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Overview
• About National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
• Small Business Program
• Procurement process
• Navigating the NREL website
• Commitment to socioeconomic diversity
• Mentor Protégé Program
• Contact Information
• Questions
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About NREL

 Managed and Operated by the 
Alliance for Sustainable Energy 
LLC (“Alliance”)

 Started as Solar Energy Research 
Institute (SERI) in 1977

 Designated a National Laboratory 
in 1991

 Main campus – Golden, CO, and 
satellite National Wind Technology 
Center near Boulder
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About NREL

 NREL is the only federal laboratory 
dedicated to renewable energy and 
energy efficiency technologies
 Research 
 Development
 Commercialization and 

Deployment
 Backed by over 40 years of 

achievement, NREL pioneers 
innovation to meet the growing 
demand for clean energy
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Programs
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Sustainable Transportation Commercial and Residential Buildings

Wind Energy

Solar Energy
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Grid Integration
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Small Business Program
 SB Program is located in the Innovation Partnering and Outreach Directorate 
 Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center
 Small Business Program

 Mentor Protégé Program

 Energy I-Corps
 Wells Fargo Innovation Incubator (IN2)
 Industry Growth Forum (IGF)
 Center for Renewable Energy Economic Development (CREED)

 NREL’s commitment to small business is central to our mission
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Annual Spending
 NREL typically awards between $100M and $150M annually
 Types of Products & Services include:
 IT Hardware/Software
 IT Support Services
 Equipment (research and otherwise)
 Consulting –
 Professional Services
 Process Orientation
 Subject Matter Expertise (SME)

 Construction (Davis-Bacon Act Applicability)
 Office Supplies
 Janitorial/Custodial Services
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Top 10 NAICS Codes
• 236220 - Commercial and Institutional Building Construction
• 334111 - Electronic Computer Manufacturing
• 531190 - Lessors of Other Real Estate Property
• 541690 - Other Scientific and Technical Consulting Services
• 541990 - All Other Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
• 5417     - Scientific Research and Development Services
• 541519 - Other Computer Related Services
• 511210 - Software Publishers
• 541511 - Custom Computer Programming Services
• 5416     - Management, Scientific and Technical Consulting Services
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Procurement Process Overview
 Requirement identified
 Funds approved and received
 Request package submitted to Acquisition Services from requestor
 Subcontract Administrator engages Small Business Office for potential 

sources
 Request for Proposal (RFP)
 Source Selection & Evaluation Process
 Award
 Post-Award Administration
 Closeout
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FY 2019 Prime Contract

$116M in subcontracting 
opportunities
59% or $68,735,000 to SB
7% or $8,156,000 to WOB & SDB
3% or $3,495,000 SDVOB & HZ
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Mentor-Protégé Program

• 8a
• Small disadvantaged
• Women Owned
• HUBZone
• Service Disabled 

Veteran Owned

Socio-Economic 
Category

• Small business 
must be eligible for 
government 
contracts

• Not have an 
existing DOE MP 
agreement in place

Government 
Contracts

• Must be registered in 
SAM

• Be able to certify as a 
small business under 
the NAICS for the 
services needed

Register & Certify

• Must have been 
in business for at 
least 2 years.

Ownership

The program seeks to foster long-term business relationships between small business 
entities and DOE prime contractors, and to increase the overall number of these small 
business entities that receive DOE prime and subcontracts. Protégé criteria includes:
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Mentor Protégé Program
NREL’s MPP began in 2008 with a goal of placing seven mentor protégé 
agreements in five years.  As of March 2019 NREL has placed 14 Mentor 
Protégé Agreements in the following areas

- Video production - Information Technology

- Communications - Environmental Services

- Landscape Design - Low-voltage Cabling

- Energy Modeling - E-learning

- Construction
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Remember To: 
• Visit NREL’s website at www.nrel.gov

• Register your business in NREL’s small business vendor database at 
https://small-business.nrel.gov/

• Take a look at our Upcoming Purchasing and Subcontracting 
Opportunities at https://www.nrel.gov/workingwithus/procurement-
opps.html

• Visit www.FBO.gov
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Session Evaluations

Reminder
Please complete the Speaker/Session Evaluation Form 

located in the Mobile App
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Questions?
Rexann Dunn

Small Business Program Manager
National Renewable Energy Laboratory

rexann.dunn@nrel.gov
303.275.4322 

www.nrel.gov

Visit us in Booth # 58
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