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I. Purpose. This AL is to inform Heads of Contracting Activity (HCA) 
concerning implementation of procedures for providing access to 
protest files by actual or prospective offerers after a protest has 
been filed with the General Accounting Office (GAO). 

II. Background. Section 1065 of the Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act
of 1994, Public Law 103-355, amended the Federal Pr�perty and
Administrative Services Act of 1949 to require agencies to provide
actual or prospective offerors with reasonable access to a protest
file upon request after a GAO protest has been filed. FAR
33.104(a)(3) was revised by FAC 90-32 to define the contents of the
protest file and to require that access to the file be provided within
a reasonable time after the agency report on the protest is submitted
to the GAO.

III. Guidance. The attached procedures should be utilized in the event of a
GAO protest in which an actual or prospective offeror requests that a
protest file be established. In order to provide notice to offerors
about the availability of the protest file and the fact that their
submissions may be included in the protest file, a new solicitation
clause has been created. DEAR 952.233-4. Contracting Officers shall
include the new clause in all new or amended solicitations.

IV. Effective Date. This Acquisition Letter is effective immediately. All
protests filed at GAO on or after October 1, 1995 will be handled in
accordance with the new procedures.

V. Expiration Date. This Acquisition Letter will remain in effect until
superseded or canceled.








