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Background

Starting on April 4, 2022, the federal government will stop 

using the DUNS number to uniquely identify entities doing 

business with the federal government. Any entity will need 

to use a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) that is created in 

SAM.gov (SAM). 

– The change impacts Grantees and Subgrantees.

– Any Grantee or Subgrantee already registered in 

SAM.gov has been assigned a UEI.
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Background

The authoritative unique entity 

identifier used by the federal 

government is the DUNS 

Number.

• The DUNS is a 9-character 

numeric value.

• Managed, granted and owned 

by a third-party provider (Dun 

and Bradstreet). 

The authoritative unique entity 

identifier used by the federal 

government will be the Unique 

Entity Identifier (UEI).

• The UEI is a 12-character 

alphanumeric value.

• Managed, granted and owned by 

the federal government through 

SAM.gov. 

Today April 4, 2022
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PAGE Example

SF 424

Subgrantee File
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Background

• This transition from DUNS to UEI will remove a third-

party provider from the identification process and allow 

the federal government to streamline the entity 

identification and validation process. 

• The change will make it less burdensome for anyone to 

do business with the federal government.

• All systems will need to have the transition complete no 

later than April 4, 2022, when the federal system will be 

using the new UEI in their systems. 
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SAM.gov

• The UEI is viewable in SAM.gov in different locations: 

1. Displayed in search results.
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SAM.gov

• The UEI is viewable in SAM.gov in different locations: 

2. Located below the DUNS number on the entity registration 

record. 
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SAM.gov

• Any Grantee or Subgrantee registered in SAM.gov today 

already has a UEI. 

– This includes inactive registrations.

• If Grantees or Subgrantees are not registered in 

SAM.gov, then a full registration approval process could 

take up to 10 business days to process.

– Until April 4th, any new entity will need to complete full 

registration in SAM.gov and continue to obtain a DUNS. 
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April 1 Grantees

• Will be required to use their DUNS number.

• It is suggested to enter the UEI in the field provided.
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July 1 Grantees

• Will be required to use the UEI to submit any WAP 

applications. 
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Obtain UEI in SAM.gov

Go to the SAM.gov website and follow prompts: 
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Resources

• SAM.gov

– Find an existing UEI and register for a new UEI.

• Grants.gov

– Provides information on the government’s transition from 

the DUNS to UEI.

• GSA.gov

– Describes the Integrated Award Environment (IAE), the 

various systems that utilize a UEI and the process of the 

government transition. 

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/planned-uei-updates.html
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/organization/federal-acquisition-service/office-of-systems-management/integrated-award-environment-iae/iae-systems-information-kit/unique-entity-identifier-update

