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Federal Utility Partnership Working Group Seminar 

November 15-16, 2017 

Ontario, CA 

 
Hosted by:  

Southern California 
Edison 

 
Monday, November 13 

 9:00 am – 4:30 pm Advanced UESC Training 
 

Tuesday, November 14 
 9:00 am – 4:00 pm Advanced UESC Training  

 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm GSA Areawide Contract Holders Meeting 

 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm FUPWG Forum (Open to All) 

 

Wednesday, November 15 
 7:45 am  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 8:30 am Welcome – Mike Marelli, Vice President of Business Customer Division, Southern 
California Edison 

 8:45 am DOE/FEMP Welcome and Announcements – Tracy Niro, DOE FEMP 

 9:00 am Washington Update  -  Leslie Nicholls, FEMP Acting Program Director 

 9:20 am FEMP REopt Web Tool  

 Rachel Shepherd, FEMP 

 Emma Elgqvist, NREL 

 9:30 am Southern California Edison Case Study (FAA) 

 Phill Consiglio, Southern California Edison 

 Mark Shvartzman, Southern California Edison 

 Dave Powers, Federal Aviation Administration 

10:00 am Agency Update – U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

 Lara Gast Spader, VA Energy Management Program, Program Manager for 
Performance Contracting  

 Bayla Gewirtz, North Atlantic District Lead 

 Evan Bishop, Contracting Officer 

10:30 am Networking Break 

10:45 am DOD Update 

 CDR Walter Ludwig, Office of the Secretary of Defense (Moderator) 

 Michael McGhee, U.S. Army Office of Energy Initiatives 

 CDR Ken Schwalbe, Department of Navy’s Resilient Energy Program 

 Bob Hughes, Air Force Office of Energy Assurance 

11:45 pm Lunch  
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1:00 pm Agency Perspectives on Resilience 

 CDR Walter Ludwig, Office of the Secretary of Defense (Moderator) 

 Crystall Merlino, Department of Homeland Security 

 Kristine Kingery, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army 

 Shawn Bennett, Air Force Office of Energy Assurance 

2:15 pm Technical Aspects of EVs and Charging Stations 

 Ted Sears, NREL 

 Jordan Smith, Southern California Edison 

3:00 pm Networking Break 

3:30 pm UESC Best Practices – Karen Thomas, NREL (Moderator) 

 Developing the Design and Installation Task Order – Alice Oberhausen, Alice 
Oberhausen Consulting 

 Performance Assurance – Deb Vasquez, NREL 

 ISO 50001: Energy Management Systems – Paul Birkeland, Global Strategic 
Energy 

4:30 pm Wrap-up – Tracy Niro, DOE FEMP 

6:00 – 7:30pm  Networking Event   
 

Thursday, November 16 
 7:45 am  Continental Breakfast 

 8:30 am Announcements – Tracy Niro, DOE FEMP 

 8:35 am Audits: More Than Checking the Box 

 Brenda Phillips, SAIN Engineering Associates  

 9:15 am Utility Integrated Resource Planning and the Federal Customer  

 Randy Manion, Western Area Power Administration 

 9:45 am Networking Break 

10:15 am Cybersecurity 

 Steve Kiesner, Edison Electric Institute 

 Chris Crosby, OSIsoft  

11:00 am Energy Resilience Modeling Case Study 

 Mike Savena, U.S. Navy 

 Nick Judson, Energy Systems Group/MIT Lincoln Laboratory 

 Alex Pina, Energy Systems Group/MIT Lincoln Laboratory 

11:40 am Assuring Prioritization of Power Restoration after a Disruption / Interconnect 
Agreements Discussion 

 Mike Savena, U.S. Navy 

 Sarah Mandes, U.S. Army 

Noon Evaluations and Wrap-up – Tracy Niro, DOE FEMP 

  Lunch On Your Own 
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Special Session: Thursday, November 16 
Energy Lawyers and Contracting Officers Forum 

12:45 pm Introductions and Opening Remarks -  Tracy Niro (DOE,FEMP) and Julia Kelley, 
(ORNL) 

12:50 – 2:15pm Old School Solutions for New School Challenges: Meeting Your Goals Outside 
of the UESC Vehicle 

 History and Comparison of Areawide Exhibit “A” and UESC Contracts – 
Richard Butterworth (GSA) and Karen Thomas (NREL)  

 Contracting for Resiliency Projects with Your Utility Partner – Phill Consiglio 
(So Cal Edison), Steve Kiesner (EEI) and Kellen Schefter (EEI) 

 Contracting for Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Projects – Miranda Webster 
(GSA), Kavita Vaidyanathan (DOE) and Phill Consiglio (So Cal Edison) 

2:15 pm Adjourn   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Federal Utility Partnership Working Group Seminar 
Code of Conduct 

All delegates are required to honor the FUPWG Seminar guidelines. Hospitality/social functions (on and off site) are strictly 
prohibited from conflicting with the timing of official FUPWG Seminar activities listed in this Agenda. Aggressive sales 
techniques are to be avoided while attending the Seminar. Signs and flyers may not be displayed or distributed in the meeting 
or guestroom areas of the hotel reserved for Seminar Attendees.   
 

                                          Contacts: 
 
  Tracy Niro 
  FEMP Utility Program Manager 
  202-431-7601 

  tracy.niro@ee.doe.gov 
 
  Susan Courtney 
  FUPWG Coordinator  
  703-832-2456  

  scourtney@alleghenyst.com 

Karen Thomas 
UESC Project Assistance 
202-488-2223 
karen.thomas@nrel.gov 
 
Julia Kelley 
UESC Project Assistance 
865.574.1013 
kelleyjs@ornl.gov 

 

   2018 Spring FUPWG Seminar 
Hosted by: Tennessee Valley Authority 

 
Dates TBD – Nashville, TN 
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