Ute Mountan Ute
Tribal Council and the Ft. Mojave Tribal Council in
their opposition to moving the mine tailings,
contaminated soils and cover material from the Atlas
Mill site in Moab, Utah to a facility near White
Mesa, Utah; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Inter Tribal Council of

Arizona opposes leaving the mine tailings capped or
uncapped on the banks of the Colorado River.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Inter Tribal Council of

Arizona requests that the United States Department
of Energy remove the 11.9 million tons of uranium

2
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tailings off the banks of the Colorado River to a
secure and safe location north of Moab.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director of the
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona forward this
resolution to the U.S. Department of Energy and
other pertinent agencies.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was presented and duly adopted at a meeting
of the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, where a quorum was present on

Friday, March 18, 2005.
/V j

Vivian Juan-Sudnders, President
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona
Chairwoman of the Tohono O’odham Nation
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