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Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs 

Authorized under Title V of the Energy Policy Act (EPAct) to provide, direct, 
foster, coordinate, and implement energy planning, education, 
management, conservation, and delivery programs of the Department 
that— 

1) Promote Indian tribal energy development, efficiency, and use; 

2) Reduce or stabilize energy costs; 

3) Enhance and strengthen Indian tribal energy and economic infrastructure relating to natural 
resource development and electrification; and 

4) Bring electrical power and service to Indian land and the homes of tribal members located on 
Indian lands or acquired, constructed, or improved (in whole or in part) with Federal funds. 
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Office of Indian Energy Staff 

Director, Chris Deschene 

Sr. Policy Advisor  
Doug MacCourt  

COO 
Michael Rodrigue 

Deputy Director 
David Conrad 

AK Program Mgr. 
Givey Kochanowski 

L48 Program Mgr. 
Sarai Geary 

Grants Mgr. 
Lizana Pierce 
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Strengthening Tribal Communities, 
Sustaining Future Generations 

“Within every challenge lie the seeds of 
opportunity, and I believe tribes are well-
positioned to cultivate those seeds 
through visionary leadership and strategic 
energy planning.”  
 

—Christopher Clark Deschene, Director, 
U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Indian Energy 

Powering the Future 
Tribes Lead the Way to Renewable Energy 
 

—American Indian Report (June 2002) 
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OUR MISSION 
To maximize the development and deployment 
of energy solutions for the benefit of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives 

OUR VISION 
To be the premier federal agency for providing 
tribal communities and Alaska Native villages with 
the knowledge, skills and resources needed to 
implement successful strategic energy solutions 

Rosebud Sioux’s (SD) Little Soldier Turbine 
(First 750 kW Turbine on Tribal Lands in 
contiguous U.S.) 
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Leveraging Intra- and Inter-Governmental Coordination to Achieve 
Success through Government-to-Government Partnerships 

 



Financial Assistance 

7 

Per statute, eligibility applicants 
include: 
 

1) Federally-recognized Indian tribes 
including 
a) Alaska Native villages,  
b) Regional Corporations, and  
c) village corporations  

 
2) Tribal Energy Resource 

Development Organizations 
 

All Funds Awarded through a Competitive Process 

Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council 
(YRITWC) installed energy efficiency measures for 
the Nunamiut people of Anaktuvuk Pass  to reduce 

energy use by 34% 

 

Providing financial assistance to Indian tribes for the 
development and deployment of energy solutions 



Financial Assistance 
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Generally, “Tribal Organizations” or “Inter-tribal Organizations” may apply on 
behalf of  an Indian Tribe(s), provided evidence of that authority is provided.  

 
 “Tribal Organization,” for purposes of this announcement means any legally 

established organization of an Indian Tribe, which is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered 
by the recognized governing body of that Indian Tribe. A “Tribal Organization” may 
include, but is not limited to, a subsidiary, subdivision, or instrumentality of an Indian 
Tribe, established under Congressional, State or Tribal law to act on behalf of an Indian 
Tribe.  
 

 “Inter-tribal Organization” means any organization comprised of two or more Indian 
Tribes, established under congressional, state, or tribal law to act on behalf of the 
participating Indian Tribes. “Inter-tribal organizations” may include, but are not limited to, 
inter-tribal councils, regional tribal organizations or associations, Alaska Regional 
Development Organizations, and tribal federations. 

 

Providing financial assistance to Indian tribes for the 
development and deployment of energy solutions 



FY2015 Financial Assistance 
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 Topic Area 1: Tribal Building Clean Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Retrofits 

– Facility-scale 
– 10 kW minimum for clean energy systems 

and 15% displacement of energy source 
– Multiple energy efficiency measures with 20% 

reduction of all energy 
 

 
 Topic Area 2: Deploy clean energy systems on a 

community-scale 
– Community-scale 
– 50 kW minimum 

Deployment of Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency 
Projects on Indian Lands 2015 (DE-FOA-0001390) 

Wind evaluation on the Aleutian Islands, 
Sand Point (AK) 

Closes December 10, 2015 
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DOE has Invested $48 Million in 
183 Tribal Energy Projects (2002-2014) 

Leveraged by $45.6 million in tribal cost share 
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Alaska Tribal Energy Grant Projects* (2002-2014) 

* Excludes grants to 5 START villages and any non-competitive grants 
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Alaska Tribal Energy Grant Projects (2002-2014) 

The development and deployment of energy 
solutions for the benefit of Alaska Natives 

Chaninik Wind Group’s Thermal 
Heating Project (AK) Haida Corp’s  

Reynolds Creek Hydro 
Project in Angoon (AK) 

Council of Athabascan Tribal 
Government (CATG) Biomass 

Heating Project in Fort Yukon (AK) 

Tlingit Haida Regional Housing 
Authority (THRHA) to conduct 

energy audits on over 50 buildings 
in Southeast Alaska (AK) 
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Alaska Tribal Energy Grant Projects (2002-2014) 

The development and deployment of energy 
solutions for the benefit of Alaska Natives 

Central Council Tlingit 
& Haida Indian Tribes 
of Alaska (CCTHITA) 
retrofitting four buildings  
for projected annual 
savings of $52,271 (AK) 

Alaska Native 
Tribal Health 
Consortium 

(Selawik, AK) 
will upgrade 

sanitation 
facilities 

Maintenance of Venetie 
Village (AK) solar 
system, one of the 
worlds northern most 
tribally owned systems 

Port Graham 
Community (AK) 
Building Biomass 

Heating Design Project 



FY2016 Financial Assistance 

14 

As a means of providing informational resources and 
technical assistance to Indian Tribes (including Alaska 
Native regional corporations and village corporations) on 
a regional basis, the Office of Indian Energy is 
considering providing financial and technical assistance 
to inter-tribal organizations.  

 
 DOE’s Office of Indian Energy issued a 

Request for Information (RFI) on September 
24, 2015 
 

 Intend to issue a Funding Opportunity 
Announcement February 2016 

Inter-tribal Technical Assistance Energy Providers 
Network 

For the purposes of the RFI, “inter-tribal organization” means any organization comprised 
of two or more Indian Tribes, established under congressional, state, or tribal law to act on 
behalf of the participating Indian Tribes. “Inter-tribal organizations” may include, but are not 
limited to, inter-tribal councils, regional tribal organizations or associations, Alaska Regional 
Development Organizations, and tribal federations.  



Remote Alaskan Communities Energy Efficiency 
(RACEE) Competition 

15 

Proposed initiative to accelerate deployment 
of clean and energy efficiency strategies in 
remote Alaskan communities 
 Request for Information (RFI) issued September 

29, 2015 
 Per the RFI the $4 million competition proposes 

three phases: 
1) Communities pledges to improve their energy 

efficiency, and may create or join a peer network 
2) Through a competitive process, a subset of those 

communities will be provided technical assistance to 
perform baseline data collection and develop energy 
efficiency plans. 

3) Funding to a subset of those communities to 
implement their energy efficiency plans. 

Announced by President Obama in Kotzebue, Alaska 
September 2, 2015 

Kenai Peninsula, site of Kenaitze (AK) 
renewable energy feasibility study 



Resources 
Funding, Technical Assistance, and RFP 

www.eere.energy.gov/tribalenergy 



www.energy.gov/indianenergy 

Resources 
Energy Development Assistance Tool 



Assisting Tribes with expertise from DOE’s 
National Laboratories and Other Providers 

National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL) 

Science & Technology 
Facility and Solar Energy 
Research Facility (SERF) 

Types of Technical Assistance 
1) Strategic Energy Planning 
 Consists of an on-site workshop  

2)  Project Development Support 
 Consists of expert guidance and analysis that 

helps address specific barriers Tribes face 
while developing a clean energy project.  

Technical Assistance 



Complete Request Form On-line 

 Offered within available resources 
 

 The application process is a quick and easy 
on-line process 

 
 The value of technical assistance for Indian 

tribes is typically limited to 40 hours 
 

 May include, but is not limited to, renewable 
energy technology information, renewable 
resource information, energy efficiency 
techniques, project support, system 
performance modeling, policy information, 
design review, special studies, strategic 
energy planning, and pre-feasibility 
transmission studies. 

Technical Assistance Request for Tribes 



Education & Capacity Building 

 Annual Program Review 

 Tribal Summit 

 Workshops 

 Student Internships 

 On-line Resources 

 Informational Resources 

 Webinars 
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Annual Program Review  

Unique Tribal Forum for Sharing and Learning 

 Forum for Indian tribes and Alaska Natives 
to meet and learn from other each other and 
share successes 

 Networking & learning opportunity 

 Forty to fifty (40-50) tribal energy projects 
presented 

 Typically ~200 participants 

Planned November 14-18, 2016 



22 

Student Summer Internships 

Applications 
 Applications due each February  
 12 week internship at Sandia National Laboratories (NM) 
 See website for  application form or subscribe to email updates 

 

Immersion into Renewable Energy 
 Interns gain hands-on experience on renewable energy systems 
 Required to produce a research paper as part of the internship 

 

Interns 
 Thirty-one (31) interns sponsored since 2002 

 

Contact 
 Sandra Begay-Campbell at (505) 844-5418 or 

skbegay@sandia.gov 

Deborah Tewa (certified electrician  & 
solar installer) at Sandia’s PV 

Laboratory (2002) 

Student Papers & Testimonials 
Posted  

Summer Interns on a 
windy day (2004) 



Information 
Resources 



Informational Materials 

Posted on Program 
Websites 

Curriculum for Tribes 
• Energy Needs 
• Technologies 
• Project Development 
• Project Financing Concepts 

Handbooks & Guides 
• A Guide: Energy Planning 
• Energy Consumption and 

Renewable Energy 
Development on Indian 
Lands 

• A Handbook: Renewable 
Energy in Indian Country 

Tools & Models 
• Resource Potential Maps 
• Reservation Specific Wind 

Maps 
Resource Library 

 



Energy Resource Library 



26 

Tribal Renewable Energy Webinar Series 

Announcement of 
the 2016 Series 
Coming Soon 



Email Notices 
As subscribers, Tribes receive email 
newsletters on: 

• Training opportunities and 
upcoming events  

• Funding opportunities through our 
program and other federal 
programs and agencies  

• Other news and information related 
to Tribal energy. 

 
Simple On-line Subscription 

Join Our Email List 
www.energy.gov/indian energy  
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Office of Indian Energy Policy & Programs 
Department of Energy 
(202) 586-1272 
 
www.energy.gov/indianenergy 
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