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About NREL

 Managed and Operated by the 
Alliance for Sustainable Energy 
LLC (“Alliance”)

 Started as Solar Energy Research 
Institute (SERI) in 1977

 Designated a National Laboratory 
in 1991

 Main campus – Golden, CO,
Flatirons campus - Boulder, CO
CCHRC – Fairbanks, AK
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NREL at-a-Glance

2,926
More than

900
Workforce, including

219 postdoctoral researchers

60 graduate students

81 undergraduate students

World-class
facilities, renowned 
technology experts

Partnerships
with industry, 
academia, and 

government

Campus
operates as a 

living laboratory
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NREL Science Drives Innovation
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Small Business
Program

 SB Program is located in the Innovation Partnering and Outreach Directorate 
 Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center

 Small Business Program
 Mentor Protégé Program

 Energy I-Corps
 Wells Fargo Innovation Incubator (IN2)
 Industry Growth Forum (IGF)
 Shell GameChanger
 WestGate

 NREL’s commitment to small business is central to our mission
 https://www.nrel.gov/innovate/index.html

https://www.nrel.gov/innovate/index.html
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Annual Spending

 NREL typically awards between $100M and $150M annually
 Types of Products & Services include:

 IT Hardware/Software
 IT Support Services
 Equipment (research and otherwise)
 Consulting –

 Professional Services
 Process Orientation
 Subject Matter Expertise (SME)

 Construction (Davis-Bacon Act Applicability)
 Office Supplies
 Leased Workers
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FY22 Goals

• Small Business Subcontracting 
Plan
 $208M in subcontracting 

opportunities
 57% or $118,560,000 to SB
 7% or $14,560,000 to WOB 

and SDB
 3% or $6,240,000 VOB, 

SDVOB and HUBZone

NREL 
Subcontracting 

Dollars

Small 
Business, 57%

SDB – 7%

Women Owned - 7%

HUBZone - 3%
Service 

Disabled 
Veteran - 3%

Small 
Business
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Procurement Process
Overview

 Requirement identified
 Funds approved and received
 Request package submitted to Acquisition Services from requestor
 Subcontract Administrator engages Small Business Office for potential 

sources
 Request for Information (RFI) or Request for Proposal (RFP)
 Source Selection & Evaluation Process
 Award
 Post-Award Administration
 Closeout
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What do I need to do?

• Register on the System for Award Management https://sam.gov/content/home
• Determine small business by utilizing the small business tool on the SBA website 

https://www.sba.gov/size-standards
• Register in NREL’s Small Business Vendor Database https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/small-

business.html
• Contact NREL’s Small Business Office 
• Look for opportunities:

– NREL.gov https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/procurement-opps.html
– SAM.gov https://sam.gov/content/opportunities

• Sources Sought
• Request for Qualifications
• Requests for Quotes
• Requests for Proposals

• The Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC/NREL and DOE.

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.sba.gov/size-standards
https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/small-business.html
https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/procurement-opps.html
https://sam.gov/content/opportunities
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Construction @ NREL

• Project Portfolio – A&E, Minor and Major Construction, New 
Construction, Improvements, Infrastructure, and MEP

• $10M Set-Aside for Small Business
• Cooperative Construction Contracting Agreement (CCCA) – Task 

Ordering Agreements (TOA) on Projects greater than $10M, 
includes a Small  Business Mentor Protégé requirement

• Stand Alone Subcontracts and Task Ordering Agreements (Similar to 
an IDIQ Contract)

• Construction Delivery methods include Design Bid Build and Design 
Build. 
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Mentor Protégé Program

The program seeks to foster long-term business relationships between small business 
entities and DOE prime contractors, and to increase the overall number of these small 
business entities that receive DOE prime and subcontracts. Protégé criteria includes:

• 8(a)
• Small 

Disadvantaged
• Women Owned
• HUBZone
• Service-Disabled 

Veteran Owned

Socio-Economic 
Category

• Small business 
must be eligible 
for government 
contracts

• Not have an 
existing DOE MP 
agreement in 
place

Government 
Contracts

• Must be 
registered in SAM

• Be able to certify 
as a small 
business under 
the NAICS for the 
services needed

Register & Certify

• Must have been in 
business for at 
least 2 years.

Ownership
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Remember To:

Visit NREL’s website at www.nrel.gov

Register your business in NREL’s SB Vendor Database & include keywords

Visit NREL’s Upcoming Opportunities page

Visit NREL’s Missions and Programs

Visit sam.gov for contract opportunities

Register your business in sam.gov

Visit NREL’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center page



Rexann Dunn, Small Business Program Manager
Rexann.Dunn@nrel.gov
303.275.4322

mailto:Rexann.Dunn@nrel.gov
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