Trust and Mistrust in Americans Views

of Scientific Experts

More Americans have confidence in scientists, but there are political
divides over the role of scientific experts in policy issues
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Americans’ confidence in scientists to act in the public
interest is up since 2016

Have ____ of confidence in scientists to act in the best interests of the public

A great deal A fair amount Not too much No
Jan.'19 11
Dec. '18
Feb.'18
Jun.'16

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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Trust in medical doctors and dietitians is higher than that
for researchers in these areas

Have a ____ view of each of these groups
Environmental
health Environmental
specialists researchers

® Mostly positive ‘
m Mostly negative ‘

Neither

Refused

Each of these groups ____all or most of the time

Care about people's best
interests

Do a good job

Give fair and accurate
information

Are transparent about
conflicts of interest

Admit and take responsibility
for mistakes

Face serious consequences
for misconduct

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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Majority of Americans say they are more apt to trust
research when the data is openly available

When they hear each of the following, they trust scientific research findings ...

Makes no
Less More difference

57 34

Data is openly available

to the public 8

Reviewed by an
independent committee

Funded by the
federal government 28

52 37

10

48

Funded by an

industry group 58 10 32

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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People more familiar with environmental researchers have
more trust in their competence

Each of these groups say the following about environmental research scientists

Among those who know ___
about environmental researchers

Nothing atall @A little ®A lot

Have a mostly positive

view of this group 7 ®73
Environmental researchers ____ all or most of the time
Care about the public's

| P 23 ® 59
best interests
Do a good job conducting
research 27 ® 63
Provide fqlr and | 01 ® 5/
accurate information

0 100

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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People more familiar with environmental researchers have
more trust in their competence

Each of these groups say the following about environmental research scientists

Among those who know ___
about environmental researchers

Among those with ____
science knowledge

Nothing atall @A little ®A lot Low @ Medium @ High

Have a mostly positive

view of this group 37 ® 73 45 ® 68

Environmental researchers ____ all or most of the time

Care about the public's

best interests 23 ®59 27 ® 47
Do a good job conducting
research 27 ® 63 30 ® 48
Provide fglrand | 01 ® 54 o5 ® 44
accurate information
0 100 O 100
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Democrats are about twice as likely as Republicans to say
environmental researchers regularly do a good job

Environmental research scientists do the following all or most of the time

® Rep/lean Rep ® Dem/lean Dem

Care about the best interests of o °
the public 22 50
Do a good job conducting research 26 @ ® 51
Provide fair and accurate
information o6 ® 47
Are transparent about potential ° ®>
conflicts of interest 9 3
Admit m_lsj[z.akes and take 3 e ® 23
responsibility for them

0] 20 40 60 80 100

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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PARTISAN DIVIDES OVER SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS
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Party differences over the role of scientists in policy

Scientists should focus on Scientists should take an
establishing sound scientific facts active role in policy debates

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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More Democrats than Republicans say scientific experts
make better science-related policy decisions

Compared with other people ...

Scientific experts are no  Scientific experts are usually
different or worse at making better at making science
science policy decisions policy decisions

T

34

Dem/lean Dem 45

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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Republicans more likely than Democrats to view scientists
as susceptible to bias

Scientists’ judgments are just as Scientists’ judgments are
likely to be biased as other people's based solely on the facts

Dem/lean Dem 36 _ 62

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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More Democrats than Republicans say the scientific
method produces accurate conclusions

The scientific method can be The scientific method
used to produce any conclusion generally produces
the researcher wants accurate conclusions

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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SUPPORT FOR SCIENCE RESEARCH
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About half of Americans support more federal funding for
scientific research

They would ___ federal spending for scientific research

=O=Increase Keep the same -O=Decrease

52

46 /4(§/O

20
14

O

2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016 2019

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Mar. 20-25, 2019
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Political divides over support for more scientific research
funding have grown

They would increase federal spending for scientific research

Dem/lean Dem 60 62
41 —O—
—O— 33
28
Rep/lean Rep 25
2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016 2019

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Mar. 20-25, 2019
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More Americans see importance in applied scientific
research than basic scientific research

Scientific research that does each of the following is ____ for society

W Essential B Important Not too/not at all important
Has immediate practical 64 29 I3
applications
Advances knowledge, even if no
immediate benefits 47 43 I

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019
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More Americans see importance in applied scientific
research than basic scientific research

Scientific research that does each of the following is ____ for society

W Essential B Important Not too/not at all important
Has immediate practical

.. 64 29 W&

applications

Advances knowledge, even if no 47 43 I
immediate benefits

Scientific research that does each of the following is essential for society

Advances knowledge, even if
Has immediate practical applications no immediate benefits

Rep/lean Rep
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PUBLIC IMAGE OF RESEARCH SCIENTISTS

September 16, 2019 19



Majorities of Americans see scientists as intelligent,
focused on solving real-world problems

Each of the following describes research scientists well

89

Intelligent

Focused on solving real-world problems 75

Skilled at working in teams

Honest 71

N
N

Good communicators

Ul
AN

Socially awkward

Feel superior to others

Don't pay attention to moral values of
society

Cold

NI
© w
N

Close-minded

N
(@)

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019
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Most Americans see science as bringing benefits to society

and expect more to come

Science has had a ___ effect on people’s
lives

Mostly
negative \

Equal
positive and
negative

23 Mostly
positive

73%

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults Jan. 7-21, 2019.
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Looking ahead to the next 20 years,
developments in science will make
people’s lives ...

Worse
N\

About the
same

11 Better

82%
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