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The Justice40 Initiative provides a once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform communities that, for far too
long, have faced disproportionate exposure to environmental hazards and harms, been excluded from access
to Federal funding, and have been locked out of the decisions that shape their communities.

THE JUSTICE40 INITIATIVE
Created under the Biden-Harris Administration, Justice40
establishes the goal that 40% of the overall benefits of certain
federal investments flow to disadvantaged communities
(DACs). The Justice40 Initiative applies to over 1 Department
of Energy (DOE) programs and to much of the $62 billion
investment in DOE under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES
USING PRINCIPLES OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The transition of the energy system to one that relies on clean energy will
require the development of new energy projects where people, live, play,
and work.
Underlying structural inequalities and structural racism historically have resulted in development projects that
disproportionately and inequitably harm low-income communities and communities of color.
To ensure an equitable transition to clean energy, and to avoid further harm to communities with environmental
justice concerns, DOE is laser-focused on ensuring that every project that receives funding through a DOE
Justice40 Covered Program adheres to the principles of environmental justice.

WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE?
Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations, and policies.
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seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected.

HOW WILL DOE ENSURE THAT PROJECTS DO NOT CREATE OR EXACERBATE HARM?
Environmental justice stakeholders have raised concerns about the potential harms of some of the technologies covered by

DOE is committed to ensuring that every single Justice40 Covered Program maximizes benefits to communities while
Justice40, including carbon management and hydrogen. DOE is committed to ensuring that every single DOE Justice40 Covered
also
identifying
andbenefits
addressing
the potential
harm
to communities
that may the
result
from DOE-funded
projects.that may
Program
maximizes
to communities
while also
identifying
and addressing
potential
harm to communities
Where
such
activities
are
allowed
by
law,
grant
recipients
shall
incorporate
the
following
elements
of
HQHUJ\DQG
result from DOE-funded projects. Where such activities are allowed by law, grant recipients shall incorporate the following
environmental
justice
project design.
elements of energy
andinto
environmental
justice into project design.

PROCEDURAL JUSTICE
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DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE
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RECOGNITION JUSTICE

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
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DOE leadership is working actively with each program office to ensure these elements are incorporated into relevant program
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The Justice40 Initiative provides an opportunity for communities with environmental justice concerns to reap
opportunities. The agency is committed to working closely with DOE stakeholders to realize the transformative
long-overdue development benefits; participate in the decision-making processes that directly impact them; and
potential of Justice40.
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opportunities. The agency is committed to working closely with DOE stakeholders to realize the transformative
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