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Section 368 Energy Corridors
Energy Policy Act of 2005

Points of Contact:
BLM - Georgeann Smale, WO-301 Realty Specialist,  gsmale@blm.gov
USFS - Reggie, Woodruff, Lands Program Manager, rwoodruff@fs.fed.us

West-wide Energy Corridors Website:
http://www.corridoreis.anl.gov

November 15, 2018
DOE

mailto:gsmale@blm.gov
mailto:rwoodruff@fs.fed.us


B
LM

Energy Corridors –
Public Lands

Energy Corridors – BLM and U.S. Forest Service

2009 Designated energy corridors:
11 Western States
• Preferred (not mandated) locations for electric transmission and distribution, and 

oil & gas pipelines
• 5,000 Miles Public Lands / 92 Land Use Plans
• 990 Miles National Forests/ 38 Land Use Plans
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• 131 energy corridors
• Typically 3,500 feet wide, up to 2 miles
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Sec 368 Energy Corridors: Agencies currently reviewing corridors for 
potential additions, deletions, or revisions



B
LM

Energy Corridors –
Public Lands

5

Sec 368 Mapping Tool -
Register and log-on to view corridors, provide input
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Tool to Facilitate Stakeholder Understanding & Critical Input

Developing Corridor Abstracts to Document Known Concerns
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Questions?
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42 U.S.C.
United States Code, 2014 Edition
Title 42 - THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
CHAPTER 149 - NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY AND PROGRAMS
SUBCHAPTER III - OIL AND GAS
Part B - Access to Federal Lands
Sec. 15926 - Energy right-of-way corridors on Federal land
From the U.S. Government Publishing Office, www.gpo.gov

§15926. Energy right-of-way corridors on Federal land
(a) Western States
Not later than 2 years after August 8, 2005, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Energy, and the 
Secretary of the Interior (in this section referred to collectively as "the Secretaries"), in consultation with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, States, tribal 
or local units of governments as appropriate, affected utility industries, and other interested persons, shall consult with each other and shall—
(1) designate, under their respective authorities, corridors for oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution facilities on Federal land 
in the eleven contiguous Western States (as defined in section 1702(o) of title 43; 1

(2) perform any environmental reviews that may be required to complete the designation of such corridors; and
(3) incorporate the designated corridors into the relevant agency land use and resource management plans or equivalent plans.
(b) Other States
Not later than 4 years after August 8, 2005, the Secretaries, in consultation with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, affected utility industries, and other 
interested persons, shall jointly—
(1) identify corridors for oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution facilities on Federal land in States other than those described 
in subsection (a); and
(2) schedule prompt action to identify, designate, and incorporate the corridors into the applicable land use plans.
(c) Ongoing responsibilities
The Secretaries, in consultation with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, affected utility industries, and other interested parties, shall establish procedures 
under their respective authorities that—
(1) ensure that additional corridors for oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution facilities on Federal land are promptly 
identified and designated as necessary; and
(2) expedite applications to construct or modify oil, gas, and hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution facilities within such corridors, taking 
into account prior analyses and environmental reviews undertaken during the designation of such corridors.
(d) Considerations
In carrying out this section, the Secretaries shall take into account the need for upgraded and new electricity transmission and distribution facilities to—
(1) improve reliability;
(2) relieve congestion; and
(3) enhance the capability of the national grid to deliver electricity.
(e) Specifications of corridor
A corridor designated under this section shall, at a minimum, specify the centerline, width, and compatible uses of the corridor.
(Pub. L. 109–58, title III, §368, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 727.)

http://www.gpo.gov/
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